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Repair and upgrade of External Entrances for Scene & Heard
128a Chalton Street, Somers Town, NW1 1RX Improving Accessibility, Safety and Security



Design and Access Plan
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Introduction
Scene & Heard is an award-winning charity – an established and trusted institution that has been serving the children of Somers Town since 1999. Most of Somers Town is within the 10% lowest LSOAs for deprivation affecting children and young people. We serve the entire community regardless of race or economic situation and we are a safe space in the neighbourhood. We bring an often-divided community together to support, educate and celebrate Camden’s children. 


Background to the Project
In 2021, Scene & Heard moved into its new community building in the heart of Somers Town, providing space for the charity to deliver its award-winning work all under one roof for the first time in our 22-year history. Scene & Heard has a ten-year lease with Camden Council for the premises. Our new building has enabled the charity to extend opportunities for Camden’s young people, developing our newbuild space into an arts hub serving the local community, where leading theatre professionals come and work with the children of Somers Town, encouraging achievement and success. 

Scene & Heard share Camden Council’s vision for our building – for it to be an open, accessible, welcoming space for the benefit of the local community. Unfortunately, the exterior glass doors that have been fitted to the building are not fit for purpose and do not provide an appropriate welcoming façade:

1. The exterior glass doors are not sufficient fire exits; the doors are narrow and require a key to be unlocked. 
2. The doors pose major accessibility issues to what is otherwise a very accessible building; wheelchairs, mothers with children, pushchairs, and equipment cannot fit through the existing exterior glass doors without additional assistance. 
3. The materials used present a health and safety risk; the glass is fragile and has already broken in several places. Camden have recently boarded up the doors with plywood. 
4. The exterior glass doors are now faulty, creating a security risk to a building in a high crime area. The current doors do not create a welcoming space for the community, and we are keen to replace them with an updated design to make our entrances and exits fully accessible. 
5. The entrances are level thresholds, and this does not change with the proposed replacements and brickwork will remain as existing.


We work with beneficiaries and volunteers with varied inclusion needs and, because of the constraints of the existing exterior entrances, we are not suitably providing for those with access needs. Mothers with push chairs or young children cannot suitably enter our premises due to the narrow design of the double exterior glass doors. We are fortunate that the internal space in our new premises has been purpose built to be wheelchair accessible, however the exterior glass entrances are contrary to this design. Improvements to our building entrances will encourage activity and community cohesion in Somers Town, supporting a vibrant, inclusive and free community resource in Camden. The current entrances are not immediately accessible to all. Replacing them with fully accessible gates will mean all people, including those in wheelchairs and with other access issues, will have equality of access to our building. They will give the community an access point that feels welcoming and safe.

This repair and refurbishment will improve accessibility for the community and will eliminate the current health and safety risk to our beneficiaries, while providing suitable security for a council-owned property. The redesigned entrances will be in keeping with the design of the building and the ethos of Scene & Heard – to be welcoming, open and engaging. 




Context

Legal interest is held by Camden Council and Scene & Heard. Camden Council have agreed that the entrances can be replaced. We have received advice from the Commercial Property Team and the Principal Planning Officer that planning permission is needed to progress refurbish and upgrade the entrances.

Scene & Heard’s building at 128A Chalton Street is part of the Polygon Road redevelopment in Somers Town. As tenants, Scene & Heard provide Camden with an effective FRI Lease, D1 use, as an established charity that delivers in line with the community objectives of the Camden Plan 2025.

Design & Access statement of the original Planning consent: 
- a community hub that particularly benefits local children, young people and their families 
- a community tenant that delivers activity that is integral to all the other community partners at the Polygon Road development: Scene & Heard works closely with Edith Neville Primary School, Plot 10 and with the families of Somers Town. 

Scene & Heard prides itself on being a trusted and welcoming community resource and our newbuild space positively includes residents in the development of Camden. Unfortunately, the current entrances are flimsy, inaccessible and boarded up with plywood, making the building look unsafe and unfriendly. Installing secure and functioning entrances will help residents to feel welcome and cared for and increase their sense of belonging to the local community. 

This application does not propose any change in use. This project will not impose additional costs on the Council. It is well-planned and deliverable within the timescale. No feasibility study is required.




Design and Appearance

Pylon Design have designed the visual look of the gates and Harling Security will build and install the structures, overseen and project managed by Pylon.
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The arched language of 128A Chalton Street is common in Somers Town - the Ossulston Estate has a number of arched openings. The replacement gates will use this language and will use the existing colour palette of the original gates, with their black metal frames. The new steel gates will provide a sense of safety and openness, with the design echoing the curves of the building and also the branches of trees within the play area/courtyard. Bespoke light steel meshwork will allow light to flow through the gate whilst also providing a level of privacy, important in a community building where safeguarding issues must be considered. 

The entrances are level thresholds, and this does not change with the proposed replacements. Brickwork will remain as existing.






Another example of mesh gates by Pylon Design:

[image: A picture containing text, building, outdoor, sign

Description automatically generated]
Combining a sense of safety with light and welcome
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