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Lawful Development Certificate Report 

Site: 136-138 Kentish Town Road NW1 9QB 

THE APPLICATION 

This submission pursuant to S.192 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended 

concerns the proposed conversion of the existing first floor lower rear office at 136 – 138 Kentish 

Town Road to a 2 bedroom flat in accordance with an extant consent. A Lawful Development 

Certificate is sought. 

  

THE PLANNING HISTORY 

The freehold of the property is owned by P + T Holdings Ltd. The applicant Philip Andrews, who has 

produced a statement to accompany this application, is the Company Secretary and a Director of this 

company, see Appendix 1. He has first-hand knowledge of property from 1995 and has been directly 

involved in the management and use of the property from 2008 to date. 

The background is that in 1982 planning permission was granted for use of the mezzanine, 1st and 

second floors on 136 – 138 Kentish Town Road as offices in pursuant to reference 34025. A copy of 

the decision notice is produced in Appendix 2.  

In 1997 planning permission was granted for the change of use of the first and second floors of the 

property from B1 offices to four number 2 bedroom self-contained flats. A copy of the decision 

notice and plans are produced in Appendix 3. 

Subsequently the conversion of the first and second floor front flats was implemented in accordance 

with the approved plans (Flats A and D). These were registered for Council Tax on the 16/08/1999. 

Evidence of this is produced in Appendix 4. As such the planning permission was part implemented, 

with the remainder of the permission staying extant with no time limit for completion.   

Notwithstanding the lawful conversion of part of the building into residential use in accordance with 

the 1997 planning permission the lawful use of the first floor rear as an office pursuant to the 1982 

permission continued. Evidence of this use is produced in the Business Tax records produced at 

appendix 5.  

This area is shown as Flat B in the 1997 approved plans for conversion to residential flats, extract 

follows:  
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The only barriers in law to the completion of a lawfully part implemented planning permission are as 

follows: 

 the permission is conditional upon it ceasing at a particular time 

 another later permission for development which renders the previous permission incapable 

of implementation/completion has taken place. 

 The collapse or demolition of an old building being converted for a new use, where retention 

of the old structure was the justification for the permission. 

 the building is demolished or otherwise destroyed. 

 where a building has been constructed differently from the details shown in approved plans. 

None of these circumstances apply, as such it is concluded that the completion of the permission by 

the change of use of the existing office on the lower first floor level at the rear of the property, 

shown as Flat B on the approved plans, is lawful.  

CONCLUSION: 

On the basis of the evidence provided it is clear that the proposed conversion of the first floor rear 

of the property into a two bedroom flat in accordance with the scheme approved in 1997 will not 

require any further planning consent. It is therefore requested that a Lawful Development Certificate 

be issued to confirm this.  

Mrs R K Lord MSc MRTPI  29/10/2020  
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Appendix 3 
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