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Project Summary
This document has been prepared to support a planning application for works to 
the rear of UCL’s Rockefeller Building to create a series of electrical plant rooms 
accessed via a new lightwell. The full scope of works is listed below with those 
items requiring planning consent noted in bold.

Scope of Works Overview
• Removal of Asbestos within oil tank room.
• Removal of redundant services within oil tank room.
• Removal of redundant services and small structures within the Rockefeller 

Goods Yard.
• Removal of tanks and decontamination of oil tank room.
• Construction of lightwell within Rockefeller Goods Yard.
• Construction of a lifting beam within Rockefeller Goods Yard.
• Construction of an internal deck and staircase within the oil tank room
• Construction of a new opening at base of lightwell into oil tank room.
• Installation of electrical cable beneath the pavement within UCL’s demise.

UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Introduction

Rockefeller building shaded Indigo New Eastman Dental facilities within the Rockefeller building opening by HRH Princess Anne
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UCL Wilkins Building

UCL Cruciform Building

Rockefeller Building 

74 Huntley Street

Paul O’Gorman

Chenies Mews

Aerial View: South Aerial View: North Rockefeller Goods Yard (with access to Oil Tank room on the right)

The Rockefeller building is located on University street between Gower Street 
and Huntley street.

It houses multiple UCL departments and facilities.

The original building dates from the late Victorian period and has later rear 
extensions from the mid and late 20th century. One of these structures houses 
the UCL anatomy laboratory. The building is Grade II listed.

The Rockefeller Oil Tank room sits beneath the UCL anatomy laboratory and is 
accessed from the Rockefeller Goods Yard.

Gower Street
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We list below, to assist in orientation, the structures adjacent to the works. 

Rockefeller Building 
The Rockefeller building, and the connected 74 Huntley street, were originally 
constructed as two separate properties within the same overall building by Paul, 
son of Alfred, Waterhouse. The properties were purpose built to provide a medical 
school and nurses accommodation respectively.

Rockefeller Boiler room
This space sits below the late 20th century rear extension to the original building. 
The lowest level of this space is circa 4.2m below ground level.

Rockefeller Oil Tank room
This space is located to the south of the boiler room sitting beneath the same 
late 20th century extension. The lowest level of this space is circa 3.7m below 
ground level.  

Rockefeller Fire Escape Alley
Between the Anatomy Lab extension and the rear of the terraced town houses 
along Gower street is a secured alley forming a fire escape route. 

UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Location : Project Scope
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The oil tank room is accessed from the Rockefeller/Paul O’Gorman goods yard 
which is located behind a set of security gates at the north end of Chenies Mews.

External works proposed:
1. Removal of redundant services as shown in the photograph below.
2. Removal of redundant structures as shown in the photograph below.
3. Construction of new 3.7m deep lightwell within the roadway with cover. 

Approximate size indicated by red outline on photograph below.
4. Construction of a lifting beam over the lightwell.
5. 1no. new door opening and installation of louvred doors at base of lightwell.
6. 2no. new opening for ventilation louvres

UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Proposals : Rockefeller Goods Yard (External)

Redundant structures and services abutting the building Rockefeller Goods Yard (red box indicates extent of new light well)
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We understand that the works within the tank room itself are not subject to 
planning consent. Nevertheless these are identified below to provide a full scope 
of works..

Internal works proposed:
1. Removal of redundant  oil tanks and services as shown in the photograph 

below.
2. Removal of asbestos from pipework.
3. Enlargement of existing access door and provision of platform and staircase.
4. Construction of new full height blockwork walls within the space.

UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Proposals : Oil Tank Room (Internal)

Oil tank room: Internal view Oil tank room: Internal viewOil tank room: Internal view
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UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Proposals : Goods Yard & Oil Tank Room
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A new electrical cable is required to link the new sub station and switch gear in 
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cafe. The cafe is  within the covered lightwell between the Rockefeller and Paul 
O’Gorman buildings.
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page).

External works proposed:
1. New electrical cable from oil tank room to the Rockefeller Boiler Room via the 

fire escape alley. The cable will be below ground for the majority of this run, 
emerging above ground before dropping into the Boiler House.
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3no. sets of louvres to provide ventilation

New 215 blockwork 4 hour fire rated walls 
with new fire rated double doors

Existing SVP retained

New 215 blockwork 4 hour fire rated walls 

New galvanised steel platform with lifting 
beam and staircase

1no twin set of double louvred doors to 
shared UKPN & UCL lobby space 

Existing district heating system pipework 
retained

New lightwell to SE details. Allow for waterproofing 
behind walls and slab. Allow for drainage connection 
- details to be confirmed. Lightwell to be covered 
with custom hinged access covers by EJCO capable 
of supporting vehicular movement. Intake air grille 
through access cover.

Cable pit likely required

Exhaust through louvres

Equipment layout is indicative. Final layout 
by UKPN

UKPN cable entry point

Drainage connection 

Cable exiting tank room at level level in
uPVC ducts through wall

Cables running in ground
( in uPVC ducts)
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UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Proposals : Cable Route (Internal)

A new electrical mains cable is required to link the new sub station and switch 
gear in the oil tank room to the existing electrical panels beneath the Paul 
O’Gorman cafe. The cafe is within the covered lightwell between the Rockefeller 
and Paul O’Gorman buildings.

Internal works proposed:
1. New electrical cable enters from the fire escape alley and is ceiling mounted 

as it moves through the Boiler House before rising into the electrical switch 
room beneath the Paul O’Gorman cafe.
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UCL Rockefeller Sub Station
Proposals : Access Statement

The works described within this application do not create any new habitable 
space or spaces used by the general public. The works subdivide and improve 
access to a redundant plant room to allow it to operate as a new plant room.

Access improvements to the Oil Tank room include:
1. An external lightwell for the delivery of equipment.
2. New door and ironmongery within existing opening at top of steps into Oil 

Tank room.
3. Enlarged doorway at entrance point into Oil Tank room.
4. New entrance platform and staircase within the Oil Tank room itself.

The  new lightwell will have cover suitable for vehicular traffic.

The works do not have a detrimental impact on the existing access 
arrangements to the adjacent buildings. 
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New 215mm brickwork 4 hour fire rated walls. Fullybonded brickwork . Frogged fletons constructed in english 
bond with neat struck joints. Walls to be fair faced.

New lightwell constructed as Structural Engineers details. Sump for portable
drainage pump to be provided at base of lightwell. Lightwell to be covered with
Elkington Gatic plant access hatch suitable for trafficed area. Hatch to provide

miniumum clear opening of 1500mm x 2450mm when hatch is removed.

3no. Existing steel (lifting) beams to be retained. 

Existing SVP retained

Existing district heating system pipework retained

Existing 3no. sets of high level louvres to be replaced with 4 four fire rated sets.
Approx overall dimensions of openings 1575mm x 290mm Ht

Ceilings within 3no. UCL rooms and UKPN room to have Promat Durasteel SMT suspended ceiling to 
up-rate slabs to a 4 hour fire rating, to protect insulation or to avoid heat buildup behind downstands - 
By specialist licensee. Contact Phil Chapman of Promat (07713324845)  for approved licensees and for a 
'Letter of Conformity'  needed for Duratsteel Construction. Licensee to provide proposed construction 
drawings for UKPN acceptance. Minimum height within rooms to be 3250mm. Contractor to perfom pull 
test to demonstrate  suitability of existing soffit.

4no. earth rods to UKPN specification  with 5 tonne rated inspection chamber

Galvanised steel access ladder to lightwell. Top of ladder to allow for
lightwell cover

2no. new openings with opening of 2400mm x  260mm ht at high level. New
louvres to openings.

Fire Rating: TBC
Free Area: 70%

Lightwell access cover to UKPN specification

Set of double louvred doors from Lightwell . Minimum clear width to be
2300mm. Ht to be 2100mm. Minimum 150mm upstand within doorway.

New galvanised steel platform with checker plate flooring with lifting beam and staircase. Staircase to meet 
Building Regulation requirements  and  BS 5395 for a Utility Stair.

Existing opening enlarged to circa 1500mm with level access and new fire rated louvred double doors to be 
installed
Fire rating: TBC
Free Area : 70%

Floors within 3no. UCL rooms and UKPN room to have earthing mesh to Services Consultant design. 
Existing concrete slab to be over screeded. Depth of screed to be sufficeint to give minimum coverage 
requirements of retained existing upstands at base of oil tanks. Topping screed to have a minimum 
compressive strength of 40N/sq.mm after 28 days. Concrete works finished with a steel float to within 
+/- 2mm over 2000mm. Earth mesh to be run within screed.

New fire rated louvred double doors to 3no. UCL 
rooms with 1800mm clear opening. 
Fire rating: 4 hours
Free Area : 70%

P1 10.12.21 Pre-tender issue
P2 16.12.21 Pre-tender issue - Cost planning and background issue.
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Oil Tank room: Proposed Section
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Galvanised steel access ladder to lightwell. Top of ladder to allow for 
lightwell cover

Set of double louvred doors from Lightwell . 
Minimum clear width to be 2000mm. Height to be 2100mm
Minimum 150mm upstand within doorway.
Free Area TBC.

Lifting beam over to Structural Engineers details. Ht TBC on 
site.

Lightwell to be covered with Elkington Gatic plant access hatch suitable for trafficed 
area. Hatch to provide miniumum clear opening of 1500mm x 2450mm when hatch is 
removed.

Drainage to Structural Engineers details

4no. earth rods to UKPN specification  with 5 tonne rated 
inspection chamber

Ventilation pipe to generator bulk store to be retained. Contractor to allow for 
relocation if necessary to form lightwell

Foam inlet to generator bulk store to be retained.

Generator refuel pipe to be relocated to allow lightwell
construction. Exact location to be agreed.

Hatched area indicates new lightwell to oil tank room. Approximate depth 3.7m.
Refer to proposed plan for finished size of lightwell.

Refueling cabient to be demolished. 
5no. redundant oil intake points and associated pipework to be removed.
1no. generator fuel intake point and associated pipework to be relocated.

3 no. existing ventiltaion pipes to be removed. 1no. to be 
retained.

Foam inlet cabinet to be retained. Allow for door to be replaced.
Foam inlet to generator bulk store to be retained.

Foam inlets for oil tank room to be removed.

Existing RWP

Existing district heating system pipework retained

Goods yard access gates

Medium Grit Anti-Slip Stair Nosing to be adhered to existing
steps to provide contrast and improved grip on steps
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Existing door to be replaced with new louvred door
Fire Rating: Nil
Free Area: 70%

Ironmongery:  TBC

2no. new openings with opening of 2400mm x  260mm ht at
high level. New louvres to openings.

Fire Rating: Nil
Free Area: 70%

2no. new opening for louvres

Opening through existing wall into new lightwell. Opening to be minimum 
1585mm width and 2175mm ht with 150mm upstand at threshold

Plinth to be removed

P1 10.12.21 Pre-tender issue

A
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B

P2 16.12.21 Pre-tender issue - Cost planning and background issue.

Rockefeller Goods Yard:  External Works


