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Advertisements
7.81	 This policy applies to all advertisements requiring advertisement consent 

under the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) 
Regulations 2007. Certain types of advertisements do not require advertisement 
consent and are regarded as having ‘deemed consent’ as they meet the 
specifications set out in the regulations. Information on what types of 
advertisements require consent is set out in Outdoor advertisements and signs: 
a guide for advertisers (Communities and Local Government, June 2007). 
Advertisements are only controlled in respect to their effect on amenity and 
public safety. Further guidance on Camden’s approach to advertisements is 
available in the supplmentary planning document Camden Planning Guidance 
on design.

Policy D4 Advertisements
The Council will require advertisements to preserve or enhance the character 
of their setting and host building. Advertisements must respect the form, 
fabric, design and scale of their setting and host building and be of the highest 
standard of design, material and detail. 

We will support advertisements that:

a.	 preserve the character and amenity of the area; and
b.	 preserve or enhance heritage assets and conservation areas.

We will resist advertisements that:

c.	 contribute to an unsightly proliferation of signage in the area;
d.	 contribute to street clutter in the public realm;
e.	 cause light pollution to nearby residential properties or wildlife habitats;
f.	 have flashing illuminated elements; or
g.	 impact upon public safety.

The Council will resist advertisements on shopfronts that are above facia level 
or ground floor level, except in exceptional circumstances.

Shroud advertisements, banners, hoardings / billboards / large outdoor 
signboards are subject to further criteria as set out in supplementary planning 
document Camden Planning Guidance on design .

Character and amenity

7.82	 Advertisements and signs should be designed to be complementary to and 
preserve the character of the host building and local area. The size, location, 
materials, details and illumination of signs must be carefully considered. 
Interesting and unique styles of advertisements and signs will be considered 
acceptable where they are compatible with the host buildings and surrounding 
environment. The Council will resist advertisements where they contribute to or 
constitute clutter or an unsightly proliferation of signage in the area.
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Heritage and conservation areas

7.83	 Advertisements in conservation areas and on or near listed buildings require 
particularly detailed consideration given the sensitivity and historic nature of 
these areas or buildings. Any advertisements on or near a listed building or in a 
conservation area must not harm their character and appearance and must not 
obscure or damage specific architectural features of buildings.

Street furniture and the public realm

7.84	 Street furniture includes objects placed on the street including traffic signs 
and signals, benches, street names, CCTV cameras, lighting, cycle parking, 
guardrails, bollards and bus shelters. The Council aims to reduce visual street 
clutter, reducing the number of objects on the street, rationalising their location 
and limiting the palette of materials. Free standing signs and signs on street 
furniture will not normally be accepted where they contribute to visual and 
physical clutter and create a hindrance to movement along the pavement or 
pedestrian footway.

Illumination and light pollution

7.85	 Advertisements should not become unduly dominant in the street scene, 
cause light pollution that disturbs residents at night, cause light pollution to 
wildlife habitats, or cause safety hazards to drivers. To achieve these aims, 
consideration should be given to the intensity of illumination, surface area to 
be illuminated and the positioning and colours of advertisements. The type 
and appearance of illuminated signs should be sympathetic to the design 
of the building on which it is located. The method of illumination (internal, 
external, lettering, neon, etc.) should be determined by the design of the 
building. Illuminated signs, both internal and external, should not be flashing or 
intermittent.

Impact on safety

7.86	 Advertisements will not be considered acceptable where they impact upon 
public safety, including when they:
•	 obstruct or impair sight lines to road users at junctions and corners;
•	 reduce the effectiveness of a traffic sign or signal;
•	 result in glare and dazzle or distract road users;
•	 distract road users because of their unusual nature;
•	 disrupt the free flow of pedestrian movement; or
•	 endanger pedestrians forcing them to step on to the road.

Placement of advertisements on shopfronts

7.87	 Generally shopfront advertisements will only be acceptable at the ground floor 
level, at fascia level or below. Fascia in this context refers to the signboard on 
the upper part of a shopfront showing the name of the shop. Advertisements 
above fascia level can appear visually obtrusive and unattractive and, where 
illuminated, they can cause light pollution to neighbouring residential properties.
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Discontinuance

7.88	 The Council takes a proactive approach to preserving or enhancing the 
townscape and public realm. Where existing advertisements with deemed 
consent are considered to harm the character and amenity of a building or local 
area the Council will, where appropriate seek removal of these advertisements, 
which may include serving of discontinuance notices.

Estate agent boards

7.89	 A certain number and size of estate agent boards can be erected on properties 
without the benefit of advertisement consent. Areas may be exempted from this 
deemed consent under Regulation 7 of the 1992 Regulations. In these areas no 
boards will be granted advertisement consent by the Council because of their 
effect on visual amenity, except in exceptional circumstances. Please refer to 
the Camden website for the list of exempted areas.
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