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1 Purpose of the Statement 

 

1.01 This statement aims to outline the heritage significance of No.53 Bedford 

Square. The proposal to replace the existing front basement area entrance door 

will be assessed to terms of the possible impact on the significance of the listed 

building.  

 

2 Designations 

 

2.01 No.53 Bedford Square is listed Grade 1 as a building of special architectural or 

historic interest. The listing description states; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.02 Bedford Square is situated within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. 

 

 



3 Heritage Significance 

 

3.01 No. 53 is an end terrace house on the south east corner of Bedford Square. 

The whole Square is listed Grade I. Grade I listing denotes a building, or group of 

buildings, of exceptional interest and importance. Only 2.5% of the estimated 

400,000 listed buildings in England are Grade I. 

 

3.02 No.53 forms part of a Grade I listed Square where the individual houses are of 

intrinsic interest but are also are of exceptional interest as a complete 18th 

century London Square. The group value of the whole Square is further recognised 

by its inclusion within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, denoting an area of 

special architectural or historic interest. 

   

 

4 The Proposal 

 

4.01 The proposal is to replace the existing painted and glazed modern metal door 

in the front basement area under the ground floor stone entrance bridge (see Drg 

AR/01 attached). This door was fitted to meet security concerns, but is of an 

inappropriate design and choice of materials. 

 

4.02 The proposed replacement door is intended to maintain a secure entrance to 

the basement of the house from the front basement area. The replacement design 

is more appropriate in design and material. The modern metal door would be 

replaced with a painted timber door of traditional design, drawn from existing 

examples in the Square. (see Drg AR/05A & AR/06 attached)  

 

 

 

Existing basement area door on the north side of Bedford 

Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.03 It is proposed to finish the new timber door in silk finish white paint. Many of 

the similar examples elsewhere in Bedford Square basement areas are also white 

painted. This may be because the areas are somewhat shaded and the proportion 

of glazing to joinery gives the visual impression of a window rather than a door. If 

the door was solid and set within a brick opening, a dark colour would be typical, 

but in this context a dark painted door among glazing appears discordant.  

 

 

5 Conclusion 

 

5.01 The existing white metal unauthorised door is clearly unacceptable. The 

proposed painted timber and glass door is of traditional design derived from other 

examples in Bedford Square. The proposal therefore represents an enhancement of 

the listed building’s basement area. It complies with the requirements of the 

Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the NPPF and the 

policies of Camden Council for managing change in the historic environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Location Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Site Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 



 


