
Camden Planning Guidance | Sustainability | Materials 

 

59 

8 Sustainable use of materials 
KEY MESSAGES 

Reduce waste by firstly re-using your building, where this is not possible 
you should implement the waste hierarchy 
The waste hierarchy prioritises the reduction, re-use and recycling of 
materials 
Source your materials responsibly and ensure they are safe to health. 

8.1 This guidance relates to Core Strategy policy CS13 - Tackling climate 
change through promoting higher environmental standards in design and 
construction. It encourages developments to be sustainable: through the 
choice of appropriate materials which will assist in minimising energy 
needs both during construction and occupation periods and by making 
efficient use of resources. 

8.2 It also relates to Development Policy DP22 - Promoting sustainable 
design and construction which encourages developments to conserve 
energy and resources through the use of recycled and renewable 
buildings materials.  

8.3 This guidance shows how you can minimise the use of resources 
through your choice of materials to limit the environmental impact of 
developments. You can achieve this by focusing on the sustainable 
(re)use of existing materials as far as possible before considering 
introducing new materials. There are 5 key measures: 

1. Managing existing resources; 
2. Specifying materials using the Building Research Establishment’s 

Green Guide to Specification; 
3. Ensuring that materials are responsibly sourced; 
4. Minimising the harmful effects of some materials on human health; 

and 
5. Ensuring that specified materials are robust and sensitive to the 

building type and age. 

Managing existing resources 

8.4 Most development sites have existing materials which can be re-used, 
recycled or obtained from nearby development sites. You should always 
look for options to sensitively re-use, refurbish, repair and convert 
buildings, rather than wholesale demolition (see Camden Development 
Policies paragraph 22.4). This will reduce the amount of resources used 
and will help reduce construction waste.  

8.5 Where the retention of a building or part of a building is not possible, you 
should aim to tackle the quantity of waste produced - from the demolition 
phase through to the construction phase – through the use of the waste 
hierarchy. 
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WHAT WILL THE COUNCIL EXPECT? 

All developments should aim for at least 10% of the total value of 
materials used to be derived from recycled and reused sources. This 
should relate to the WRAP Quick Wins assessments or equivalent as 
(highlighted in the waste hierarchy information section below). Special 
consideration will be given to heritage buildings and features to ensure 
that their historic and architectural features are preserved. 
Major developments are anticipated to be able to achieve 15-20% of the 
total value of materials used to be derived from recycled and reused 
sources. 

The Waste Hierarchy 

8.6 The 'waste hierarchy' ranks the different ways in which waste can be 
treated so that it limits the amount of resources used and waste 
generated. You are to justify the use of (existing) resources and 
materials in your development through the implementation of the waste 
hierarchy below to minimise waste generated during the demolition and 
construction process.  

Figure 8. The waste hierarchy 

 
8.7 In line with the waste hierarchy, during the construction phase, our 

preferred approach is: 

1. the use of reclaimed materials;  
2. the use of materials with higher levels of recycled content; and 
3. the use of new materials.  

8.8 Similarly, in demolition you should: 

1. prioritise the on site reuse of demolition materials;  
2. recycle materials on site recycling, then off site recycling; and  
3. the least preferred option - disposal to landfill. 

Reduce 

8.9 Reducing waste is the preferred option and at the top of the waste 
hierarchy – this means the Council prefers you prevent waste being 
produced in the first place rather than recycle or dispose waste that is 
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produced. You should focus on opportunities for waste reduction from 
the outset, at the earliest stages of design, as well as through better 
methods of purchasing and ways of working, for example by ordering the 
right amount of materials for the job. 

8.10 Where demolition is necessary, you and your contractors are 
encouraged to: 

• safely remove the most valuable or more contaminating materials and 
fittings for later re-use or processing before work commences.  

• optimise the reuse and recycling of demolition materials - the Council 
strongly encourages the use of the Demolition Protocol where 
substantial demolition is proposed (over 1000 square meters). In 
general the protocol is a ‘demolition waste audit’ - a process that 
describes the percentage of the materials present on a site which can 
be reused/recycled (either in the development site or one nearby). 
For further detailed guidance on the Demolition Protocol (2003), refer 
to: Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) and London Remade: 
www.londonremade.com  

• You are to demonstrate that the most significant opportunities to 
increase the value of materials derived from recycled and reused 
content have been considered. A good way of achieving this aim at 
no additional construction cost is to use the Waste and Resources 
Action Programme (WRAP) by selecting the top ten WRAP Quick 
Wins or equivalent, and implement the good practice guidance 
highlighted: www.wrap.org.uk  

• Building contractors are legally required to produce Site Waste 
Management Plans (SWMP) for all projects with an estimated 
construction cost of over £300,000. A Site Waste Management Plan 
provides a framework for managing waste in line with the hierarchy by 
identifying types and quantities of materials for re-use/recycling to 
reduce the amount of waste produced by construction projects. For 
further guidance see the WRAP NetWaste tool which has a site waste 
management plan function: www.wrap.org.uk 

• The WRAP Quick Wins assessment can form part of a development’s 
Site Waste Management Plan. 

• Designing for deconstruction (rather than demolition) is strongly 
encouraged. Deconstruction is the dismantling of a structure in the 
reverse order in which it was constructed, which means that the 
materials that were put on last are removed first.  

• From the outset, new buildings should be designed with the prospect 
of future deconstruction being implementable. This process will 
facilitate the segregation and extraction of materials that could be 
carefully removed intact during redevelopment, and then re-
used/recycled wherever possible. 

• You are encouraged to incorporate a ‘material salvage phase’, in 
which construction and surplus materials are recovered from the site. 
Additionally, materials should be segregated into categories, e.g. 

http://www.londonremade.com/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
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timber waste, metal waste, concrete waste and general waste – to aid 
re-use or recycling. 

8.11 Only once all the ‘Reduce’ options have been considered, should you 
consider the other waste options. 

Re-use  

8.12 Re-using materials (either onsite/off-site) is defined as putting 
resources/materials to an alternative use so that they are not wasted 
and disposed of. This can be done during the design, procurement and 
construction phases of a development by, for example: 

• identifying and segregating materials already on site for re-use in the 
new development, such as: 
− bricks, concrete 
− internal features – historic fireplaces, timber floorboards, doors 
− metal frames, plastics, granite 
− sub-soil, top soil; 

• using the BRE Smart Waste www.smartwaste.co.uk management 
plan tool. This is an on line template contractors can use to input data 
on the amount and type of waste and have it sorted by the 
management tool; 

• making materials not reused on site available for reuse elsewhere. 
Consider the exchange/sale/donation of construction site materials to 
waste recovery businesses, such as: BRE Materials Information 
Exchange (www.bre.co.uk); Waste Alert North London’s Waste 
Exchange service (www.wastewatch.org.uk , etc. These specialists 
can sort the waste materials into various types and then find 
businesses that can reuse/recycle them. 

Recycling 

8.13 Recycling materials (either onsite/off-site), is the preferable solution only 
when waste minimisation ‘reduce’ or reuse are not feasible. The 
recycling of materials enables them to be made into something new). 
Every opportunity should be taken to recycle materials, this can be done 
by, for example: 

• identifying and segregating materials for recycling, such as: 
− metals and high value materials 
− timber, plasterboard, packaging  
− concrete crushed and re-used for concrete aggregate; 

• using the BRE Smart Waste www.smartwaste.co.uk , mentioned 
above 

• considering ‘take-back’ schemes with suppliers for materials and 
packaging. This where suppliers take back any materials not used as 
well as any packaging the materials are delivered in  

http://www.smartwaste.co.uk/
http://www.bre.co.uk/
http://www.wastewatch.org.uk/
http://www.smartwaste.co.uk/
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• making materials not reused on site available for reuse elsewhere, as 
discussed above. 

Disposal  

8.14 Disposal is the least preferred waste management approach. 
Developers should only consider disposal of materials and waste after 
all of the above approaches have been carried out. Disposal generally 
involves burying the materials in a landfill or burning it at high 
temperatures in an incinerator. Where disposal is the only option for the 
materials developers should: 

• identify materials that are contaminated and cannot be reused and 
arrange for their safe and legal disposal by the authorised waste 
management; 

• remove all toxic and hazardous materials from a development site in 
accordance with any relevant legislation, unless they are integral to 
the structure or a feature to be retained, and any harm to 
environmental or public health should be mitigated; 

• limit waste disposal to minimise the amount of land fill tax that needs 
to be paid. 

Using the BRE Green Guide to Specification 

8.15 You are encouraged to use the BRE Green Guide which provides 
guidance on how to make the best environmental choices when 
selecting construction materials and building components. The Green 
Guide ranks, materials and components on an A+ to E rating scale – 
where A+ represents the best environmental performance / least 
environmental impact, and E the worst environmental performance / 
most environmental impact. 

8.16 In new-build and development projects with either - 500sq m of any 
floorspace or more or 5 dwellings or more - you should seek to achieve 
an area weighted average of A+ to B for the major building elements 
(roof, external walls, floor finishes, internal partitions and windows) in 
accordance with the BRE Green Guide to Specification. For further 
guidance see the sections on BREEAM assessments in section 9 of this 
guidance which sets out standards for developments to meet in the 
Materials category. For further guidance on BRE Green Guide to 
Specification: www.bre.co.uk  

Responsible Sourcing 

8.17 You should specify materials from suppliers who participate in 
responsible sourcing schemes such as the BRE BES 6001:2008 
Responsible Sourcing Standard. All timber specified should be sourced 
from schemes supported by the Central Point of Expertise for Timber 
Procurement such as Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) accreditation 
(which ensures that the harvest of timber and non-timber products 
maintains the forest's ecology and its long-term viability). The use of 

http://www.bre.co.uk/
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responsible sourcing can contribute towards attaining the BREEAM 
credits but a clear audit trail will need to be provided to gain these 
credits. For further guidance on responsible sourcing of materials: 
http://www.bre.co.uk/  

‘Healthy’ materials 

8.18 The Council recommends the use of environmentally sensitive building 
(non-toxic) materials and avoiding the use of materials or products that 
produce VOC (volatile organic compounds and formaldehyde) which can 
affect human health. For current controls on VOC’s see the link below. 
The use of ‘healthy’ material options can contribute towards attaining the 
BREEAM credits but a clear audit trail will need to be provided to gain 
these credits. 

Historic materials 

8.19 In projects that involve the refurbishment of heritage buildings (those 
built before 1919) or those in conservation areas, materials should be 
specified in line with the following hierarchy: 

• Reclaimed materials should be matching and appropriate to the 
building type/area (original construction time/period) and sufficiently 
robust in their performance not to compromise building function; 

• Materials with a low environmental impact as determined by the BRE 
Green Guide to Specification subject to approval from Conservation 
Officers and provided those materials do not compromise the 
performance (thermal, structural or otherwise) of the existing building; 
and 

• When selecting insulation materials for older buildings, preference 
should be given to natural fibre based materials that prevent moisture 
retention in the building fabric. 

How will the Council secure the sustainable use of materials? 

Design and Access Statement 

8.20 As part of the Design and Access Statement for your development, you 
will be expected to describe how the development has considered 
materials and resources. This statement should provide an explanation 
of the opportunities for the selection and sourcing of sustainable 
materials that have been considered in the proposal, and the reasons for 
the sourcing choices made. Your statement should also detail which 
existing materials on the site are to be re-used as part of your 
development or made available for re-use elsewhere.  

Construction Management Plan (CMP) 

8.21 A Construction Management Plan will be required to support many 
developments and will help manage on site impact arising from 
demolition and construction processes. The types of schemes where a 
CMP will usually be appropriate include: 

http://www.bre.co.uk/
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• major developments;  
• basement developments; 
• developments involving listed buildings or adjacent to listed buildings; 

and 
• For a full list see Development Policy DP26 - Managing the impact of 

development on occupiers and neighbours, paragraph 26.10 and the 
relevant sections on Construction management plans in CPG4 
Basements and Lightwells, CPG6 Amenity, and CPG8 Planning 
Obligations. 

A set of minimum standards and a template Construction Management 
plan is available on the Council’s website. 

Site Waste Management Plan (SWMP) 

8.22 Where a ‘site waste management plan’ (SWMP) is required (in projects 
with an estimated construction cost of over £300,000) it should include a 
pre-demolition audit of materials completed by a qualified professional 
and submitted with an application, in accordance with the Demolition 
Protocol. The audit must show what materials can and will be reused. If 
a full audit cannot be provided with the application, it should be 
submitted to and approved by the Council prior to commencement of 
works on site. Therefore the Construction Management Plan (where 
required) will have to reflect that space will be required to sort, store and 
perhaps crush/recycle materials as part of the SWMP. This link into the 
WRAP NetWaste tool has a site waste management plan function: 
www.wrap.org.uk/construction/tools_and_guidance/net_waste_tool  

Planning obligations and Section 106 

8.23 Meeting the requirements for sustainable design and construction is 
often achieved in the detailed design or construction phases. Normally, 
requirements for environmental design will be dealt with using 
conditions, but in some circumstances a Section 106 agreement may be 
required to secure an environmental assessment of the proposed 
development carried out by an impartial assessment body or a 
sustainability plan to provide and maintain the highest environmental 
standards of development. 

8.24 If a proposal generates a requirement for a management plan such as a 
SWMP or CMP (as discussed above) but cannot be implemented 
through the approved design or satisfactorily secured through 
conditions, they may be secured as part of a Section 106 Agreement. 
The requirements will be relevant, proportionate and related to the 
specific nature and potential impacts of the development proposed. The 
associated costs to the Council of any post-planning decision 
assessments, verification, or monitoring in relation to these and other 
related sustainability and energy plans shall be met by the developer. 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/construction/tools_and_guidance/net_waste_tool
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Further information 
Sustainable Design 
and Construction 

The London Plan Supplementary Planning 
Guidance, Mayor of London 
www.london.gov.uk  

BREEAM BRE Environmental Assessment Method 
www.breeam.org  

BRE Smart Waste An on-line site waste management plan tool. It’s a 
template contractors can use to input data. 
www.smartwaste.co.uk  

Materials For Materials Information Exchange and 
Architectural salvage and surplus building 
materials: 
• Architrader - www.architrader.com  
• SALVO - www.salvomie.co.uk/  
• Waste Exchange - www.wasteexchange.net  
To find out how you can use more recycled and 
reclaimed products and building materials see 
www.ecoconstruction.org. There is a searchable 
database of available products on this website with 
information about the manufacturing processes of 
the products and their compositions, as well as 
contact details of suppliers. 
Design for deconstruction – principles of design to 
facilitate reuse and recycling, B Addis (2003) CIRIA 
Best Practice Guidance C607. 

Volatile Organic 
Compounds 

For current controls on avoiding VOCs and using 
healthy materials, see: 
British Standard (BS) regulates UFFI quality, limits 
the product’s use and limits ingress of 
formaldehyde vapour into buildings (BS: 5617, 
5618 (1985)). 
A BS Institution standard (BS 5669 part I (1989), 
BS 1142 (1989)) regulates the formaldehyde 
content, together with test methods that must be 
used to assess formaldehyde levels in particle 
boards and fibreboards. 

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/
http://www.breeam.org/
http://www.smartwaste.co.uk/
http://www.architrader.com/
http://www.salvomie.co.uk/
http://www.wasteexchange.net/
http://www.ecoconstruction.org/

