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Brutalist Architecture Precedents
Centre Point
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CENTRE POINT, NEW OXFORD STREET, CAMDEN - RESIDENTIAL

Built in 1966, the Centre Point office block tower remained unoccupied for almost a decade. 
The brutalist landmark has recently undergone a complete overhaul led by propoerty 
developers Almacantar to create 82 luxury apartments, as well as create a public plaza at 
ground level around which a new junction for Tottenham Court Road and St Giles has been 
reconfigured. None of the original Grade || listed building has been demolished.

The facade of the existing tower has remained largely untouched, leaving the faceted concrete  
apetures as they were, with only replacement double glazed windows really adding to the 
exterior works. The summit’s “CENTRE POINT” sign will remain lit and act as a screening to the 
tower’s penthouse suite.

In addition to the works on the tower itself, a ground level public plaza concentrates on 
restaurant trade and revamping the immediate areas public realm.
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CAMDEN TOWN HALL ANNEXE, ST PANCRAS, CAMDEN - LEISURE

The former Camden Council office was built in a late-brutalist style in the 1970’s (that remained  
in use by the council until 2014) and the refurbishment offered by Orms sees it transformed into 
a 270 bedroom hotel.

The existing 8 storey structure was refurbished throughout and a 3-storey extension was 
added to dramatically raise the roofline of the building. The roof extension will house a number 
of executive bedrrom and a rooftop bar and terrace area, the latter of which will be accessible 
by an exterior lift running up the north facade of the building, opposite the iconic St Pancras 
station.

The form of the 3-storey roof extension is borrowed largely from the existing light curves of 
the lower 8 storeys, with English Heritage commenting that theheight increase was deemed 
acceptable as it was “integral for making the design fit for purpose”.
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