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Arboricultural Method Statement

Introduction

This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) has been prepared by Tyler Grange LLP (TG) on behalf of

SHH Architects to discharge Condition no. 6 of full planning permission (ref. 2018/6350/P) for the

construction of a new Piazza canopy at the JW3 building, 341-351 Finchley Road, London (hereafter

referred to as the 'site').

Condition 6 states that:

Prior to the commencement of  any works on site, details demonstrating how trees to be retained shall

be protected during construction work shall be submitted to and approved by the local planning

authority in writing. Such details shall follow guidelines and standards set out in BS5837:2012 "Trees in

Relation to Construction". All trees on the site, or parts of trees growing from adjoining sites, unless

shown on the permitted drawings as being removed, shall be retained and protected from damage in

accordance with the approved protection details.

Reason: To ensure that the development will not have an adverse effect on existing trees and in order

to maintain the character and amenity of  the area in accordance with the requirements of  policies A2

and A3 of the London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017.

A tree survey in accordance with BS5837:2012 was completed by a suitably qualified arboricultural

consultant of Tyler Grange on 12th July 2019. The findings of the tree survey are detailed on the Tree

Survey Schedule and their locations are shown on the Tree Protection Plan. Five recently established

Holm oak trees are present at the northern edge of the proposed Piazza and have been planted within

soil cells as illustrated at Appendix 1. These trees will be protected in accordance with this AMS during

the course of the construction process.
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1. Copies of this AMS must be available for inspection on site and all personnel must be made aware

of the key implications of this AMS during the construction phase(s) of the development. The site

manager and all other personnel must be provided with this document to ensure that:

· All requirements of this Tree Protection Scheme are adhered to

· The site manager and site personnel are updated of any approved changes or variations to

this document (approval for alterations must be obtained in writing from the LPA);

· Site personnel must work in accordance with this document at all times, or in accordance

with any approved variation; and

· The tree protection measures are left in place until the construction phase of development is

completed, except with the written consent of the LPA.

Tree Protection Measures

2. The existing hard-surfacing around the tree will be retained in-situ and serve as protection for tree

roots during the course of development. Tree Protection Barriers will therefore comprise 'cut to fit'

boards (or similar) to protect tree stems during construction. These must be secured in place as

illustrated on the Tree Protection Plan prior to works starting on-site.

3. Special attention is essential in maintaining the protective barriers during the construction,

ensuring that it remains rigid and complete as well as fit for the purpose intended. To avoid

disturbances to the protective barriers once installed, they will be inspected frequently by site

personnel. Repairs shall be made immediately where required.

4. All-weather notices will be attached to the barriers with words such as 'Construction Exclusion

Zone - No Access' (see Figure A).

5. The existing hard-surfacing surrounding the trees will remain in-situ to serve as protection for the

Root Protection Areas (RPA) as plotted on the Tree Protection Plan. The Piazza canopy will be

secured to the existing ground surface to preclude any excavation within the RPAs. Should any

excavation be required within the RPAs, this must be undertaken sensitively by hand under the

direction of a suitably qualified arboricultural consultant to avoid any damage to tree roots.

6. Minor trimming works to the southern canopies of the trees may be required to facilitate

construction of the Piazza canopy northern elevation. These must only include minor trimming

back to accommodate safe working room. The trees have been regularly trimmed to their current

symmetrical oval shape and any pruning works must avoid mis-shaping the crown of the trees.

General Site Precautions

7. The following points must be observed during both advanced works and the construction process:

· Materials and equipment storage and mixing operations must be undertaken away from the

trees and not up-against any tree stems;

· No fires will be lit on-site;

· Cutting down, uprooting, damaging or otherwise destroying any retained tree is prohibited;

· The stem protection must remain in place throughout the course of the construction;

· If during construction, there are any excessive levels of dust build-up on retained trees then

trees must be hosed down immediately with a clean water supply;

· Notice boards, telephone wires or other services must not be attached to any part of retained

trees; and;

· Materials which will contaminate the soil (e.g. concrete, cement, chemical toilets, diesel oil,

vehicle washings etc.) must not be permitted within, or close to RPAs of retained trees.

Consideration must be given to any sloping ground on-site to ensure that contamination of

soil in the RPA would not occur if there were spillage, seepage or displacement elsewhere

on-site. To avoid any associated damage or injury occurring to the trees as a direct result of

contact with contaminants, works including cement mixing, re-fuelling and tool or machine

washing will not be permitted within 10m uphill of any retained tree.

Procedures for Incidents

8. If any breach of the approved tree protection measures occurs:

· The site manager must be informed immediately;

· The Local Planning Authority Tree officer (or other Planning Officer) must be informed, as

well as the appointed project Arboriculturist at the earliest opportunity;

· Swift action must be taken to halt the breach and prevent any further breaches; and

· All preventative action and details of agreed remedial works must be recorded and reported

to the LPA.

Document Limitations

9. The comments made are based on observable factors present at the time of inspection.  Although

the health and stability of trees in their current context is an integral part of their suitability for

retention, it must be understood that this report is not a tree risk assessment and should not be

construed as such.  While every attempt has been made to provide a realistic and accurate

assessment of the trees' condition at the time of inspection, it may have not been appropriate, or

possible, to view all parts or all sides of every tree to fulfil the assessment criteria of a risk

assessment.

10. No tree can be considered entirely safe, given the possibility that exceptionally strong winds could

damage or uproot even a mechanically 'perfect' specimen.  It is therefore usually accepted that

hazards are only recognisable from distinct defects or from other failure-prone characteristics of

the tree or the site. An assessment of the potential influence of trees upon existing buildings or

other structures resulting from the effects of trees upon shrinkable load-bearing soils or the effects

of incremental root or branch growth, are specifically excluded from this report.

Figure A: Signage Example

Tree Protection Plan

Tree Survey Schedule
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Appendix 1 - Planting Specification for Existing Trees within Group G1
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