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On the 27th of  May 2021,  p lanning per miss ion (2020/3292/P)  was 
g ranted for  erect ion of  s ing le  s torey  outbui ld ing and insta l la t ion of  an 
assoc ia ted a i r  source  heat  pump in  rear  g arden to replace  ex is t ing p lay 
equipment ,  for  use  anc i l l a r y  to  the lower  g round f loor  f la t .  This  ap-
pl icat ion was  in i t ia l ly  submit ted by Green Retreats  Ltd .  Fol lowing i t s  
approva l ,  deta i l s  required by condi t ions  no’s  3 ,  4  and 5  2021/2945/P 
were  approved which a l lows the  approved works  to  commence. 

The c l ient  however  has  s ince  had second thoughts  about  the  appear-
ance of  the  approved outbui ld ing as  in  the i r  v iew i t  i s  not  in  keeping 
wi th the archi tecture  of  the  ex is t ing proper ty,  and a lso wants  i t  to  be 
more compl imentar y  towards  the g arden. 
Steyn Studio was  approached to submit  a  new appl icat ion cons ider ing 
what  was  prev ious ly  approved as  wel l  as  the  c l ients  new aspira t ions.

The new appl icat ion i s  therefore  ident ica l  to  the  prev ious,  seek ing 
per miss ion for  the  erect ion of  a  s ing le  s torey  outbui ld ing and insta l -
la t ion of  assoc ia ted a i r  source  heat  pump.  The only  d i f ference,  as  i l -
lus t ra ted throughout  th is  document ,  i s  the  changing the roof  to  a  low 
pi tched pyramid g reen roof  covered wi th sedum. 

In t roduct ion
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Exis t ing

Exist ing garden

Exis t ing g arden Exis t ing p lay  area

Site  and context

The cur rent  g arden at  the  rear  of  4  Lambol le  Road i s  of  an area  of  aprox.  250 
sqm.  The main par t  of  the  g arden i s  p lanted wi th a  large  g rass  lawn and f lower 
beds  a long the boundar y  wal l s,  r unning from the paved pat io  a t  the  back of  the 
house,  to  the  ex is t ing deck and p layg round at  the  rear  of  the  g arden.
 
The boundar y  fences  a long the  per imeter  are  main ly  ha l f  he ight  br ick  wal l s, 
topped wi th t re l l i s.  Hal f  of  the  rear  br ick  wal l  i s  h igher  than the res t  wi th  a 
he ight  of  2 .8m.
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Planning Histor y

- 	 2007/0908/P| Approva l  for  the  Erect ion of  a  ch i ldren’s  t imber  p lay  equip-
ment  s t r ucture  in  rear  g arden,  inc luding a t imber  p layhouse,  ra i sed p la t for m,  s l ide  and 
swings

- 	 2020/3292/P| Approva l  for  the  Erect ion of  s ing le  s torey  outbui ld ing and in-
s ta l la t ion of  assoc ia ted a i r  source  heat  pump in  rear  g arden to replace  ex is t ing p lay 
equipment ,  for  use  anc i l l a r y  to  lower  g round f loor  f la t .
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View towards  the rear  g arden and showing the approved outbui ld ing a t  No.2

Planning Pol icies 

Cur rent  p lanning pol ic ies  -  Camden Planning Guidance GPG “Home Improve-
ments” .  ( Januar y  2021)  Sect ion 5 .5  Outbui ld ings.  Some of  these,  impacted by 
the rev ised des ign ,  are  l i s ted be low:

•”Ensure  the s i t ing ,  locat ion,  sca le  and des ign has  a  minimal  v isua l  im-
pact  on,  and i s  v isua l ly  subordinate  wi th in ,  the  host  g arden.”  -  The pro-
posed bui ld ing i s  subordinate  to  the g arden s ize  and i s  s i ted inconspicuous ly 
a t  the  rear  of  the  g arden.

•”Not detract  f rom the open character  and garden ameni ty  of  ne igh-
bour ing gardens  and the wider  sur rounding area .”  -  By locat ing the new 
outbui ld ing ad jacent  to  the rear  boundar y  wal l  i s  subser v ient  to  the main 
garden space and a l lows a  s igni f icant  fu l ly  open garden to be reta ined. 
The new proposa l  inc ludes  a  g reen sedum roof  which a l lows the bui ld ing 
to  b lend in  bet ter  into i t s  g arden sur roundings.

•”Ensure  the he ight  wi l l  re ta in  v is ib i l i ty  over  g arden wal l s  and fenc-
es.”-  The  outbui ld ing he ight  i s  kept  wi th in 3m,  s imi lar  to  the  approved 
scheme.  The d iv id ing wal l s  a long the per imeter  are  main ly  ha l f  he ight  br ick 
wal l s,  topped wi th t re l l i s.  Hal f  of  the  rear  br ick  wal l  i s  h igher  than the res t 
wi th  a  he ight  of  2 .8m.

•”Consider  insta l la t ion of  g reen roof  and/or  so lar  panels.”  -  A g reen 
Sedum roof  i s  proposed for  the  new outbui ld ing.

•”Consider  insta l la t ion of  water  but ts.”  -  Water  but ts  wi l l  be  cons idered  
a t  the  rear  of  the  new outbui ld ing.

View from the rear  g arden Boundar y  wal l

Planning
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Planning Pol icies 

We sought  infor mal  pre-appl icat ion advice  based on a  s imi lar  proposa l 
to  the  one proposed as  par t  of  th is  appl icat ion,  wi th  the d i f ferences  be-
ing that  i t  was  a  bulk ier  des ign due to  i t s  35deg ree  p i tched z inc roof.  The 
p lanner  d iscouraged the added bulk  and recommended adding a  g reen 
roof.  We took on board these  comments  and decreased the bulk  of  the 
proposa l  by  lower ing the p i tch of  the  roof  to  25 deg rees  and adding a 
g reen sedum roof.
 
The adjacent  d iag rams show the out l ine  prof i les  of  the  approved 
scheme at  No.4 ( red)  as  wel l  as  the  approved and implemented scheme 
at  No.2(g reen) ,  compared wi th the new proposa l  a t  No.4(b lue) .  The out-
bui ld ing a t  No.2 i s  a l so located wi th in 2m of  the  i t s  proper ty  boundar y 
and wi th a  ta l ler  eaves  he ight .  We th ink i t  i s  re levant  to  cons ider  our 
proposa l  aga inst  what  was  approved at  No.2 .  There  i s  only  a  25cm dif -
ference in  he ight ,  and cons ider ing s ight l iness  and the pos i t ion of  the 
h ighest  point  in  both instances  in  the middle  th is  d i f ference i s  not  s ig-
n i f icant .

Pre -Appl icat ion Advice
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Design 

Garden Pavi l ion -  Reference images

Concept  d iag ram

Concept

•Garden s t r ucture  ‘a t  home’  wi th ing the g arden environment .

•Integ rated wi th ing the res t  of  the  g arden,  becoming an extens ion of  i t .

•The propor t ions  and rhythm is  inspired the c lass ica l  e lements  found in  Geor-

g ian Archi tecture  and garden gazebos 

•The p i tched roof  increases  s torage oppor tuni t ies  in  the  roof  volume.

•Decorat ive  interest  i s  added through s t r uctura l  brac ing pat terns,  which a lso 

ass i s ts  funct iona l ly  to  keep the s t r ucture  upr ight
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Aeria l  View -  Proposed outbui ld ing

3D view -  approved scheme 2020/3292/P

Elevat ions  -  Approved scheme 2020/3292/P

General

The proposed des ign i s  ident ica l  to  the  approved scheme in  ter ms of  i t s  loca-
t ion,  footpr int  s ize,  interna l  d is t r ibut ion and eaves  he ight .  The a i r  source  heat 
pump is  a l so reta ined in  the  same pos i t ion and the mater ia l s  proposed are  a l so 
s imi lar. 

As indicated on the drawings,  the  only  d i f ference in  the  des ign i s  the  proposa l 
for  a  pyramid h ipped roof  in  l ieu  of  the  cur rent  f la t  roof,  as  wel l  as  the  ar t ic -
u la ted s t r uctura l  deta i l ing  on the facades  and roof,  which has  been inspired by 
the Archi tecture  of  the  house,  as  wel l  as  g arden gazebos.  The la t ter  i s  a  fami l -
iar  g arden s t r ucture  and provides  v isua l  interest  which becomes a  foca l  point 
in  the  rear  of  the  g arden,  and have been interpreted in  a  s l ight ly  more t rad i -
t iona l  manner  than the prev ious  des ign ,  yet  wi th more contemporar y  deta i l ing. 

The end resu l t  i s  a  des ign which i s  more compl imentar y  to  the archi tecture  of  
the  house and the g arden compared to  the contemporar y  f la t  roofed box. 

The drawings  inc luded shows how the new proposa l  compares  to  the ex is t ing 
approva l ,  wi th  the la t ter  indicated in  a  dotted l ine. 

Access

Access  into and wi th in the dwel l ing ,  a long wi th the g arden,  wi l l  not  be affected 
by the proposa ls.
There  i s  no a l terat ion to  the ex is t ing park ing accommodat ion wi th in th is  pro-
posa l .
 

 

 

 

Landscaping 
 
No major landscaping is required in the area where the building is to be located. 
 The building does not require a full concrete pad as the building is set on a series of concrete piles 
that are placed at interval of 1m apart under the floor.  
 
 
Vehicle Access 
 
The existing vehicular and pedestrian access are unaffected by the proposal. 
 Access to the garden is from the Side and would not impinge on any neighboring properties  
 
Conclusion 
 
The building is modest in size and would not be obtrusive to the existing house and surrounding 
residential buildings. We believe the proposed garden Room will not have any detrimental impact on 
the environment, and will have minimal effect on neighboring properties, as it will be located at the 
very end of the garden. There are quite a few ‘garden houses’ in the immediate neighborhood. 
The family proposed to use the building for leisure and home gym. 
 
 
See Attached: 
 
Proposed Building 
Proposed Location 
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3D Views -  P roposed Outbui ld ing

View from the ter race

Firs t  f loor  v iew

Aer ia l  v iew

Garden v iew
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Our proposa l  i s  seek ing to  create  a  new outbui ld ing a t  the  rear  of  the  g ar-
den to replace  the cur rent ly  g arden p lay  equipment ,  which would provide 
an enhanced workspace for  the  cur rent  occupiers.
The proposa l  has  no negat ive  impact  on ne ighbours  as  the  g arden i s  suff i -
c ient ly  remote f rom the house and ne ighbour ing proper t ies.

We tr ust  that  the  fur ther  deve lopment  and deta i l  that  we are  i l lus t ra t ing 
in  th is  appl icat ion are  as  per  your  expectat ions  and that  the  appl icat ion 
would be v iewed favourably.  

Summar y 

Inter ior  v iew

Garden v iew
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