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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

30 Euston Square

London

NW1 2FB
Proposal:

Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Intrusive Survey to Internal Face of Melton Street Facade & Joint Separation Protection Works to Internal Tiled Columns at 1st, 2nd & 3rd Floors of Royal College of General Practioners Building, 

	Drawing Nos: Site Location Plan; Schedule 18 Heritage Agreement Method Statement; Protection of Heritage Columns Written Statement.


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application has been submitted by HS2 Ltd under Schedule 18 of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017.  It seeks approval from the London Borough of Camden of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Construction of a Permanent Reinforced Concrete Retaining Wall Tied into the North Flank Wall of the Grade II* Listed Building.

The designated heritage asset affected by this application is the grade II* listed Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP), formerly known as Nos 1-9 Melton Street, situated on the north side of Euston Road and the west side of Euston Square, within in the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  The property is a good example of an Edwardian office building in the Greek Revival style, which was built 1906-08 and extended in 1923 to the designs of Beresford Pite. Since 2010 it has been the headquarters of the Royal College of General Practitioners and is largely in office and administrative use.  This Schedule 18 application seeks consent for an intrusive survey to internal face of Melton Street facade and joint separation protection works to internal tiled columns at first, second and third floors.

The submitted method statement sets out the proposed works as follows:-

o An area of investigation has been identified on the Melton Street façade for intrusive survey work to better understand the building structure at interfaces between different building phases. Opening-up works will be undertaken to the internal face of the wall within the ground floor storeroom of Block C to determine whether the later façade is tied in with the original structure and whether a joint exists between the two. The inspection will involve the careful removal of 2-6 bricks and their reinstatement together with the modern plaster finish. 

o Approval is sought for the introduction of small movement joints between the underside of the downstand beams and the top of the tile-clad steel columns on the first, second and third floors which have pre-existing stress cracks. The joints will alleviate additional stresses which potentially could arise from ground movements caused by the HS2 engineering works. Due to the low level of movement predicted, it is not currently anticipated that these mitigation works will be necessary, but approval is sought in case they are required in the future. To this end, the top two courses of each column will be visually monitored during the initial phases of the HS2 works.

It is considered that in scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement demonstrates that methodologies will be used for the intrusive survey works and the potential installation of movement joints to the internal columns which will be sensitive to the historic fabric of the Royal College of General Practitioners building.  As such, the proposed works will cause no harm to the special interest of the grade II* listed building.

Public consultation was undertaken by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on 07 July 2022, stating, "The proposals and associated method statement provide reasonable precautions to secure the historic decorative tiled interiors during the course of works with appropriate safeguards should there be deterioration as a result of the HS2 construction works"

The site's planning history was taken into account when arriving at this decision.

This application sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017 to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.




Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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