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	Proposal(s)

	1. Installation of 2x flag poles above entrance to hotel

2. Display of 2x flags above hotel entrance

	Recommendation(s):
	

	Application Type:
	Full Planning Permission


	Conditions or Reasons for Refusal:
	Refer to Draft Decision Notice

	Informatives:
	

	Consultations

	Adjoining Occupiers: 
	No. notified


	00


	No. of responses

No. electronic
	00

00
	No. of objections


	00



	Summary of consultation responses:


	MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type]

	CAAC/Local groups* comments:

*Please Specify
	Bloomsbury CAAC objected, saying:

“We would like to object to the proposal on the basis that the two flagpoles will add visual clutter to the Morton Hotel and the surrounding streetscape that will be detrimental to the character Bloomsbury CA.”



	Site Description 

	The application site relates to The Morton Hotel situated on the eastern side of Woburn Place, at its junction with Bernard Street and Russell Square.  The building comprise of a 6-storey purpose built hotel occupying the upper 5 floors whilst ground floor and part of the basement is occupied by HSBC bank.  The hotel uses the remainder of the basement.  

Entrance to the building is off Woburn Place at ground floor level, leading to a lift and staircase.

The application site is not a listed building however, it falls within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. 



	Relevant History

	At the application site:
AS9804215 - Display of an internally illuminated projecting sign (as shown on one unnumbered drawing). – Granted 24/04/1998

Other  relevant planning history:

President Hotel, Russell Square

2022/0384/P & 2021/5980/A: Installation of four flag poles and flags above main hotel entrance canopy. Refused 16/06/2022.

Reason for refusal: The proposed flagpoles/ flags by reason of their scale and location adding harmful visual clutter would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the host building and the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, contrary to policies D1, D2 and D4 of the Camden Local Plan 2017.

Hotel Russell - 1-8 Russell Square

2016/7101/A: Display of 8 x internally illuminated fascia signs, 1x non-illuminated hanging sign, 4 x pole and flag sign, 4 x non-illuminated window vinyl signs, 5 x non-illuminated directional signs. Granted 23/02/2017.

Note: The flags approved in this application were replacing previously existing flags. 

Disraeli House, 6 Bloomsbury Square

2021/4038/A & 2021/4044/L: 45 degree angled flag pole with flag showing company name/emblem. 

Refused 19/11/2021

Reason for refusal: The proposed advertisement by reason of its scale and location adding harmful visual clutter would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the host building which is listed, the wider terrace and the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, contrary to policies D2 and D4 of the Camden Local Plan 2017



	Relevant policies

	LDF Core Strategy and Development Policies
The London Plan 2021

London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017

D1 – Design

D2 Heritage

D4 - Advertisements

Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERR) 2013

Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy 2011

	Assessment

	1. Proposal
1.1 The applicant seeks planning permission and advertisement consent to attach two flagpoles to the first floor above the entrance of the building for the purpose of displaying the resident hotel’s logo on two flags.
1.2 Assessment
1.3 The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 permits the Council to only consider amenity and public safety matters in determining advertisement consent applications.
1.4 Policy D4, which states that only adverts that “preserve or enhance heritage assets and conservation areas” will be supported. Those that “contribute to an unsightly proliferation of signage in the area” and “contribute to street clutter in the public realm” will be resisted.

1.5 The policy goes on to state that: “Advertisements in conservation areas require particularly detailed consideration given the sensitivity and historic nature of these areas.  Any advertisements in a conservation area must not harm the character and appearance of that area. The application site is located within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. The Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy specifically cites flags as being a factor detrimental to the character of the area.

1.6 Paragraph 5.6 states: “Building frontages, roads, pavements and the squares are all important elements of the public realm and the cumulative impact of small scale additions can have an overall detrimental impact on the character of the area. Such additions can include: Visual clutter from excessive signage and flags”

1.7 Visual Amenity.

1.8 The host property is noted the Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal as being a positive contributor to the conservation area. The site is located close to a number of  other positive contributors and listed building most notably the Russell Hotel  which is Grade II* listed. 

1.9 It is noted that the Russell Hotel does have flags either side of its entrance. Flags have been present at this building historically and certainly pre-date current advertising policy.  In respect of the application site the building has not historically had flags and it is considered that the introduction of features result in harmful visual clutter contrary to Policy D4 and CPG – Advertisements which specifically states, ‘Adverts states that in some commercial areas, flags or banners may be considered a suitable form of display. Within residential areas, conservation areas, and on or near listed buildings we will be primarily concerned with safeguarding the amenity, character and appearance of these areas and buildings and therefore it is unlikely that such advertisements will be supported.’ . 
1.10 Therefore, the addition, at high level, of commercial impedimenta, such as flags carrying logos would fail to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Bloomsbury Conservation area.

1.11 Public Safety
1.12 Given the flags will be non-illuminated, no public safety issues are raised in terms of distracting drivers or having a negative impact on pedestrians.

1.13 Recommendation
1.14 It is recommended that Planning Permission be refused for the following reason:

1.15 The proposed flagpoles by reason of their scale and location adding harmful visual clutter would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the host building, and the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, contrary to policies D1, D2 and D4 

1.16 It is recommended that advertisement consent be refused for the following reason:

1.17 The proposed advertisements by reason of their scale and location adding harmful visual clutter would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the host building and the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, contrary to policies D2 and D4 of the Camden Local Plan 2017.




