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6 Daylight and sunlight 
KEY MESSAGES: 

• We expect all buildings to receive adequate daylight and sunlight. 
• Daylight and sunlight reports will be required where there is potential 

to reduce existing levels of daylight and sunlight. 
• We will base our considerations on the Average Daylight Factor and 

Vertical Sky Component. 

6.1 Access to daylight and sunlight is important for general amenity, health 
and well-being, for bringing warmth into a property and to save energy 
from reducing the need for artificial lighting and heating. The Council will 
carefully assess proposals that have the potential to reduce daylight and 
sunlight levels for existing and future occupiers. 

6.2 This guidance relates to: 

• Camden Core Strategy policy CS5 - Managing the Impact of Growth 
and Development; 

• Core Strategy policy CS14 - Promoting high quality places and 
conserving our heritage; and 

• Policy DP26 – Managing the impact of development on occupiers and 
neighbours of the Camden Development Policies. 

DP26 sets out how the Council will protect the quality of life of building 
occupiers and neighbours by only granting permission for development 
that does not cause harm to amenity. 

When will a daylight/sunlight report be required? 

6.3 The Council expects that all developments receive adequate daylight 
and sunlight to support the activities taking place in that building. 

6.4 A daylight and sunlight report should assess the impact of the 
development following the methodology set out in the most recent 
version of Building Research Establishment’s (BRE) “Site layout 
planning for daylight and sunlight: A guide to good practice”. Reports 
may be required for both minor and major applications depending on 
whether a proposal has the potential to reduce daylight and sunlight 
levels. The impact will be affected by the location of the proposed 
development and its proximity to, and position in relation to, nearby 
windows. 
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WHAT DOES THE COUNCIL REQUIRE? 
The Council will require a daylight and sunlight report to accompany 
planning applications for development that has the potential to reduce 
levels of daylight and sunlight on existing and future occupiers, near to 
and within the proposal site. 
Daylight and sunlight reports should also demonstrate how you have 
taken into consideration the guidance contained in the BRE document 
on passive solar design; and have optimised solar gain. Please refer to 
the BRE guidance on daylight and sunlight. 

6.5 While we strongly support the aims of the BRE methodology for 
assessing sunlight and daylight we will view the results flexibly and 
where appropriate we may accept alternative targets to address any 
special circumstances of a site. For example, to enable new 
development to respect the existing layout and form in some historic 
areas. This flexible approach is at the Council’s discretion and any 
exception from the targets will assessed on a case by case basis. 

Daylight 

6.6 We will aim to minimise the impact of the loss of daylight caused by a 
development on the amenity of existing occupiers and ensure sufficient 
daylight to occupiers of new dwellings taking in account overall planning 
and site considerations. If your proposal will have an unreasonable 
impact on amenity the planning application will be refused. When 
assessing daylight issues, we will use the guidelines and methods 
contained in the BRE’s Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: A 
guide to good practice. 

6.7 There are two quick methods that can be used to assess access to 
daylight: 

Daylight to new development 
• project a 25 degree line, starting 2m above ground level from a wall of 

your proposed development; 
• if none of the existing surrounding buildings extend above this line, 

then there is potential for good daylighting to be achieved in the 
interior of your new development. 

Daylight to existing development 
• project a 25 degree line from the centre of the lowest window on the 

existing building; 
• if the whole of your new development is lower than this line then it is 

unlikely to have a substantial effect on the daylight enjoyed by 
occupants in the existing building. 
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Source: BRE, Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: A guide to good practice. 

6.8 For either test, if buildings extend above the 25 degree line a more 
detailed test needs to be carried out to fully assess either the loss of 
daylight in existing buildings or the level of daylight achievable in the 
new development. The two most common measurements of daylight of 
the more detailed test are the Vertical Sky Component (VSC) and the 
Average Daylight Factor (ADF). 

Vertical Sky Component 
The amount of light striking the face of a window 

6.9 The Vertical Sky Component is expressed as a ratio of the maximum 
value of daylight achievable for a completely unobstructed vertical wall. 
The maximum value is almost 40%. This is because daylight hitting a 
window can only come from one direction immediately halving the 
available light. The value is limited further by the angle of the sun. This is 
why if the VSC is greater than 27% enough sunlight should be reaching 
the existing window. Any reduction below this level should be kept to 
minimum. 

6.10 Windows to some existing rooms may already fail to achieve this target 
under existing conditions. In these circumstances it is possible to accept 
a reduction to the existing level of daylight to no less than 80% of its 
former value. Any greater reduction than this is likely to have a 
noticeable affect on amenity. If this occurs then applications may be 
refused. 

Average Daylight Factor 
Average Daylight Factor is a measure of the level daylight in a 
room. It can be used to establish whether a room will have a 
predominantly daylit appearance. It provides light levels below 
which a room should not fall even if electric lighting is provided. 

6.11 The Average Daylight Factor can be used as a measure to determine 
whether a room will receive adequate daylight (expressed as a 
percentage). The ADV takes into account the: 

• net glazed area of windows; 
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• the total area of the room surfaces (ceiling, floor, walls, and windows); 
• the average reflectance; and 
• the angle of visible sky. 

6.12 If a predominately daylit appearance is required, then the daylight factor 
should be 5% or more if there is no supplementary electric lighting, or 
2% or more if supplementary electric lighting is provided. This figure 
should be as high as possible to enable occupiers to rely on as much 
natural light and not use artificial lighting, but as a minimum for dwellings 
the figures should be 2% for kitchens, 1.5% for living rooms and 1% for 
bedrooms. 

6.13 These minimum figures may not be applicable when measuring the 
impact of new buildings on existing dwellings as the simple preservation 
of minimum ADFs will not necessarily be seen as an indication of 
acceptability, especially if the VSC demonstrates a significant worsening 
in daylight levels. For existing dwellings the Council will consider the 
overall loss of daylight as opposed to the minimum acceptable levels of 
daylight. As the BRE guidance suggests, the readings will be interpreted 
flexibly as their aim is to support rather than constrain natural lighting. 
However, daylight is only one of the many factors in site layout design. 
Therefore, when applying these standards in Camden, we will take into 
consideration other site factors and constraints. 

6.14 The calculation of the VSC and the ADF is complex. For full details on 
how these calculations are carried out you should refer to the most up to 
date version the BRE’s “Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: A 
guide to good practice”. For more complex and larger developments we 
will expect a daylight study to be submitted with the planning application 
showing the windows that will be affected and provide before 
development and post development figures for VSC and ADF. 

6.15 Other methods can be used to measure daylight and these can be 
incorporated in daylight and sunlight reports, where necessary, as a 
supplement to VSC and ADF measurements, such as the No Sky Line 
(NSL) test contained within BRE guidance. 

Sunlight 

6.16 The design of your development should aim to maximise the amount of 
sunlight into rooms without overheating the space and to minimise 
overshadowing. 
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WHAT DOES THE COUNCIL EXPECT? 
New developments should be designed to provide at least one window 
to a habitable space facing within 90 degrees of south, where practical. 
This window should receive at least 25% of Annual Probable Sunlight 
Hours, including at least 5% of Annual Probable Sunlight Hours between 
21 September and 21 March, where possible. 

Annual Probable Sunlight Hours 
The annual amount of sunlight a window receives in an average 
year. 

6.17 The BRE’s “Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: A guide to 
good practice” provides guidance on access to sunlight in relation to: 

• site layout, building orientation and overshadowing for new buildings; 
• protecting sunlight to existing buildings, and 
• new and existing gardens and open spaces. 

6.18 Design for access to sunlight will be specific to the orientation of your 
site, and the specific design and uses within your proposed 
development. You should follow the detailed design requirements 
recommended in the “Sunlighting” section of the BRE document. The 
Council recognises that not all of the guidance contained within the BRE 
document, particularly orientation, can be adhered to in all developments 
due to the dense and constrained urban nature of Camden.  

Other considerations 

Right to Light 

6.19 The right to light is a legal right which one property may acquire over the 
land of another. If a structure is erected which reduces the light to an 
unobstructed property to below sufficient levels this right is infringed. A 
right to light can come into existence if it has been enjoyed uninterrupted 
for 20 years or more, granted by deed, or registered under the Rights of 
Light Act 1959. Planning permission does not override a legal right to 
light, however where a right to light is claimed, this is a matter of 
property law, rather than planning law. The Council will have no role or 
interest in any private dispute arising and it will be for the owner or 
occupier affected to seek a legal remedy. 

Supporting documents 

6.20 For further information on daylight and sunlight please refer to: 

Building Research Establishment (BRE). Site layout planning for daylight 
and sunlight: A guide to good practice. 

Copies of this are available directly from BRE. 
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BRE Bookshop, 151 Roseberry Avenue, London, EC1R 4GB 
020 7505 6622 
brebookshop@emap.com 
www.constructionplus.co.uk 

 


