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Table 1: Table of Significance 

Significance Factors Determining Significance  

Very High (National or 
International Importance)  

World Heritage Sites (including nominated Site)  

Assets of recognised international importance  

Assets that can contribute to acknowledged international research 
objectives  

Other buildings of recognised international importance  

Historic landscapes of international value, whether designated or note  

Extremely well-preserved historic landscapes with exceptional 
coherence, time-depth, or other critical factors  

High (National Importance) Scheduled monuments (including proposed Sites)  

Non-designated receptors of schedulable quality and importance  

Grade I and Grade II* Listed Buildings  

Other listed buildings that can be shown to have exceptional qualities 
in their fabric or historical associations not adequately reflected in the 
listing grade  

Grade I and Grade II* Registered Parks and Gardens  

Conservation Areas containing very important buildings  

Non-designated assets of clear national importance  

Non-designated historic landscapes of outstanding interest, high 
quality, and importance, and of demonstrable national value.  

Well preserved historic landscapes with exhibiting considerable 
coherence, time-depth, or other critical factors  

Assets that contribute significantly to acknowledged national research 
agendas  

Medium (Regional Importance) Certain Grade II Listed Buildings  

Historic (unlisted) buildings that can be shown to have exceptional 
qualities in their fabric or historical associations  

Conservation Areas containing buildings that contribute significantly to 
its historic character  

Designated or non-designated assets that contribute to regional 
research objectives  

Non-designated historic landscapes that would justify special historic 
landscape designation, landscapes of regional value.  

Averagely well-preserved historic landscapes with reasonable 
coherence, time depth or critical factor(s).  

Low (Local Importance) Designated and non-designated assets of local importance  



Locally Listed Buildings  

Historic (unlisted) buildings of modest quality in their fabric or historic 
association  

Assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor survival of 
contextual associations  

Assets of limited value, but with potential to contribute to local 
research objectives  

Robust non-designated historic landscapes.  

Historic landscapes with importance to local interest groups.  

Historic landscapes whose value is limited by poor preservation and/or 
poor survival of contextual associations.  

Negligible Assets with little or no archaeological/historical interest  

Buildings of no architectural or historical note; buildings of intrusive 
character  

Historic landscapes with little or no significant historical interest  

Unknown  The importance of the asset has not been ascertained from available 
evidence  

Buildings with some hidden (i.e., inaccessible) potential for historic 
significance  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 2: Magnitude of Impact and Descriptions 

Impact 
Grading 

Archaeological 
Attributes 

Built Heritage or 
Historic Urban 
Landscape 
Attributes 

Historic Landscape 
Attributes 

Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 
Attributes or 
Associations 

Major 
Changes to attributes that 
convey OUV of WH 
properties.  
Most or all key 
archaeological materials, 
including those that 
contribute to OUV such that 
the resource is totally 
altered.  
Comprehensive changes to 
setting. 

Change to key historic 
building elements that 
contribute to OUV, 
such that the resource 
is totally altered.  
 
Comprehensive 
changes to the setting. 

Change to most or all key 
historic landscape 
elements, parcels or 
components; extreme 
visual effects; gross 
change of noise or change 
to sound quality; 
fundamental changes to 
use or access; resulting in 
total change to historic 
landscape character unit 
and loss of OUV. 

Major changes to 
area that affect the 
ICH activities or 
associations or 
visual links and 
cultural 
appreciation. 

Moderate 
Changes to many key 
archaeological materials, 
such that the resource is 
clearly modified.  
Considerable changes to 
setting that affect the 
character of the asset. 

Changes to many key 
historic building 
elements, such that 
the resource is 
significantly modified.  
Changes to the setting 
of an historic building, 
such that it is 
significantly modified. 

Change to many key 
historic landscape 
elements, parcels or 
components; visual 
change to many key 
aspects of the historic 
landscape; noticeable 
differences in noise or 
sound quality; 
considerable changes to 
use or access; resulting in 
moderate changes to 
historic landscape 
character. 

Considerable 
changes to area 
that affect the ICH 
activities or 
associations or 
visual links and 
cultural 
appreciation. 

Minor 
Changes to key 
archaeological materials, 
such that the resource is 
slightly altered. Slight 
changes to setting. 

Change to key historic 
building elements, 
such that the asset is 
slightly different. 
Change to setting of 
an historic building, 
such that it is 
noticeably changed. 

Change to few key historic 
landscape elements, 
parcels or components; 
slight visual changes to 
few key aspects of historic 
landscape; limited 
changes to noise levels or 
sound quality; slight 
changes to use or access; 
resulting in limited change 
to historic landscape 
character. 

Changes to area 
that affect the ICH 
activities or 
associations or 
visual links and 
cultural 
appreciation. 

Negligible 
Very minor changes to key 
archaeological materials or 
setting. 

Slight changes to 
historic building 
elements or setting 
that hardly affect it. 

Very minor changes to key 
historic landscape 
elements, parcels or 
components; virtually 
unchanged visual effects; 
very slight changes in 
noise levels or sound 
quality; very slight 
changes to use or access; 
resulting in a very small 
change to historic 
landscape character. 

Very minor 
changes to area 
that affect the ICH 
activities or 
associations or 
visual links and 
cultural 
appreciation. 



No 
Change 

No Change. No Change to Setting 
or Fabric.  

No change to elements, 
parcels or components; no 
visual or audible changes; 
no changes in amenity or 
community factors. 

No Change. 

 

Table 3: Significance Matrix 

Significanc
e 

Magnitude of Impact 

No 
Chang
e 

Negligible 
Change 

Minor Change Moderate 
Change 

Major Change 

Very High Neutral Slight Moderate/Larg
e 

Large/Very 
Large 

Very Large 

High Neutral Slight Moderate/Larg
e 

Moderate/Larg
e 

Large/Very 
Large 

Medium Neutral Neutral/Sligh
t 

Slight Moderate Moderate/Larg
e 

Low Neutral Neutral/Sligh
t 

Neutral/Slight Slight Slight/Moderat
e 

Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral/Slight Neutral/Slight Slight 

 

Table 4: Significance Categories and Typical Descriptions 

Magnitude of Impact Description 

Very Large Effects at this level are material in the 
decision-making process. 

Large Effects at this level are likely to be material 
in the decision-making process. 

Moderate Effects at this level can be considered to be 
material decision-making factors. 

Slight Effects at this level are not material in the 
decision-making process. 

Neutral No effects or those that are beneath levels 
of perception, within normal bounds of 
variation or within the margin of forecasting 
error. 
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