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DP18. Parking standards and limiting
the availability of car parking

18.1 Limiting the supply of car-parking is a key factor for addressing congestion in the borough and
encouraging people to use more sustainable ways to travel (see Core Strategy policy CS11 –
Sustainable and efficient travel for our overall approach to this). Policy DP18 sets out the Council’s
approach to parking in new development. It seeks to minimise the level of car parking provision in
new developments, as well as promoting cycle parking, and the provision of spaces for car clubs
and electric charging points. This policy should be read in conjunction with policy DP19, which sets
out how the Council will address the potential negative impacts of parking associated with new
development, and Core Strategy policy CS11.

The Council will seek to ensure that
developments provide the minimum
necessary car parking provision. The Council
will expect development to be car free in the
Central London Area, the town centres of
Camden Town, Finchley Road/Swiss Cottage,
Kentish Town, Kilburn High Road and West
Hampstead, and other areas within
Controlled Parking Zones that are easily
accessible by public transport.

Development should comply with the
Council’s parking standards, as set out in
Appendix 2 to this document. Where the
Council accepts the need for car parking
provision, development should not exceed
the maximum standard for the area in which
it is located (excluding spaces designated for
disabled people). Developments in areas of
on-street parking stress should be ‘car
capped’.

For car free and car capped developments,
the Council will:

a) limit on-site car parking to:

– spaces designated for disabled people,

– any operational or servicing needs, and

– spaces designated for the occupiers of
development specified as car capped;

b) not issue on-street parking permits; and

c) use a legal agreement to ensure that
future occupants are aware they are not
entitled to on-street parking permits.

Developments will also be expected to meet
the Council’s minimum standards for cycle
parking set out in Appendix 2.

The Council will:

d) strongly encourage contributions to car
clubs and pool car schemes in place of
private parking in new developments
across the borough; and

e) seek the provision of electric charging
points as part of any car parking
provision.
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Car-free development
18.2 The Council generally expect development in Low Parking Provision Areas (i.e. the Central London

area, our town centres and other areas with high public transport accessibility) to be car-free.
Camden has been successfully securing car-free housing since 1997 as a way of encouraging car-
free lifestyles, promoting sustainable ways of travelling, and helping to reduce the impact of traffic.
Policy DP18 extends the car-free concept to non-residential development, which has the potential
to reduce commuting by car and promote car-free work-related journeys. Car-free development
can facilitate sustainability and wider objectives, including:

• freeing space on a site from car-parking, to allow additional housing, community facilities, play
areas, amenity spaces and cycle parking;

• enabling additional development where parking provision would not be acceptable due to
congestion problems and on-street parking stress;

• helping to promote alternative, more sustainable forms of transport.

18.3 Car-free development has no car parking within the site and occupiers are not issued with on-
street parking permits. (People with disabilities who are Blue Badge holders may park in on-street
spaces without a parking permit.) Car-free development should meet the Council’s cycle parking
standards and may, where required, include on-site space for people with disabilities, servicing,
coach and taxi activity. The Central London Area and our town centres, other than Hampstead, are
well-equipped to support car-free households and businesses as they have high levels of public
transport accessibility, and provide opportunities to access a range of goods, services,
workplaces and homes. Camden will expect development in these areas to be car-free, and will
resist the inclusion of general car parking unless supported by a Transport Assessment or other
compelling justification. See also paragraphs 18.8 and 18.9 below, which set out the Council’s
approach to removing rights to on-street parking.

18.4 Much of the rest of the borough has public transport accessibility levels that are moderate to
excellent. Provided that parking controls are in force, the Council will expect car-free development
where public transport accessibility is equivalent to levels in our town centres, and will strongly
encourage it elsewhere.

Parking standards
18.5 Developments throughout the borough will be expected to comply with the parking standards set

out in Appendix 2. The standards include:

• maximum parking standards for general car parking provision, to encourage people to consider
all alternatives to private car travel;

• minimum cycle parking standards , to encourage people to meet their travel needs by cycling;

• minimum parking standards for people with disabilities to meet their needs; and

• minimum standards for servicing, taxi and coach activity, to provide an alternative to on-street
provision.
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18.6 The maximum car parking standards include separate figures for Low Parking Provision Areas and
for the rest of the borough. As we generally seek car free development in the Low Parking Provision
Areas, we will only apply the car parking standards for these areas where a developer can
demonstrate to the Council’s satisfaction that such parking should be provided on a site.

18.7 The maximum car parking standards for employment generating uses are intended to limit the
potential for commuting by private car (other than by disabled people). A workplace’s operational
needs are only considered to include journeys to work if travel is at times when public transport
services are severely limited or if employees need continuous access to a car for work purposes
whether or not they are at the workplace.

18.8 The Council will expect new developments in areas of high on-street parking stress to be car-
capped. Car-capped development has a limited amount of on-site car parking, but no access to on-
street parking permits in order to avoid any impact on on-street parking. The level of on-site
provision must meet the car and cycle parking standards in Appendix 2 for the area in which a
development is located, and may, where required, include on-site space for people with disabilities,
servicing, coach and taxi activity. Policy DP19 below addresses in more detail the impact of parking
associated with new development, including on on-street parking conditions.

18.9 To implement car-free and car-capped development, the Council needs to remove entitlements for
parking permits from future occupiers. This will be achieved through seeking a legal agreement with
the developer, as it is the only way of ensuring that all incoming occupiers are aware that they are
not eligible for a permit to park on the street.

18.10 The Council’s Parking Standards apply to all development, whether involving new construction or a
change in the use of an existing building. The Council accepts the need for a flexible approach to
some aspects of the minimum parking standards, for example where the nature of the street
frontages preclude access to on-site car parking, and may consider the potential for designating
disabled parking bays on-street. The Council will also consider the parking requirements from
premises that are used by the emergency services.

18.11 Details of parking arrangements should be submitted with planning applications, showing how car,
servicing and cycle parking requirements will be met. Guidance on the space requirements for car
and cycle parking are included in Camden’s Planning Guidance and Streetscape Design Manual.
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Cycle parking
18.12 All developments will be expected to meet the Council’s cycle parking standards, as set out in

Appendix 2 to this document, as a minimum. The provision of cycle parking in new developments
encourages a healthy and more sustainable alternative to the use of the private car.

18.13 Cycle parking provision should be provided with convenient access to street level and must be
secure and easy for everyone to use. Cycle parking for residents and employees cannot usually
be met off-site due to the security and shelter necessary for long stays. Where applicants
demonstrate that cycling provision according to these standards is not feasible on a development
site, the Council may seek a contribution to off-site provision in lieu of provision within the site.
Please also see policy DP17 for further guidance relating to the provision of facilities for cyclists in
new developments. Further guidance on cycle parking and storage is contained in the Camden
Planning Guidance supplementary document.

Car clubs and pool cars
18.14 Camden Core Strategy policy CS11 states that the Council will expand the availability of car clubs

and business pool cars as an alternative to the private car. Car clubs and pool cars offer the
benefit of removing the need for car ownership for many households and discourage the use of
the car for journeys, including commuting and business trips that could be made by more
sustainable modes, thus reducing the use of cars and the need for car parking spaces.

18.15 The Council will strongly encourage developers to provide or contribute towards car club or pool
car spaces in as an alternative private parking. Provision of new spaces within developments will
be encouraged in locations where they can be made available to car-club members.

Low emission vehicles
18.16 Camden Core Strategy policy CS11 promotes the use of low emission vehicles, including through

expanding the availability of electric charging points. The Council will encourage the provision of
electric vehicle charging spaces in new developments, including for electric pool cars or electric
car-club cars. For general car parking, such spaces should be provided within the maximum
standards set out in Appendix 2 – Parking Standards. The emerging draft replacement London
Plan also supports the provision of electric charging points in new developments, and the Mayor’s
Electric Vehicle Delivery Plan for London sets out a range of measures to encourage the use of
electric vehicles and increase the number of charging points across the capital, including through
provision as part of new developments.

18.17 The Council will encourage the provision of electric vehicle charging spaces in new developments,
including for electric pool cars or electric car-club cars. For general car parking, such spaces
should be provided within the maximum standards set out in Appendix 2 – Parking Standards.
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