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Policy D2 Heritage

The Council will preserve and, where appropriate, enhance Camden’s rich
and diverse heritage assets and their settings, including conservation areas,
" listed buildings, archaeological remains, scheduled ancient monuments and
historic parks and gardens and locally listed heritage assets.

Designated heritage assets

Designed heritage assets include conservation areas and listed buildings.
The Council will not permit the loss of or substantial harm to a designated
heritage asset, including conservation areas and Listed Buildings, unless it
can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve
substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the
following apply: '

~a. the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site:

b.  no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium
term through appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation:;

C. conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public
ownership is demonstrably not possible; and

d.  the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back
into use. '

The Council will not permit development that results in harm that is less than
substantial to the significance of a designated heritage asset unless the public
benefits of the proposal convincingly outweigh that harm.

Conservation areas

Conservation areas are designated heritage assets and this section should
be read in conjunction with the section above headed ‘designated heritage
assets’. In order to maintain the character of Camden’s conservation areas,

and management strategies when assessing applications within conservation
areas.

The Council will:

e.  require that development within conservation areas preserves or, where
possible, enhances the character or appearance of the area;

f. resist the total or substantial demolition of an unlisted building that
makes a positive contribution to the character or appearance of a.
conservation area;

g.  resist development outside of a conservation area that causes harm to

- the character or appearance of that conservation area; and

h.  preserve trees and garden spaces which contribute to the character
and appearance of a conservation area or which provide a setting for
Camden'’s architectural heritage.
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Listed Buildings

Listed buildings are designated heritage assets and this section should be

read in conjunction with the section above headed ‘designated heritage

assets’. To preserve or enhance the borough's listed buildings, the Council

will:

i resist the total or substantial demolition of a listed building;

J. ‘resist proposals for a change of use or alterations and extensions to a
listed building where this would cause harm to the special architectural
and historic interest of the building; and A

K. resist development that would cause harm to significance of a listed
building through an effect on its setting.

. Archaeology

The Council will protect remains of archaeological importance by ensuring
acceptable measures are taken proportionate to the significance of the
heritage asset to preserve them and their setting, including physical
preservation, where appropriate.

Other heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets

The Council will seek to protect other heritage assets including non-
designated heritage assets (including those on and off the local list),
Registered Parks and Gardens and London Squares.

The effect of a proposal on the significance of a non-designated heritage
asset will be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal, balancing
the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.

Enhancing the historic environment

7.42 The Council has a proactive approach to conserving heritage assets. In
addition to the application of Local Plan policies the Council protects the historic
environment through the following areas of work:

+ Conservation Area Management Strategies: The Council works with
the Conservation Area Advisory Committees to update and support the
implementation of the strategies.

* Heritage at Risk: The Council identifies buildings and structures at risk and
proactively seeks to conserve and where required put them back into viable

“use, including identifying sources of funding.

* Local list of undesignated heritage assets: The Council introduced the local
list in 2015 and it will be updated annually. ,

* Guidance: The Council has adopted detailed guidance for the preservation
of heritage assets in the supplementary planning document Camden
Planning Guidance on design, and Retrofitting Planning Guidance (for
sustainability measures in historic buildings). The Council updates planning
guidance as required.

» Area based work: Conservation and enhancement of the historic
environment is a key objective of area action plans and the Site Allocations.
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buildings, which can have an impact on areas some distance away, as well

as adjacent premises. The Council will therefore not permit development in
locations outside conservation areas that it considers would cause harm to the
character, appearance or setting of such an area.

Demolition in conservation areas

The Council has a general presumption in favour of retaining buildings that
make a positive contribution to the character or appearance of a conservation
area, whether they are listed or not, so as to preserve this character and
appearance. The Council will resist the total or substantial demolition of
buildings which make a positive contribution to a conservation area unless
circumstances are shown that outweigh the case for retention. Applicants
will be required to justify the demolition of a building that makes a positive
contribution to a conservation area, having regard to the National Planning
Policy Framework, Camden’s conservation area statements, appraisals and
management strategies and any other relevant supplementary guidance
produced by the Council.

When considering applications for demolition, the Council will take account
of group value, context and the setting of buildings, as well as their quality
as individual structures and any contribution to the setting of listed buildings.

- Applications must clearly show which buildings or parts of buildings are to be

demolished.

Applications for total or substantial demolition in conservation areas must
demonstrate to the Council’s satisfaction that effective measures will be taken
during demolition and building works to ensure structural stability of retained
parts and adjoining structures. Before planning permission for demolition is
granted, the Council must be satisfied that there are acceptable detailed plans
for the redevelopment.

In addition proposals for demolition and reconstruction should be justified in
terms of the optimisation of resources and energy use in comparison with the

7.53
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existing building. Further details on this are in “Policy CC1 Climate change
mitigation”.

Use

Changes in patterns of use can also erode the character of an area. It is
therefore important that, whenever possible, uses which contribute to the
character of a conservation area are not displaced by redevelopment. Two
uses of particular importance to the character of conservation areas are pubs
and local shops, especially when they are in located in historic buildings. The
Council will protect these uses as set out in “Policy C4 Public houses” and
“Section 9 Town centres and shops”.

Details

The character and appearance of a conservation area can.be eroded through
the loss of traditional architectural details such as historic windows and doors,
characteristic rooftops, garden settings and boundary treatments. Where
alterations are proposed they should be undertaken in a material of a similar
appearance to the original. Traditional features should be retained or reinstated
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unsympathetic development elsewhere harms its appearance or its harmonious
relationship with its surroundings. Applicants will be expected to provide
sufficient information about the proposed development and its relationship with
its immediate setting, in the form of a design statement.

Access in listed buildings

Where listed buildings and their approaches are being altered, disabled

access should be considered and incorporated. The Council will balance the
requirement for access with the interests of conservation and preservation to
achieve an accessible solution. We will expect design approaches to be fully
informed by an audit of conservation constraints and access needs and to

have considered all available options. The listed nature of a building does not
preclude the development of inclusive design solutions and the Council expects
sensitivity and creativity to be employed in achieving solutions that meet the
needs of accessibility and conservation.

Sustainability measures in listed buildings

Proposals that reduce the energy consumption of listed buildings will be
welcomed provided that they do not cause harm to the special architectural
and historic interest of the building or group. Energy use can be reduced by
means that do not harm the fabric or appearance of the building, for instance
roof insulation, draught proofing, secondary glazing, more efficient boilers and
heating and lighting systems and use of green energy sources. Depending on
the form of the building, renewable energy technologies may also be installed,
for instance solar water heating and photovoltaics.

Archaeology

Camden has a rich archaeological heritage which comprises of both above
and below ground remains, in the form of individual finds, evidence of former
settlements and standing structures. These remains are vulnerable to modern
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UEVEIopTTEnt and 1and USe. There are currently 13 archaeological priofity areas
in the borough (see “Map 4: Heritage and Archaeological Sites”) although these
are scheduled for review in 2017.

The archaeological priority areas provide a general guide to areas of
archaeological remains, but do not indicate every find site in the borough. These
are based on current knowledge and may be refined or altered as a result of
future archaeological research or discoveries.

Itis likely that archaeological remains will be found throughout the borough,
both within and outside the archaeological priority areas. Many archaeological
remains have yet to be discovered, so their extent and significance is not
known. When researching the development potential of a site, developers
should, in all cases, assess whether the site is known or is likely to contain
archaeological remains. Where there is good reason to believe that there

are remains of archaeological importance on a site, the Council will consider
directing applicants to supply further details of proposed developments,
including the results of archaeological desk-based assessment and field
evaluation. Scheduled monument consent must be obtained before any

 alterations are made to scheduled ancient monuments. Camden has only one
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Advertisements

This policy applies to all advertisements requiring advertisement consent

under the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England)
Regulations 2007. Certain types of advertisements do not require advertisement
consent and are regarded as having ‘deemed consent’ as they meet the
specifications set out in the regulations. Information on what types of
advertisements require consent is set out in Outdoor advertisements and signs:
a guide for advertisers (Communities and Local Government, June 2007).
Advertisements are only controlled in respect to their effect on amenity and
public safety. Further guidance on Camden'’s approach to advertisements is
available in the supplmentary planning document Camden Planning Guidance

Policy D4 Advertisements

The Council will require advertisements to preserve or enhance the character
of their setting and host building. Advertisements must respect the form,
fabric, design and scale of their setting and host building and be of the highest
standard of design, material and detail.

We will support advertisements that:

a.  preserve the character and amenity of the area; and
b.  preserve or enhance heritage assets and conservation areas.

We will resist advertisements that:

contribute to an unsightly proliferation of signage in the area;
contribute to street clutter in the public realm;
cause light pollution to nearby residential properties or wildlife habitats;

have flashing illuminated eloments, or

impact upon public safety.
The Council will resist advertisements on shopfronts that are above facia level
or ground floor level, except in exceptional circumstances.

Shroud advertisements, banners, hoardings / billboards / large outdoor
signboards are subject to further criteria as set out in supplementary planning
document Camden Planning Guidance on design .

Character and amenity

7.81
on design.
c.
d.
e.
f
g.
7.82

Advertisements and signs should be designed to be complementary to and
preserve the character of the host building and local area. The size, location,
materials, details and illumination of signs must be carefully considered.
Interesting and unique styles of advertisements and signs will be considered
acceptable where they are compatible with the host buildings and surrounding
environment. The Council will resist advertisements where they contribute to or
constitute clutter or an unsightly proliferation of signage in the area.
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Discontinuance

The Council takes a proactive approach to preserving or enhancing the
townscape and public realm. Where existing advertisements with deemed
consent are considered to harm the character and amenity of a building or local
area the Council will, where appropriate seek removal of these advertisements,
which may include serving of discontinuance notices.

Estate agent boards

A certain number and size of estate agent boards can be erected on properties
without the benefit of advertisement consent. Areas may be exempted from this
deemed consent under Regulation 7 of the 1992 Regulations. In these areas no
boards will be granted advertisement consent by the Council because of their
effect on visual amenity, except in exceptional circumstances. Please refer to
the Camden website for the list of exempted areas.




