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2.0  SITE AND CONTEXT

2.1 CAMDEN LOCK VILLAGE MASTERPLAN

Camden Lock Village is a mixed-use development which aims to reinforce and enhance the 

area’s strong identity, creating a vibrant new destination for the benefit of the local community 

and visitors alike. It provides a wide variety of new, generous public open spaces to benefit 

residents, workers and visitors, as well as improved permeability and connectivity across the 

site with the addition of several new pedestrian routes and a widened canal tow path.

In the proposed masterplan, the viaducts’ arches differentiate between the canal-side market to 

the south of the site and the more local uses to the north and act as a backdrop which unites 

the masterplan as a whole. The viaducts also naturally divide the masterplan into 4 areas, 

the cinema is located in area C which is a new mixed-use quarter comprising residential, 

employment and local retail uses. This part of the site provides a transition from Camden’s busy 

town centre in the south to the residential areas in the north. 

Building C is formed of a plinth and 3 volumes of varying heights above, in brick with large 

windows, projecting and recessing balconies providing depth and animation on all sides. 

The cinema will be located in Arches N7-14 which are to the north east of Building C. 
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Project summary
 

Camden Lock Village is an exciting mixed use development 
which will reinforce and enhance the area’s strong identity, 
creating a vibrant new destination for the benefit of the local 
community and visitors alike. The existing site is run down 
and neglected, and represents a key development site within 
Camden Town.

The proposal provides a wide variety of new, generous public 
open spaces to benefit residents, workers and visitors, as well 
as improved permeability and connectivity across the site with 
the addition of several new pedestrian routes and a widened 
canal tow path.

The masterplan is defined by new routes which reconnect the 
site with its neighbourhood and form of a series of distinctive 
spaces which are characterised by their surrounding uses and 
relationships.

There will be new residential provision, including affordable 
housing and associated amenity. A new primary school and 
nursery will be provided as part of the mixed use development. 
Buildings in the Conservation Area along Chalk Farm Road will 
be renovated and restored, and the incorporation of a range 
of new employment uses will generate local jobs, revitalising 
the local economy and breathing new life into the area.  The 
needs of the local community will be met through the provision 
of new open spaces, jobs and local retail.  Redevelopment will 
also significantly enhance the local environment, making it a 
safer and more attractive place to live and visit.

A high standard of sustainability is targeted in all aspects of 
the development, with the implementation of innovative energy 
saving systems to reduce environmental impact and fully 
support sustainable working and living.

A previous planning application for Camden Lock Village was 
refused in May 2012. Since then the proposals have been 
re-designed by AHMM Architects to a new brief which has 
focussed on the reasons for refusal of the original application 
as follows:-

•	 The massing of the buildings between the two railway 
viaducts has been reconsidered to reduce the visual 
impact on the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area and 
immediate local area.

•	 The amount of open space has been increased 
throughout the masterplan, both in the principal spaces 
and the routes connecting them to provide adequate 
amenity for future and existing residents.

•	 The market building next to the canal has been completely 
re-designed to be more sympathetic to the character and 
appearance of the conservation area.

Aerial view of masterplan proposalsFig 13. Masterplan aerial view
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2.2 ARCHES N7 - N14 TODAY

The site is comprised in 8 arches (N7 – N14), 7 fully enclosed arches and N7 is half infilled 

leaving a pedestrian route cutting through the site south to north, connecting the Regents Canal 

Towpath to Hawley Road. The site is relatively discrete in its location. The street passing in 

front of site connects to Castlehaven Road to the north-west and will be used primarily as a 

pedestrian route with deliveries during limited hours to Building C. Arches N7 and N8 provide 

the main visibility of the site from surrounding streets. 

Today, the arches have been partially fitted out as part of the wider development with 

mezzanines structures and external curtain walling. The front (southern and eastern) elevations 

of the arches have powder-coated steel framed curtain walling to the upper half of all arches. 

The ground floor elevations have not yet been enclosed. The rear (northern) elevations are fully 

enclosed with brickwork to the ground floor and powder-coated steel framed curtain walling to 

the upper level. 

Fig 14. View of Arch N7 and site approach

Fig 15. View of Arch N7 and route north through to Harley Road Fig 16. View from Arch N12


