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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Listed Building Consent Granted
Address: 

Flat 1

Whitehall

9-11 Bloomsbury Square

London WC1A 2LP
Proposal:

Removal of six single-glazed sash windows and one pair of French doors to garden and installation of double-glazed replacements to match existing fenestration pattern (retrospective). 

	Drawing Nos: Site Location Plan; Existing Lower Ground Floor Flat Layout Plan (not to scale); Photo of Front Façade (excluding Lower Ground Floor); Photo of Rear Elevation including Window & French Doors (as built); Photo of Exterior of 3 x Front Windows (as built); Photo of Exterior of Rear Window; Photo of Rear French Doors (as built); Design and Access & Heritage Statement.


The Council has considered your application and decided to grant Listed Building Consent subject to the following condition(s):

Conditions And Reasons:

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting listed building consent:

The application site is a basement flat situated within a grade II listed terraced property originally dating from the 17th century, located within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  The property was remodelled in the mid-19th century when the mansard roof was added and the fronts were stuccoed in an Italianate style.  In the early 20th century the property became a hotel but in the 1980s was converted into flats.  

This application seeks listed building consent retrospectively for the replacement of 1980s timber sash windows at the front and rear of the basement flat with Slimlite double glazed units with frames to match the previous windows.  The application is also for replacement of French windows opening onto the rear garden with double-glazed equivalents, also with timber frames. 

The replacement sash windows and their predecessors are all of a one-over-one pattern. At the front the windows are only visible when looking down from pavement level as they are set below ground level.  As the lightwell is quite deep and shallow in depth, the windows are largely in shadow.  The French doors follow a simple large-pane design, are of no historic value, and are concealed from public view being situated at lower level at the rear of the property which was rebuilt in the 1980s.

As the replacement painted timber windows and doors follow the same fenestration pattern as their predecessors with no fine glazing bars, and their frames are of the same profile dimensions and detailing as previously, the visual impact of double-glazed units is minimal, and does not compromise or detract from the external appearance of the host building or its conservation area context. 

The proposed works will not harm the special interest of the listed building, the setting of neighbouring listed buildings, or the character and appearance of the conservation area.

Public consultation was undertaken by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received.  Bloomsbury CAAC was consulted but did not respond.  The site's planning history was taken into account when arriving at this decision.

Special regard has been attached to the desirability of preserving the listed building and its features of special architectural or historic interest, under s.16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERR) 2013. 

As such, the proposal is in general accordance with policies D1 and D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017. The proposed development also accords with the London Plan 2016 and the National Planning Policy Framework.



	2 
	Your proposals may be subject to control under the Building Regulations and/or the London Buildings Acts that cover aspects including fire and emergency escape, access and facilities for people with disabilities and sound insulation between dwellings. You are advised to consult the Council's Building Control Service, Camden Town Hall, Judd St, Kings Cross, London NW1 2QS (tel: 020-7974 6941).
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	You are advised that any works of alterations or upgrading not included on the approved drawings which are required to satisfy Building Regulations or Fire Certification may require a further application for listed building consent.




In dealing with the application, the Council has sought to work with the applicant in a positive and proactive way in accordance with paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2018.

You can find advice about your rights of appeal at:

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals/guidance/guidancecontent
Yours faithfully
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David Joyce

Director of Regeneration and Planning
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