
TRADA (The Timber Research and Development Association) and BS5268-2 guidance on how large holes and notches 
can be cut out of standard floor joists, and still remain within safe working limits. 

Refer to TRADA and the Bristish Standards for complete information.

Notches and holes in simply supported floor and ceiling joists should be within the following limits:
- Notches should be not deeper than 0.125 times the depth of a joist and should not be cut closer to the support than 0.07 
of the span, nor further away than 0.25 times the span.

- Holes should have a diameter not greater than 0.25 times the depth of a joist and should be drilled at the joist centreline. 
They should be not less than 3 diameters (centre to centre) apart and should be located between 0.25 and 0.4 times the 
span from the support.
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GENERAL NOTES
- Responsibility is not accepted for errors made by others in scaling from this drawing
- Figured dimensions MUST be checked on site site by the contractor at the outset of 
building work and discrepancies reported immediately to the architect / contract 
administrator or client as appropiate
- Responsibility will not be accepted for work started before relevant statutory 
approvals are in place
- Check this drawing is the latest revision before starting work: If in doubt or 
additional clarification is needed - ASK
- The Thinking Hand Studio Ltd retain copyright for their design work
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