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Network Rail Consultation Response

Application reference: 2021/2164/P
Location: Land to the north of the British Library
Recommendation: No objection - informatives

Thank you for consulting Network Rail regarding the above planning application. It is
strongly recommended that the developer contacts Network Rail’s Asset Protection and

commencing on site.

Network Rail strongly recommends the developer complies with the following comments
and requirements to maintain the safe operation of the railway and protect Network Rail’s
infrastructure.

Buried Services

Any works by the developer on the land adjacent to NR infrastructure will need to be
undertaken following engagement with NR ASPRO to determine the interface with NR
assets, buried or otherwise and by entering into a BAPA (Basic Asset Protection
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Agreement), with a specified minimum notice period before commencement of physical
works on the site.

The developer is responsible for a detailed services survey to locate the position, type of
services, including buried services, in the vicinity of railway and development site. Any utility
services identified shall be brought to the attention of Senior Asset Protection Engineer
(SAPE) in Network Rail if they belong to railway assets. The SAPE will ascertain and specify
what measures, including possible re-location and cost, along with any other asset
protection measures shall be implemented by the developer.

Site Layout

It is recommended that all buildings be situated at least 2 metres from the boundary fence,
to allow construction and any future maintenance work to be carried out without involving
entry onto Network Rail's infrastructure. Where trees exist on Network Rail land the design
of foundations close to the boundary must take into account the effects of root penetration
in accordance with the Building Research Establishment’s guidelines.

Existing railway infrastructures should not be loaded with additional surcharge from the
proposed development unless the agreement is reached with Network Rail. Stability of the
ground / embankment adjacent to the railway should not be loaded with increased
surcharge to mitigate the risk of instability of the ground which can cause the settlement
on Network Rail infrastructure.

Piling

The developer must ensure that any piling work near or adjacent to the railway does not
cause an operational hazard to Network Rail’s infrastructure. Impact/Driven piling scheme
for a development near or adjacent to Network Rail’s operational infrastructure needs to be
avoided, due to the risk of a major track fault occurring. No vibro-
compaction/displacement piling plant shall be used in development. Where piling
equipment / plant is to be used in the development, foundation design and details of the
use of such machinery and a method statement should be submitted for the approval of
Network Rail’s Asset Protection Engineer prior to the commencement of works and the
works shall only be carried out in accordance with the approved method statement.

Excavations/ Earthworks

All excavations / earthworks carried out in the vicinity of Network Rail’s property / structures
must be designed and executed such that no interference with the integrity of that property
/ structure can occur. If temporary compounds are to be located adjacent to the operational
railway, these should be included in a method statement for approval by Network Rail. Prior
to commencement of works, full details of excavations and earthworks to be carried out
near the railway undertaker’s boundary fence should be submitted for approval of the Local
Planning Authority acting in consultation with the railway undertaker and the works shall
only be carried out in accordance with the approved details. Where development may
affect the railway, consultation with the Asset Protection Engineer should be undertaken.

Environmental issues

The design and siting of buildings should take into account the possible effects of noise
and vibration and the generation of airborne dust resulting from the operation of the
railway.

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Netwark Rail, One Stratford Place, London, E15 1AZ Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk



OFFICIAL

Scaffolding, Plants & Cranes

All operations, including the use of cranes or other mechanical plant working adjacent to
Network Rail’s property, must always be carried out in a “fail safe” manner such that in
the event of mishandling, collapse or failure, no plant or materials can fall within 4.0m of
the boundary with Network Rail. Operation of mobile cranes should comply with CPA
Good Practice Guide ‘Requirements for Mobile Cranes Alongside Railways Controlled by
Network Rail’. Operation of Tower Crane should also comply with CPA Good Practice
Guide 'Requirements for Tower Cranes Alongside Railways Controlled by Network

Rail’. Operation of Piling Rig should comply with Network Rail standard ‘NR-L3-INI-
CP0063 - Piling adjacent to the running line’. Any scaffold which is to be constructed
within 10 metres of the railway boundary fence must be erected in such a manner that at
no time will any poles over-sail the railway and protective netting around such scaffold
must be installed. The applicant/applicant’s contractor must consider if they can
undertake the works and associated scaffold/access for working at height within the
footprint of their property boundary. Any scaffold which is to be constructed adjacent to
the railway boundary fence must be erected in such a manner that at no time will any
poles fall within the platform and 3.00 metres from the live OHLE and protective netting
around such scaffold must be installed.

Construction activities

The applicant shall provide all construction methodologies relating to works that may
import risks onto the operational railway and potential disruption to railway services, the
assets and the infrastructure for acceptance prior to commencing the works. All works
must also be risk assessed to avoid disruptions to the operational railway

I trust the above clearly sets out Network Rail’s position on the planning application. Should
you require any more information from Network Rail, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,

Seana Heaney

Town Planning Technician
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