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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

Euston Station Forecourt

Euston Road

London

NW1 2RT
Proposal:

Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Recording and Dismantling of the Robert Stephenson Sculpture in Euston Station Forecourt. 

	Drawing Nos: Cover Letter 20/06/2019; Heritage Agreement Method Statement: Recording and Dismantling of Robert Stephenson Sculpture in Euston Station Forecourt.


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application has been submitted by HS2 Ltd and seeks approval by the London Borough of Camden for of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for the Recording and Dismantling of the Robert Stephenson Sculpture in Euston Station Forecourt.

The application affects the Statue of Robert Stephenson, which is located at the western end of Euston Station Forecourt, adjacent to the western entrance to Euston Station concourse, which is located on the north side of Euston Road between Melton Street in the west and Eversholt Street in the east. The statue, which dates from 1870, was the work of Baron Carlo Marochetti, and was presented to the London & North Western Railway by the Institute of Civil Engineers.  The statue is grade II listed, but it not situated in a conservation area, although the northern boundary of Bloomsbury Conservation Area is located a short distance to the south. The statue is identified in Table 1 of Schedule 18 ('Listed buildings') to the High Speed Rail (London-West Midlands) Act 2017 to enable the grade II listed statue to be removed from Euston Station Forecourt and later re-erected elsewhere.  

HS2 Ltd entered into a Heritage Agreement with Camden and Historic England dated 5 May 2017 that requires HS2 Ltd to submit method statements concerning these matters. Part 2 a), b) and c) of Schedule 1C of the Heritage Agreement set out requirements for the content of the method statement for these works. A further application will be required for Part 2 d) of Schedule 1C for the process for the process for re-erecting the statue in a new location in the future. 

For this application the submitted method statement sets out how the statue will be recorded, cleaned as appropriate, and carefully dismantled by a specialist subcontractor to facilitate its removal from its current location.  The statue will be stored off site at HS2's long-term store in Acton, where the environmental conditions will be carefully regulated and the components of the statue regularly inspected to ensure it does not deteriorate over time. 

Public consultation was undertaken for this application by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on 22 July 2019, making no comments on the proposals.  The Ancient Monuments Society responded on 1 July 2019, stating it was happy to defer to the London Borough of Camden on the acceptability of the proposals

It is considered that in terms of scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement demonstrates that the grade II listed Statue of Robert Stephenson will be safeguarded in terms of its recording and dismantling.  The submission therefore sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.



	2 
	You are reminded that Part 2 of Schedule 1C of the Heritage Agreement item 2(d) details of re-assembly and re-erection of the Statue of Robert Stephenson is outstanding and requires details to be submitted and approved by the Council before the relevant works are undertaken.




Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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