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On behalf of the Belsize Society: this is a mature attractive tree, protected by a tree protection order. It is 

visible from Buckland Crescent and is one in a row of just a few trees at the back of College Crescent. Apart 

from their visual attractiveness, these trees play an important role in counteracting the air and noise pollution 

from traffic in the nearby multi-lane traffic junction of Fitzjohn's Avenue, Avenue Road and Finchley Road. If it 

is established that the false acacia is responsible for subsidence damage, then all other remedies should be 

considered before felling this tree. It appears that felling the tree is being proposed as the first possible 

remedy for the subsidence, before it has been established conclusively that the tree is responsible for the 

cracking damage. 

The minor cracking damage in the garden flat, at front and back, is categorised as "slight." The Initial 

Technical Report by Davies Subsidence suggests that trees at the back of the property are likely to be the 

cause of damage to the back of the property but no likely cause has been put forward for the cracking to the 

front of the property. A 12 month level monitoring exercise is recommended by the report and this should be 

undertaken at the back as well as the front of the property to provide further evidence as to the cause of the 

damage.  The drain damage already identified should be put right and a programme of pruning instigated for 

the robinia. IF, after such remediation measures, further investigation and obtaining the results of 12 months 

level monitoring, the robinia is implicated as a main cause of the damage, then solutions, such as a root 

barrier, should be considered in preference to felling the tree.
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