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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND THE PROPERTY   

 

1.1 40 Messina Avenue is a 3-storey terraced house situated of the busy high street on 

Kilburn High Road and opposite Kilburn Grange Park. It is in the borough of 

Camden.   

 

1.2 Camden is a diverse and dynamic Borough with rich built and natural environments. 

The borough contains many neighbourhoods each with their own distinctive identify 

and characteristics. Its architectural heritage is vast, and the borough has many 

buildings and places of architectural or historic importance. Although 40 Messina is 

characterful building it is not listed nor in a conservation area. 

 

1.3 The property is of mainly red brick construction while the rear comprises of yellow 

stock. The property has an upstand at the front of the property that hides the 

pitched roof to the rear of the property. The opening of the windows are surrounded 

by a white painted stonework that the majority are in disrepair. 

 

1.4 All the existing (Front and Rear) windows comprise timber single glazed, sliding 

sashes with varies mullion styles. The property has three windows, two storey bays 

that utilise render and white painted timber frames to provide contrast against the 

brickwork. The upper portions of windows are sub-divided by glazing bars. The 

timber front door is still in good shape and not part of this application for 

replacements. 

 

1.5 Rear uPVC window and double-glazed door have become a later addition and not 

part of this application for replacements (See Photo – 13) 
 

1.6 Notting Hill Genesis are proposing to replace all the existing windows at 40 Messina 

to match existing material and style. This design and access statement has been 

prepared in support of planning application to replace these windows and door set. 

 

1.7 There are no changes proposed to the: Amount of housing, the Layout, Scale, 

Landscaping, Use or Access to the buildings. Therefore, this Design and Access 

Statement addresses Appearance and some contextual planning 

requirements/policies.  

 

1.8 The proposed replacements are: 

• Double glazed timber sliding sash window to match existing styles/proportions 

 

1.9 A full list of the submitted drawings and documents are provided in Appendix A.  

 

 

2.0 REASONS FOR ALTERATIONS 

 

2.1 These alterations are proposed to: 

• Increase the comfort levels of the residents by installing more thermally 

efficient windows. Residents are currently using make-shift draughtproofing 

measures to increase indoor comfort  

• As a social landlord, Notting Hill Genesis have an obligation to maintain their 

housing stock. The installation of new double glazing will hopefully reduce the 

fuel usage by the residents and help NHG to future proof their housing stock. 
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• The proposed replacements with low maintenance timber products will lead to 

an insignificant change in appearance but greatly improved living conditions 

for occupiers and reduced environmental impact and costs.  

 

 

3.0 LOCAL POLICIES AND DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

 

3.1 The following planning policies/documents have been considered as part of this 

application: 

• Camden Planning Guidance – (January 2021) 

 

3.2 A planning application for the replacement of these windows are required as the 

property is a block of residential flats in the borough of Camden. 

 

3.3 Double-glazed sliding sash timber windows to match existing are proposed to all 

elevations. Principal of the Camden Planning Guidance (January 2021) states that 

“The durability of materials should be considered as well as the visual attractiveness 

of materials. For example, timber is the traditional material for doors and windows 

and will often be the most appropriate material, whereas uPVC can have a harmful 

aesthetic impact”. The proposed will retain existing window proportions and 

traditional features as closely as possible. 

 

3.4 This proposal will ensure that the character of the property is not comprised as a 

result of the change. The proposed double glazed sliding sash windows details have 

been provided as part of this application (see drawings 2400) 

 

3.5 Principle 5.6 of the Design CPJ January 2021 states ‘Where individual elements of 

buildings are being replaced or upgraded as part of maintenance work, materials 

should be used that respect the character and architectural integrity of existing 

buildings. The use of like-for-like replacements will often be the most appropriate 

design response to ensure that the overall design quality and composition of an 

existing building… is not compromised”. Using like-for-for like traditional wood for 

the replacement in the windows does not detract from the local character of the 

building as well as the double glazing providing more thermal comfort for the 

residence.  

 

 

4.0 SUMMARY  

 

4.1 Notting Hill Genesis are proposing to replace the existing aging single glazed timber 

sliding sash windows to double glazed timber windows with new thermally efficient 

windows that comply with the current building regulations.  

 

4.2 The proposed windows will match the existing fenestration, respect local character 

and use durable materials. The appearance of the new traditional timber windows 

on the front and rear elevation will not detract from the existing character of the 

property.
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APPENDIX A 
 

 LIST OF SUBMITTED DRAWINGS 
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APPENDIX B 
 

WINDOW DETAILS 
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APPENDIX C 
 

PHOTOS 
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