
Sedum

Typically an extensive green roof is created using 
a variety of sedum plants in the form of plug 
plants or a pre grown sedum blanket. Sedums are 
low growing succulents – plants with thick fleshy 
leaves and stems. They are also extremely drought 
tolerant which makes them particularly suitable 
for growing in the harsh conditions found on 
a roof. It is advisable to use a variety of sedum, 
to ensure maximum coverage & diversity as each 
species prospers under particular seasonal or 
weather conditions.

Living roofs

Professionally installed or planted extensive and 
wildlife roofs are specifically designed to be self-
maintaining. As with all of nature, sedum change 
appearance along with the seasons. Some species 
change color entirely, from green to red or their 
leaves will become much smaller; it is a “living 
roof”. Customers are therefore advised that the 
roof will not always look ‘Green’ and that as with 
the plants in your garden, the roof will not look 
as ‘fresh’ throughout the winter months as it does 
in spring and summer. Plants die back and will 
look brown and woody. In the spring these can be 
cut back, otherwise they will naturally rot away. 
A certain degree of ‘maintenance’ is about the 
aesthetics of the way the roof looks.

Maintenance Regime

We recommend a minimum of two maintenance 
visits per year for a sedum roof to ensure the 
guarantee of function. Ideally these would be in 
the spring time and autumn.

The maintenance regime would include:

•	 Removal of debris and dead vegetation from 
the roof surface, drainage outlets, guttering 
and washed pebbles, etc.

•	 Weeding and removal of grass / saplings
•	 Sowing of additional sprouts to repair patches 

of poor growth
•	 In some cases application of a slow release, low 

nitrogen fertilizer- if deemed to be beneficial 
to the plant growth.

•	 Additional Watering (particularly important in 
dry periods)

•	 Review Inspection Chambers and ensure that 
water outlets are all free draining.

•	 Clear and clean all perimeter and detailing 
surrounds

Please Note:

•	 A water supply should be provided to each 
roof area.

•	 The above information is provided as a guide. 
•	 Each Green roof should be looked at on 

a individual basis to determine the most 
appropriate maintenance regime in terms of 
number of visits and works to be carried out 
on those visits.

  

For further advice or contact information please 
visit our website www.kempersystem.co.uk  
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