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The South Colonnade
Progress of Civilisation statuary
Tympanum of the central Pediment

Sir Richard Westmacott's sculptural composition over the portico of the
south entrance to the British Museum date from 1851 and was officially
unveiled in 1852. Westmacott used Portland stone and the sculptures are
the round and not in relief. The composition shows man's development
through the ages, acquiring knowledge and skills in the arts and sciences,
as well as natural history. There are 15 statues and 14 accessories and
from the progression moves from left (west) to right (east):

*The Primitive Man
*Angel

*Hunter

*Tiller

*Architecture
*Sculpture
*Painting
*Astronomy
*Mathematics
*Drama

*Poetry

*Music

*The Educated Man
*Natural History specimens

Sculptures were carved from Portland stone
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