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Report Disclaimer
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Borough of Camden for Purpose of Report. BH assumes no liability or responsibility for any reliance placed on this
Report by any third party for any actions taken by any third party in reliance of the information contained herein. BH's
responsibility regarding the contents of the Report shall be limited to the purpose for which the Report was produced
and shall be subject to the express contract terms with London Borough of Camden. The Report shall not be construed
as investment or financial advice. The findings of this Report are based on the available information as set out in this
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1.1

1.2

BHE-01

Introduction

Buro Happold’s role

Buro Happold has been appointed, by the London Borough of Camden (LBC), to provide independent
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) advice for the British Library Extension.

Buro Happold's commission, for this project, includes input to the following stages of the EIA process:
1. Scoping Stage — independent review of EIA scoping report;

2. Pre-application Stage — on-going advice to LBC on EIA matters; and

3. Application Stage — independent review of Environmental Statement (ES).

This report is a continuation of item 3, the application stage, and summarises Buro Happold's independent
review of the ES Addendum (dated September 2022), which provides an update to the original Arup ES
(dated January 2022). This current report should be read alongside Buro Happold's original ES review report
dated May 2022.

The project / application context

The works involve extending the northern aspect of the existing British Library to provide library
accommodation, commercial and lab-enabled office space, retail space; and the Crossrail 2 works at
basement level, totalling to a gross internal area (GIA) of 100,358m2 , of which:

e  77,046m? (GIA) would be commercial space (Class E); this would comprise office space, including
commercial amenity, designed to cater for knowledge quarter uses (including life sciences, cultural,
scientific and heritage collections and data sciences);

e 15,015m? (GIA) for British Library uses, including foyer, public circulation, new library accommodation
including the replaced BLCC and British Library Sound Archive, and the Alan Turing Institute;

e 558m2 (GIA) for retail; and
e 7,739m?(GIA) would be sui generis use related to basement level infrastructure for Crossrail 2.

The proposal for the site (hereafter referred to as the ‘proposed development’), for which planning
permission is sought, as stated within the Planning Statement, comprises:

Full planning permission is sought for the following: "Alterations to existing British Library building including
demolition of the existing British Library Centre for Conservation and construction of a new building of up to 12
above-ground storeys and one basement level for use as library, galleries, learning, business and events spaces
(Class F1) and retail and commercial spaces (Class E); provision of internal and external public spaces,
landscaping and a community garden; improvement works adjacent to Dangoor Walk; provision of cycle and
car parking and servicing facilities; provision of Crossrail 2 infrastructure; means of access; and all associated

un

works and infrastructure.
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1.3 The Environmental Statement Team

BURO HAPPOLD

The January 2022 ES, and September 2022 ES Addendum subject to this independent review, have been

prepared with input from the following consultants:

EIA Coordination — Arup;

Air quality — Arup;

Archaeology — Arup;

Built heritage (on-site) — Cordula Zeidler Heritage;

Climate change — Arup;

Daylight, sunlight, overshadowing, solar glare and obstructive light — GIA;
Electronic interference — Arup;

Environmental wind — Arup;

Noise and vibration — Arup;

Socio-economics — Arup;

Townscape, visual and built heritage (off-site) — Tavernor Consultancy;

Planning Consultant — Gerald Eve.

14 Context regarding the ES Addendum

A number of recommendations were previously made by Buro Happold (in the May 2022 ES Review Report) to satisfy

the EIA Regulations (2017), on review of the January 2022 Arup ES. Subsequent to the issue of the report, and further

discussions, an ES addendum has been submitted to address a number of remaining recommendations.
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2 Review team and responsibilities

BURO HAPPOLD

Buro Happold has provided a generalist review of the entire ES with regard to ES process. Specifically, for the

September 2022 ES addendum, the review team responsibility is set out in Table 2-1.

Table 2-1 ES review team and responsibilities

Assessment &
Management Team

Company Individual | Qualifications and position Responsibility for reviewing
Buro Happold EIA / Mark BSc (Hons), MSc, CEnv, MIEMA. The entirety of the ES
Environmental Crowther Director and Head of Addendum from a generalist

EIA at Buro Happold

perspective. This has included a
specific focus on the close out
of the previously recommended
Regulation 25 Requests
included in Buro Happold's ES
Review Report dated May 2022.
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3  Review of ES Addendum against previous recommendations

Subsequent to the Buro Happold ES Review of May 2022, there has been further discussion and correspondence with Arup on behalf of the applicant as
summarised in Table 3-1. This dialogue has led to a number of Buro Happold's previous recommendations being closed out. The ES Addendum now submitted,
providing further environmental information to satisfy the EIA Regulations (2017) (as amended), has been reviewed and we have provided commentary in the final
column of Table 3-1. In summary, all of Buro Happold's recommendations are considered to be closed and dealt with.

Table 3-1 Review and close out of previous recommendations included in ES Review Report dated May 2022

ID | Buro ES Chapter Buro Happold comment (May 2022) | Applicant’s response (June 2022) Buro Happold'’s further response (July 2022) Buro Happold review of
Happold (in summary) ES Addendum dated
Report Ref September 2022
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