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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

Royal College of General Practitioners

30 Euston Square

London

NW1 2FB
Proposal:

Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Alterations to Royal College of General Practitioners Building for Monitoring Purposes. 

	Drawing Nos: HS2 Heritage Agreement Method Statement: Alterations to Royal College of General Practitioners 30 Euston Square (formerly 1-9 Melton Street) for Monitoring Purposes.


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	1
	The works hereby approved are for a temporary period only, and shall be removed and the existing building envelope made good by a specialist contractor within 6 months of the HS2 construction works ending, for which they are required. 

Reason: The type of works are not such as the local planning authority is prepared to approve, other than in exceptional circumstances and for the limited period required, in view of their appearance and their impact on the special interest of the listed building. The permanent retention of the works would be contrary to the requirements of policy D1 and D2 of the London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017.




Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application has been submitted by HS2 Ltd and seeks approval by the London Borough of Camden of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Alterations to the Royal College of General Practitioners Building at 30 Euston Square (formerly known as Nos 1-9 Melton Street).

The application building is grade II* listed and situated on the north side of Euston Square and the west side of Euston Square, within in the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  The property is a good example of an Edwardian office building in the Greek Revival style, which was built 1906-08 and extended in 1923 to the designs of Beresford Pite. Since 2010 it has been the headquarters of the Royal College of General Practitioners and is largely in office and administrative use to support the medical profession.

The statue is identified in Table 2 of Schedule 18 to the High Speed Rail (London-West Midlands) Act 2017 as requiring approval by the London Borough of Camden in consultation with Historic England of 'decontrolled works'.  Such works have been disapplied from the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 18.

For this application the submitted method statement sets out how monitoring equipment will be installed to the historic building envelope of No 30 Euston Square. Prior to the main Euston Station construction works, excavation and demolition of buildings adjacent to the application property are necessary for the construction of a London Underground vent shaft and tunnel, all of which may result in ground movements which could affect the property. The primary purpose of monitoring is to ensure that the special architectural and historic interest of the building is protected.

Asset specific monitoring is therefore required to be undertaken before, during, and after these demolition works to check that any movements that occur are in line with the predictions and that any impact assessments carried out remain valid. The monitoring will comprise intrusive and non-intrusive methods, and also internal inspections throughout the works.

The proposed works comprise the following:

1. Non-Intrusive Laser Scanning: localised scans of the building facades to collate early background, baseline monitoring data.

2. Installation of 'Retro-Reflective' Survey Targets: the installation and maintenance of retro-reflective targets onto the building facades using epoxy adhesive.

3. Installation of 'Mini Circular Prism' Survey Targets: the installation and maintenance of mini circular prisms using small expanding anchors fixed to the facade. Work will be carried out by a specialist masonry contractor, trained and experienced in the repair and conservation of historic masonry.

4. Installation of BRE Levelling Bolts: the installation and maintenance of BRE level bolts at low level on the facade using small drilled fixings and epoxy resin. Work will be carried out by a specialist masonry contractor, trained and experienced in the repair and conservation of historic masonry.

5. Installation of Bar Coded Level Strips: the installation and maintenance of bar-coded level strips onto the building facades using epoxy adhesive.

On completion of the construction of the HS2 railway and the need for monitoring, all equipment outlined above will be removed from the building envelope. Adhesive resins will be carefully removed using a proprietary chemical poultice cleaner, and all fixing holes will be repaired to match the masonry substrate. All removal work and works of making good will be carried out by a specialist masonry contractor, trained and experienced in the cleaning and repair of historic masonry.



	2 
	Public consultation was undertaken for this application by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on xx August 2019, making no comments on the proposals.  

It is considered that in terms of scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement demonstrates that the grade II* listed building will be safeguarded through the sensitive fixing of monitoring equipment to its fabric, thus causing no harm to its special interest.  The submission therefore sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.




Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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