
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The carrying out of alterations and 

improvements, including the installation of a new 

shop front and the formation of an access to 

Keeley Street at Kodak House, Nos. 61-65 

Kingsway, Holborn  

Change of use of part of ground 

floor from office use (Class B1a) to retail use (Class 

A1) and change of use of part of the basement 

from office use (Class B1a) to a mixed use of retail 

(Class A1), restaurant/cafe (Class A3), drinking 

establishment (Class A4) and assembly and leisure 

(Class D2); reinstatement of external door on south

-east corner of building; provision of new entrance 

to basement on Keeley Street elevation; and 

associated works

Reinstatement of external door on 

south-east corner of building; provision of new 

entrance to basement on Keeley Street elevation 

and internal alterations in association with a 

change of use of part of ground floor and part of 

basement. 



 

 



 

 

Office block, incorporating Nos 61 & 65. c1911. By 

Sir John Burnet and Partners (job architect 

Thomas Tait) for Kodak; later attic storey. Built by 

Allen Construction Co. Steel framed construction 

with Portland stone facing and bronze spandrel 

panels emphasising the method of structure. 

Bronze roof canopy with antefixae masks. 

EXTERIOR: 6 storeys, basement and C20 attic 

storey. 5 window bays to main frontage, splayed 1 

window corner treatment and 7 window bays to 

return. Windows with post 1973 glazing; originally 

6 light casements with leaded panes. Plate glass 

ground floor frontage. Central doorway with 

bolection moulded surround and flanked by bronze 

torches. Plain stone continuous sill at 1st floor 

level; square-headed recessed windows. Stone 

pilasters between bays rise from 2nd floor level; 

they have bases but not capitals and lead flush into 

the top frieze. Coved stone cornice with band of 

Greek fret ornament. INTERIOR: has good original 

staircases, the principal staircase to 1st floor level 

of marble with bronze handrail. Other features may 

remain behind partitioning. HISTORICAL NOTE: an 

early example in London of an office block treated 

in a straightforward manner. Although a pioneering 

work of modern design it evolves from an 

Edwardian Neo-Classical design, stripped of 

almost all ornament and with a Beaux Arts axial 

plan. Burnet made a study tour of America in 

preparation for this project. The detail appears to 

be by Thomas Tait: despite Burnet's doubts about 

the lack of usual decoration, the client liked the 

simplicity. Overall the building derives significance 

from its architectural and historic values. The list 

description refers to two separate buildings of 

which No. 5 Cavendish Place forms a small part. 

The interest of the building is principally derived 

from its outward appearance, namely the masonry 

and architectural detailing from the first floors and 

above and how they reflect the classical style of 

the adjacent university building. No. 5 is not of 

significance in isolation, but rather derives interest 

as being part of this larger building.  

the only building of 

architectural importance in Kingsway. For here is 

an early example of a commercial building to which 

the future belonged’

An outstanding example of early 20th century 

commercial architecture on a comprehensive 

scale, whose character contrasts strongly with the 

gardens and legal precinct of Lincoln’s Inn Fields to 

the east and the smaller buildings of Covent 

Garden to the west. Individually the buildings 

provide a range of architectural detail and there is 

some difference in quality. The whole however is 

cohesive; a distinct boulevard character was 

created a century ago and remains largely intact. 



 

 

 

A Respects local context and character; 

B Preserves or enhances the historic 

 environment and heritage assets in 

 accordance with Policy D2 Heritage; 

E Comprises details and materials that of high 

 quality and complement the local character. 

E require that development within 

 conservation areas preserves or, where 

 possible, enhances the character or 

 appearance of the area;  

J Resist proposals for a change of use or 

 alterations and extensions to a listed 

 building where this would cause harm to 

 the special architectural and historic interest 

 of the building; and  

K Resist development that would cause 

 harm to significance of a listed 

 building through an effect on its setting. 

 A preserve the character and amenity of the  

 area; and 

B preserve or enhance heritage assets and 

 conservation areas. 

Guidelines 



 

 



 

 


