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Garden proposals for no 30 Ferncroft Avenue

The garden proposals for 30 Ferncroft Avenue seek to remake the
garden in the romantic Arts and Crafts tradition appropriate to the
Reddington and Frognal Conservation Area and the character of the
house. The proposals also aim to improve and enhance the existing
soft landscape, by proposing a green roof and permeable pavement
that will have a positive impact on biodiversity. The area of planting is
also being increased from 174m2 to 235m2 and there are new trees
being introduced in containers on the south terrace of the house.

On the south facing garden fronting onto Ferncroft Avenue, we
propose replacing all the existing concrete steps and paving with
York Stone. The front terrace of the house is repaved with York Stone
and planted with container plants. The concrete balustrade is
replaced with a light metal railing which will have climbers growing
through it. A mixture of Wisteria and Trachaelospermum.

On the south and east side of the garden we are replacing the
existing trellis with a new trellis of the same scale and design and
planting it with climbers and shrubs on the inside. The willow tree and
maple are being retained and a sunken new path at basement level is
being introduced around the south west and south east side of the
building. The area between the path and the boundary wall will be
planted with new shrubs such as Osmanthus, Camellia and Acca so
provide some screening of the public road from the house.

The garden on the east side of the house is formed either side of a
gradually ascending stairway that leads to the main garden on the
North side of the house. The stairs would be made with York stone
treads and tile creasing risers, to reflect the character of the house.
The planting is replaced with large specimens of Osmanthus,
Kolkwitzia, Eriobotrya, Camellia x Williamsii, and trees including
Betula, and Magnolia grandiflora. These create an upper canopy.
Beneath this will be planted a diverse woodland carpet of shade
tolerant perennials including natives such as Gallium odoratum,
Ajuga reptans and Convallaria majalis. The aim is to create a
good privacy screen using plants that are appropriate to the
character of the conservation area, that is plants that have been used
in Victorian and Edwardian gardens.

The rear garden to the house takes the form of a grove of birch trees
around a central lawn. It will have an informal character. Shrub
planting will include Viburnum opulus, Syringa chinensis,
Camellia williamsii, Cornus kousa and Osmanthus burkwoodii.
A new fence with open trellis on top is being built to replace the
existing trellis. It will be of similar height. This will have climbing plants
growing over it including Roses, Holboellia, Trachaelospermum
and Hydrangea petiolaris.

The boundary retaining wall on the west side is to be refaced with red
brick which is more in character with the Conservation Area than the
existing yellow brick. The hard terracing in this part of the garden will
be reclaimed York stone and is modest in extent.
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