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Aerial view showing site in red. 
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Accessibility Statement 

The site is approached from a narrow private lane off 
Frognal which currently provides access to two existing 
houses and six garages. The lane slopes down to follow 
the natural ground levels which fall away from the north 
east.  

The development is designated as car-free;  access to the 
houses will therefore involve negotiating the surrounding 
steeply sloping streets. The site itself includes a higher 
ground plane to the north-east, in part built up above 
lane level against the existing brick boundary wall. 

The design seeks to reconcile new internal floor levels with 
the existing levels of the sloping site and of the lane so as 
to allow access to each unit broadly in accordance with 
the requirements of Part M of the Building Regulations. 
Entering the site from the lane at a point between the 
two houses establishes a level that allows direct step free 
access to the west house and creates the space for a 
ramp up to the entrance door of the east house. 

This solution will involve some resculpting of the existing 
garden levels, generally to the north east corner where 
the natural ground rises above the floor level of the east 
house. To the south west corner a small amount of fill is 
required to suit the floor level of the west house – the new 
levels have been chosen to balance this cut and fill. 

The west house is entered directly from the courtyard 
opening off the lane and this same level allows access 
throughout the ground floor and into the rear garden. 
The east house has a generous, covered ramp leading 
from the courtyard up to the entrance door. 

This arrangement allows the houses to respond to the 
limitations of the sloping site yet broadly satisfy the 
standards of Part M4.  Part M4(1) allows external ramps 

forming part of an approach route  up to 10 metres long 
for gradients up to 1:15. The proposals include a ramp at 
a 1:13 gradient 7.8 metres long up to the entrance of the 
east house.

Part M4(2) introduces further restrictions on the lengths 
of ramps that can be included without landings which in 
this case cannot be accommodated – there is insufficient 
space for a longer ramp whilst the floor level is determined 
by the sloping site and the need to restrict the amount of 
excavation.  

These limitations together with the restrictions of the 
surrounding area combine to make full achievement of 
Part M4(3) standards  impractical.

However the proposed dwellings are compliant with 
Part M4(2), the only exception being the ramp from the 
communal courtyard to the entrance of the east house. 
This ramp, while not in line with Part M, is at the shallowest 
gradient allowed by the limitations of the site and of a 
shallower gradient than the surrounding streets that 
provide access to the site.

The following diagrams illustrate how each house is 
accessible and adaptable.










