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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

Parkway Tunnel and Cutting

Parkway

London

NW1 7PS
Proposal:

Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Historic Building Recording of Parkway Tunnel and Cutting 

	Drawing Nos: Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Historic Buildi.ng Recording of Parkway Tunnel and Cutting


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application has been submitted by HS2 Ltd under Schedule 18 of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017.  It seeks approval from the London Borough of Camden of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Historic Building Recording of Parkway Tunnel and Cutting.

The designated heritage asset affected by this application is the Parkway Railway Tunnel and Cutting which make up a grade II listed structure, dating from c1836-37. The tunnel entrance has stone jambs carrying a 20th century steel girder, and the tunnel walls are constructed from stock brick with closely spaced shallow buttresses with stone caps, forming piers for cast-iron railings. The application site is situated within the Primrose Hill Conservation Area, in close proximity to the Camden Town Conservation Area and the Regent's Park Conservation Area.

The submitted method statement sets out that recording of the assets will be undertaken in accordance with Historic England's 'Understanding Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practice' (2016) and London Borough of Camden’s ‘Archaeological Building Recording Guidance Note’ (2020), which requires a Level 3 analytical recording for alteration and partial demolition of a designated heritage asset, including a detailed understanding of its history, fabric (including hidden constructional details), setting and significance, in order to aid understanding of the asset to ensure it is dismantled, protected, transported and stored in a means to protect the asset and allow for select an appropriate location for its re-erection. HS2 Technical Standards (Specification for Historic Environment Investigations Document number HS2-HS2-EV-STD-000-000035) will also be adhered to during the recording exercise. The assets will initially be recorded in-situ, prior to recording during dismantling by a third party. All reports comprising written and visual records will be archived in accordance with HS2 Ltd.'s standard procedures. Digital copies of the reports will be provided to the local authority and made available to the public through the Archaeology Data Service  (ADS) and the Greater London Historic Environment Record (GLHER).

It is considered that in scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement demonstrates that an appropriate methodology will be used for the recording of the Parkway Tunnel and Cutting and associated structures. The proposed recording techniques will cause no harm to the special interest of the grade II listed structures, nor to the character and appearance of the conservation area.



	2 
	The site's planning history was taken into account when arriving at this decision.

Public consultation was undertaken by means of a site notice and a press notice, and Historic England was consulted and responded on 7 December 2020, stating it was content with the proposed methodology and the proposed level of recorded detail. However, the arrangements for the deposit of the records at named archives has not been provided. We would ask that arrangements be made to ensure that these records be deposited at the archives identified in other similar Schedule 18 applications. Neither (a) the installation of instrumentation and monitoring equipment for the tunnel and cutting and (b) the partial demolition of the western retaining wall of the cutting are included in this application. It is understood that the proposed recording will inform these further works, which will reviewed by Historic England in due course. 

Primrose Hill CAAC commented on 4 November 2020, raising no objection, but stating the findings of the recording and investigation should provide an understanding of the significance of the surviving fabric to guide proposed changes.  As such, it seeks open discussion with local stakeholders on the findings and assessment of the historic fabric's significance.  The original railings on the Oval Road retaining wall and historic substructures should be specifically referenced and included in the method statement.  

This application sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017 to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.




Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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