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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

30 Euston Square

London

NW1 2FB
Proposal:

Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Alteration and Temporary Protection of Party Wall between Royal College of General Practitioner’s Building and Walkden House. 

	Drawing Nos: 1EW02-CSJ-HS-MST-S003-000625 Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Alteration and Temporary Protection of Party Wall between Royal College of General

Practitioner’s Building and Walkden House.


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application has been submitted by HS2 Ltd under Schedule 18 of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017.  It seeks approval by the London Borough of Camden of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Alteration and Temporary Protection of the Party Wall between the Royal College of General Practitioner's Building at 30 Euston Square (formerly known as Nos 1-9 Melton Street) and the adjoining Walkden House, at No 10 Melton Street.

The designated heritage asset affected by this application building is the grade II* listed Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) situated on the north side of Euston Road and the west side of Euston Square, within in the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  The property is a good example of an Edwardian office building in the Greek Revival style, which was built 1906-08 and extended in 1923 to the designs of Beresford Pite. Since 2010 it has been the headquarters of the Royal College of General Practitioners and is largely in office and administrative use to support the medical profession.  Its adjoining neighbour to the north is Walkden House, a four-storey concrete and glass late 1950s office building of no heritage significance which falls outside of the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. The building is due to be demolished to facilitate the construction of the new HS2 Railway Station at Euston.

For this application the submitted method statement sets out the method of demolition of Walkden House from the north elevation of the RCGP; and the temporary protection and weatherproofing of the northern elevation of RCGP which is considered to be in poor condition.

The proposed works comprise the following:

o Demolition of the 4th floor slab to ground floor slab and support structure;

o Temporary remedial works to exposed brickwork of RCGP north wall including piecing in of bricks, repointing and helibar stitch repairs;

o Weatherproofing of the RCGP north wall using felt and battens to provide medium-term protection and minimal intervention to the historic fabric of RCGP.

It is considered that in terms of scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement demonstrates that the grade II* listed building will be safeguarded during and after the demolition of Walkden House and through the repair and temporary waterproofing of its north wall.  As such, the proposed works will cause not harm to its special interest. 

Public consultation was undertaken for this application by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on 16 December 2019, making no comments on the proposals.  The sites planning history was taken account when arriving at this decision.

This application sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) of the High Speed Rail (London to West Midlands) Act 2017 to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.




Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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