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04 POLICIES

D. SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

POLICY 9: Pavements & Pedestrians

Pedestrian access in the Area - particularly in and around the West Hampstead Growth
Area - shall be improved by development that takes into account the following:

Provides safe and wide pavements, giving the maximum possible space to pedestrians.

Is set well back from the pavement, where appropriate, with

the aim of giving additional pavement space.

Improves accessibility for disabled people and those with push chairs.

Contributes to improved and safer pedestrian crossings - particularly
on the roads listed in D14.

Increases the amount of space for pedestrians around public transport facilities.

Improves the existing network of paths in the Area.

Contributes to the provision of new paths and, where viable,

new crossings over the railway lines.

D14. Pavements & Pedestrians: The London Plan (Policy

6.10) says “the Mayor will work with all relevant
partners to bring about a significant increase in
walking in London, by emphasising the quality of
the pedestrian and street environment, including
the use of shared space principles — promoting
simplified streetscape, decluttering and access
for all”. The CCS notes (p.9) that walking accounts
for nearly half the journeys taken by Camden
residents and says (14.20) “the Council will seek
improvements for all pedestrians to ensure good
quality access and circulation arrangements, including
improvement to existing routes and footways".

There is strong support for additional space(s) for
pedestrians in the Area (Objective 3). In many
parts of the Area, pedestrians are forced onto
narrow, uneven and poorly maintained pavements.
A popular example of where additional space

has recently been made for pedestrians is the
entrance to the Thameslink station on Iverson
Road. Other similarly creative schemes should be
brought forward for other parts of the Area.

A particular problem is the pavements between
the three stations on West End Lane. At busy times,
especially during the rush hour, the pavements
become congested and pedestrians regularly

spill onto the road. During the course of its work,
the NDF looked into the possibility of a survey of
pedestrian movements and flows in the area to
shape the design of future improvements and
policies. The cost was beyond the financial resources
of the NDF, but the Plan calls on Camden Council
to implement such a study. This could be funded
from S106 or CIL money. (see Transport Table)

There is scope to improve the safety of the
pedestrian crossings to give more space for
pedestrians, including wheelchair users and those
with pushchairs on the following roads in the area:

West End Lane

Mill Lane

Fortune Green Road
Finchley Road
Shoot-up-Hill
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D15. Street clutter: a range of signs, traffic signals,
bins, black boxes, railings and commercial signs
appear on many pavements in the Area. In
order to make more space for pedestrians and
to improve movement these items should be
minimised; where they are needed, they should
be set back as far as possible or placed on side
streets. Visual clutter - such as out of date street
signs and estate agent boards - should also be
minimised. Waste and recycling from residential
and commercial premises should not be left on
pavements for long periods. Fly-tipping should
be strongly discouraged and heavily penalised.

D16. Pathways: a number of paths in the Area
provide important pedestrian routes.

They are:

+ Billy Fury Way (West End Lane to Finchley Road)

» Black Path (West End Lane to Broomsleigh Street)
» Potteries Path (West End Lane to Lymington Road)
+ ‘02 Centre path’ (Blackburn Road to O2 Centre)

+ Wayne Kirkham Way (Mill Lane to West End
Sidings estate)

These routes should be well maintained, well lit,
safe and secure - including, where appropriate,
the use of CCTV cameras. Where possible, they
should also be opened up and widened. Due to
concerns about its safety, Wayne Kirkham Way
would benefit from renovation and/or redesign.

There is also a need for new pedestrian routes in the
area, particularly in and around the Growth Area and
for new crossings over the railway lines. The railways
lines divide the area and are a barrier to movement,

with limited crossing points. Suggestions for new

crossings over the railway lines include new north/

south routes through the Growth Area (see 4B).
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RECOMMENDATION H: in support of Policy
9 the following actions are recommended.

The removal of clutter and obstructions
from pavements and paths in the Area.

Efforts to promote the removal
of unnecessary visual clutter,
signs and advertising.

A survey of pedestrian movements around
the three West Hampstead stations

to inform and provide improvements for
pedestrians in this area.

Such a scheme should consider:

A new pedestrian crossing outside West
Hampstead tube station and the removal
of other nearby pedestrian crossings.

An expanded pedestrian area on the
railway bridge above the Underground
lines, linking with the new pedestrian
space at 189-199 West End Lane.

A redeveloped London Overground
station set well back from the pavement.

The removal of all street clutter between
the Overground station and Iverson Road
to provide a clear pedestrian connection
to the Thameslink station forecourt.
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