
May I suggest that you consider this application under full Planning permission rather 

than under Permitted Development. 

 

I note that a previous application for a full rooftop extension of a two-storey property 

in the Quickswood sector has been denied because: “the proposed rooftop 

extension, by reason of its siting, size, material and detailed design, would appear as 

an overbearing and incongruous addition to the host building, and would thereby 

detract from the character and appearance of the host building and the wider area, 

contrary to the aims of Policy D1 of the Camden Local Plan”.  This application 

appears to be comparable to that which was denied. 

 

In responding to Tulip Sadiq, and the 20th Century Society, Daniel Pope, Chief 

Planning Officer stated: “the buildings of the Quickswood Estate are thoughtfully 

designed and laid out with generous landscaping, they are modest in appearance, 

uniform and arranged in consistent terraces which is an attractive feature”. Given the 

“overbearing and incongruous addition” for this similar application, the “attractive 

feature” of the “consistent terraces” will be destroyed. 

 

You have previously acknowledged the presence of High Alumina Cement (HAC) as 

a deleterious material in the buildings of Quickswood.   If you are to grant Prior 

Approval, then can it be a condition that investigations are conducted to identify 

whether any conversion of the roof beams has occurred, and that the roof structure is 

capable of supporting any additional load, and without detriment to the adjoining 

properties. 
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Ref: 3143.

CHALCOIS ESIATE - PHASE 1,

LONDON, N.W. 3.

r.) Obiect:

To report on the structurol

situoted ot suspended floor

sto.bility of ihe high olumino (HAC) beoms

ond roof levels.

2.) 'The Pioblem:

The ossessment of the stobility of HAC structures become necessory

due to the foilure of precost.prestressed beoms of HAC over the

swimming Pool of ihe sir John Coss ond Redcoot school ot stepney.

After the monufocture of HAc concrete, 'conversion' will occur.

The process is o continuous one in which the degree of conversion

relotive to the oge of the concrete is o criticol foctor in ossessing

the strength of the concrete.

ln fovouroble conditions of costing, curing ond environment, there

should not be o significont drop in the strengih of the concrete.

Unfovouroble conditions of monufocture ond/or environment con

leod to occeleroted conversion ond consequent Ioss of strength.

HAC concrete which hos suffered occeleroted conversion is generolly

more porous ond therefore potentiolly more vulneroble to chemicol

ottock

The Buildings:

The buildings consist of two storey potio houses, types A ond B

ond three storey Brown split level ond Brown flot houses constructed

bosicolly of lood beoring brick porty wolls supporting high olumino

3.)

-t continued.
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5.)
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The Buildings (continued):

cement (HAC) precost, prestressed units ot floor ond roof levels.

The prestressing force results in o noturol upword comber in the units.

The HAC suspended floor ond roof units, which were monufoctured by

Pierheod Limited in 1966, ore of "1" shoped section, 7" deep, ond

in vorying spons, the moximum of which is l8'9" (5.7 m).

At floor levels the construction is of HAC units ot vorious spocings

with lightweight breeze blocks between ond the whole oreo covered

wiih screed, giving o degree of composite oction.

The roof of the Brown Houses wos constructed in the some monner os

the floors noted obove.

The roof to the Potio houses consists of isoloted HAC purlins supporting

wood wool ond woterproof f inish.

4.) Reseorch:

A greot deol of reseorch wos corried out by the Building Reseorch

Siotion, Universities, Professionol lnstitutions ond vorious monufocturers

culminoting in the Deport of ihe Environment Building Regulotions

Advisory Commiitee's "Report by Sub-Committee P" being published

in August, 1975.

This report, together with loter oppendices, gives firm recommendotions

ond doto for the ossessment of high olumino cement in domestic construction.

Assessment:

An ossessmeni of the design wos corried out using the doto contoined

ond recommendotions conioined in the Report by Sub-Committee P.

The drowings used were those listed in Appendix A.

ln view of the Iorge number of portitions supported on groups

of beoms ond the use of HAC units os primory members trimming

stoircoses it wos decided to ossess both floor ond roof units even

continued.
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Assessmeni (conii nued):

where composite oction occurred ond they were within the spon

limitotion of 6.5 m given in the Report by Sub-Committee P.

Hoving prepored the necessory colculotions we ore sotisfied thot

the high olumino cemenl units comply with the requirements of

the Report by Sub-Committee P.

Conclusion:

The Report by Sub-Committee P contoins recommendotions ond doto

for sofety foctors, enhoncement foctors, etc., which ore bosed on

the concrete hoving reoched its likely lowest strength.

ln view of this ond the results of our colculotions we ore sotisfied

thoi the floors ore structurolly stoble ond will remoin so.

It must, however, be poinied out thot no visuol inspection hos been

mode ond thereford ony foults thot moy be present in the houses ot

this iime hove not been token into occount ond our report is bosed

on o design check, ossuming the dwellings to be in good condition.

It is importont thot regulor mointenonce is corried out ond especiolly

thot ony woter penetrotion should be corrected os soon os it occurs.

CLARKE, NICHOLLS ond lvlARCEL.

s.)

6.)

PBK/PMC/3143 l6th August, 1976.
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APPENDIX A:

Drowings used in the ossessmenf of high olumino cement floor ond

roof Units:-

Clorke, Nicholls ond Morcel's Generol orrongement ond structurol detoils:
Drowins No. l3t5/H/3H

131 s/H/8A
| 31 5/H /eA
| 31s/H/t}A
13ts/H/t7B
t31s/H/tgB
13ts/H/teB
1315/H/2tD
131s/H/22C
t3ts/H/23D
t3ts/c/248
t31s/H/368
1315/H/sBA

Pierheod Limited -
cement Units:

Drowing No.

Generol orrongement ond detoils of high olumino

PS 3s2/SWt642nr
PS 3s2/SWt 642/2C
PS 3s2/sw1642/3F
PS ss2/swt642/48
PS 352/SWt642/sD
PS 3s2/5W1642/68
PS 352ISW,1642/7D
PS 3s2/5W1642/8A
PS 3s2lSW1642/eD
PS 3s2/5W1642/10
PS 352/SWt642/t\
PS 3s2/5W1642/12
PS 3s2/5W1642/13C
PS 3s2/5W1642/14A
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