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Zone of Visual Influence

This study provides a comparative analysis of the visibility of
the proposal at 1 Museum Street, Holborn, London WC1A. The
study uses the method of “shadow casting” whereby light
sources are placed within a computer model of the proposal
and its context. These lights then cast shadows onto the
ground plane of the model. From these shadows diagrams of
visibility are created.

This technique does not assess the amount of a development
that is visible, only those areas where at least some part of a
development is visible.

Methodology

This study is generated using a simple computer model that
combines an accurate model of the proposed scheme with
a highly simplified model of the surrounding context (with
buildings shown to an accuracy of approx +/ — 1.5m).

Into this model a series of light sources are placed at the
upper extremities of the scheme being studied.

From this model a plan view of the study area is generated
showing the light sources casting shadows onto a surface
raised 1.6m above the normal ground level. Any part of this
surface that is exposed to one or more light sources will be
shown in a coloured tone, indicating that at least some part
of the scheme is visible from this position.

It should be noted that this method will not produce reliable
results where there is a discontinuity in the test surface such
as at steps, retaining walls etc.
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Plan diagram showing areas of visibility.
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