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Whip Maintenance and Management During 5 Year

Establishment Period

Immediately following planting, the whip should be watered

thoroughly. Following this, and with regard to prevailing weather

conditions, newly planted whips should be watered regularly

during periods of dry weather. When watering, the square meter

of ground around the whip should be soaked to field capacity

(refer to BS8545:2014 for further detail) by surface watering.

Watering frequency is more important than quantity to prevent

the roots of the newly planted whip from drying out.

All whips are fitted with protective guards to prevent animal

damage. These should be checked regularly to ensure they

remain in place and are providing adequate protection against

the animals in the area. If damage to trees from browsing by

animals still occurs, additional measures may be required.

A formal assessment of areas of whip planting should be carried

out annually by a qualified arborist who will be able to advise on

solutions should any problems be picked up. During this

assessment, any guards and canes/stakes should be checked to

ensure they are providing protection but not damaging the

developing whip and that its roots are still firmly seated in the

ground. If the whip has become loose in the ground, the soil

around the base should be re-firmed and guards adjusted

accordingly.

The space above the mulch mat around the whip should be kept

clear of competing vegetation and weeds at all times.

The shrub shelter/guard should be removed once the whip has

established a strong enough root system to support itself and

has begun to grow strongly clear of the top of the shelter/guard,

likely to be 1-2 years after planting. Biodegradable mulch mats

can remain in place indefinitely.

Formative pruning should be carried out in accordance with

BS3998 as required during the first 5 years to ensure the desired

form is achieved.

For further guidance on whip and tree maintenance during

establishment refer to BS8545:2014 Section 11.

Hedgerow Planting Detail

1. Tubex shrub shelter with supporting cane or stake.

2. 2m wide biodegradable weed mat roll pegged down with

biodegradable pegs along line of hedgerow to prevent weed

growth and retain moisture.

3. Whip to be notch planted following clearance of any existing

vegetation.

Immediately after planting, water the whip, saturating the

ground around its base to field capacity.

The notes above are intended as a basic guide only. For further

general guidance on planting refer to

BS8545:2014 Section 10 and BS4428:1989 Section 9.

Products suggested in italics above are available from Tubex

(http://www.tubex.com/).
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Pot Plant Implementation, Maintenance and Management During 5

Year Establishment Period

All planting to be carried out in accordance with BS 4428:1989 and

specified using The National Plant Specification NPS.  Plant selection

and specification to be in accordance with Landscape Architects

drawings and Specifications.

Plants should be stored in a suitable location on site where they can

be positioned upright and sheltered from wind. Their pots/root balls

should be sheltered from direct sunlight especially during hot dry

weather.

Plants should be delivered in batches as required and planted within

48 hours of delivery from nursery, stock should be watered regularly

before and after planting

On delivery, check plants are in accordance with original

specification set out by landscape architect, are in a healthy

condition, free of broken stems, wilting leaves and disease

Areas of beds to be planted must be:

· Free of weeds, litter and other debris, which may affect plant

establishment and growth

· Well rotavated to a depth of 400mm to loosen soil, with the

application of fertile organic matter to aid in plant growth and

development

· Soaked before planting allowing water to sufficiently permeate

the soil.

It is important to maintain a weed-free area and adequate levels of

moisture especially in new planting beds. Before planting and

applying any weed suppressants:

· The ground must be levelled whilst clearing all weeds, debris and

rubbish;

· Dig over and rotavate soil breaking up any large clods of earth;

· Soak soil thoroughly prior to planting and after digging before

applying mulch or membrane;

· Membrane must be rolled out before planting and secured to the

ground using membrane staples;

· Position plants within bed, drawing around the pot base with

chalk;

· Apply mulch at a thickness of approximately 100-150mm (leave a

sufficient area of bare ground around the stems or trunk so

enough water can permeate the ground to the roots);

· Leave mulch 20-30mm below the level of adjacent hard surfaces

at edges of planting beds to prevent mulch spilling over during

watering.
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