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1 Introduction 
This technical note is to outline the energy strategy to be adopted for the refurbishment (without extension) located 

at 18-19 Southampton Place in Camden.  Two properties have been combined into one building with common access. 

The full property addresses are as below: - 

 

• 18-19 Southampton Place, London WC1A 2AJ 

 

Refer to architectural information from Spratley + Partners architects for details of alterations to listed elements. 

 

The previous EPC during occupation (before strip-out) was as below. 

 

Address Class NIA ft² NIA m² EPC 
Cert 

Expiry 
date 

18-19 Southampton Place  B1 6,762 1,080 C68 19/04/2022 

 

2 Camden Energy Policy 
Camden Energy Efficiency and Adaption planning guidance encourages energy improvement of existing building and 

notes that a listed status should not prevent improvements being made.  Sensitive improvements should be made to 

listed buildings without causing harm to the historic features. 

 

Guidance on improvements to both existing and listed buildings included within the Camden Planning Guidance will 

be used to determine the best approach to sustainable improvements within the buildings. 

3 Building Regulations 
The buildings above are exempt from Building Regulations Approved Document Part L2B Conservation of fuel and 

power in existing buildings other than dwellings (including 2010, 2011, 2013 & 2016 amendments) due to their listed 

nature.  However, Part L2B is to be used as guidance for the improvement to be made within the buildings. 

4 Listed Buildings 
All proposed works are subject to listed building consent before being carried out. 

5 Energy Performance Certificate 
Whilst listed buildings do not require an EPC the buildings have been assessed previously.  An EPC rating of E is the 

minimum required for commercial rental properties.  The existing ratings fall below this minimum.  Whilst being listed 

means they can still be rented without meeting the minimum requirements they may be viewed unfavourably by 

renters.  There is a notional target of a C rating set by the client subject to approval of the proposed energy 

improvements.   
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6 Proposed Improvements 
The following outlines the proposed improvements.  The works to be undertaken are minor in nature and do not 

include extensions, change of use or change of energy status as defined in Part L2B.  Works do include renovation of 

thermal elements and works of controlled fittings and services. 

6.1 Be Lean 

The existing windows are to be refurbished to open for natural ventilation and to reduce leakage when closed. 

 

The existing mansard roof extension to the property is currently uninsulated.   As these areas are to be access for 

strengthening works and electrical wiring it is proposed these are to be insulated.  The level of insulation provided will 

target the improved U-Values within table 5 of Part L2B but will be subject the existing joist depth.  Final U-Value 

achieved will be subject to survey. 

 

There are no plans to insulate any other part of the building fabric which is historic both in the external façade and 

also internally within a number of the rooms. 

 

The buildings are to remain air conditioned, as per the ventilation strategy.  Mechanical extract is proposed for the 

existing toilets, new showers and new kitchenettes/tea points in line with Building Regulations Approved Document 

Part F Ventilation.  The exhaust from the fans through the façade and internal routing of ductwork, grilles and 

ancillaries is subject to listed building consent. 

 

Electric heating is proposed to circulation areas, toilets and showers to minimise routing of pipework within these 

areas.  Electric point of use water heaters will be provided to wash hand basin taps, kitchen taps and showers. 

 

A gas fuelled heating system has not been proposed for the buildings as the existing gas supplies are to be removed to 

remove their reliance of fossil fuels.  In addition the provision of a water heating system would require the doubling of 

emitters within each room as a separate cooling fan coil unit would also be required to maintain temperatures in 

summer. 

 

New LED based re-lamping of existing lighting will be provided through-out. 

 

The building will be individually metered for electric and water. 

6.2 Be Clean 

There is no existing district energy network within proximity to these buildings which could be used for heating. 

6.3 Be Green 

Thus all occupied rooms are to be provided with heating and cooling fan coil units served from air source reversible 

heat pumps located at roof level or within the courtyards.  As the office was previously configured for high level 

services within a ceiling zone, the refurbishment and replacement heat pumps are proposed in this configuration. 

7 Conclusion 
Subject to heritage approval of the above proposed energy improvements it is anticipated that a ‘C’ EPC rating should 

be achieved for the building.  The final EPC rating will be subject to final U-Value achieved and equipment selections, 

but a draft is anticipated to be a mid-scoring C rating, to be confirmed by Morgan Lovell. 
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