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13th	July	2018	

BB	Partnership	
Studios	33-34,	10	Hornsey	Street	
London	N7	8EL	

FAO	Ramesh	Pari	

Dear	Ramesh,	

Re:	Radlett	House,	Radlett	Lane,	London	NW8	6BD:	Pergola	Proposal	

Further	to	our	various	conversations	and	site	meeting,	I	am	writing	to	provide	the	arboricultural	submission	in	
support	of	a	planning	application	to	construct	a	covered	pergola	link	that	will	connect	the	principal	residence	
and	the	approved	and	implemented,	but	not	yet	constructed	pool	house.	

This	is	a	BS	5837	(Trees	in	Relation	to	Design,	Demolition	and	Construction)	compliant	report	within	which	I	will	
describe	the	proposal	in	context	of	trees.	I	refer	to	your	drawing	set	FWZ0	200	to	204	inculsve	dated	July	2018.	

Background	information:	

On	17th	January	2011	the	London	Borough	of	Camden	granted	planning	permission	2010/6316/P	for	the	
demolition	and	re-building	of	the	pool	house	within	the	grounds	of	Radlett	House.	A	similar	permission,	
2012/5607/P	was	also	granted	permission	24th	December	2012	which	is	near	identical	to	2010/6316	other	than	
inclusion	of	a	pool	house	extension	to	the	Primrose	Hill	boundary	plus	a	small	extension/	porch	to	the	main	
house.	

Both	permissions	were	implemented	following	discharge	of	pre-commencement	conditions	(including	tree	
protection	conditions)	however	work	was	halted	at	client	request.		

Tree	Projects	provided	the	arboricultural	planning	reports	for	both	pool	house	schemes	and	subsequently,	
submitted	details	pursuant	to	discharge	of	tree	protection	conditions.	The	condition	discharge	bundle	included	
tree	protection	plans	(to	which	I	will	refer	again	below)	and	method	statements	etc	can	be	located	on	the	
Camden	planning	portal	under	references	2013/4736/P	and	2013/4737/P	respectively.	

Furthermore,	Camden	permission	2011/5102/P	grants	permission	for	basement	works	that	included	formation	
of	a	two	storey	depth	basement	between	the	main	house	and	the	pool	house.		The	basement	proposed	runs	
close	to	and	parallel	to	the	Primrose	Hill	boundary	and,	following	a	trial	pit	to	verify	the	depth	of	the	boundary	
wall,	adjusted	tree	RPA	was	accepted.	



Current	situation:	Both	permissions	relating	to	the	development	of	the	pool	house	have	been	implemented	
although	were	subsequently	put	on	hold.	In	the	intervening	period	the	area	has	been	turfed	over	and	temporary	
planting	beds	installed.		

The	current	proposal	is	to	form	link	from	Radlett	House	to	the	pool	house	by	way	of	a	pergola	structure	that	will	
reference	the	pergola	leading	to	the	front	door	of	the	property.	The	garden	link	is	proposed	to	have	a	glazed	
roof,	similar	to	its	counterpart,	however	it	is	proposed	to	be	constructed	using	timber	for	the	structure	instead	
of	steel.	

For	the	purposes	of	an	arboricultural	assessment	of	the	pool	house	link	it	is	appropriate	to	reference	planning	
history	and	recognise	that	although	work	has	been	halted,	there	are	permitted	and	implemented	schemes	that	
are	likely	to	be	built	to	their	conclusion	in	the	not	too	distant	future.	In	addition,	the	accepted	adjusted	RPA	
(root	protection	area)	for	off	site	trees	within	Primrose	Hill	informs	that	the	proposed	pergola	will	not	be	
constructed	within	the	precautionary	area	as	relates	to	trees.	

In	order	to	reviewed	the	details	of	the	proposal	the	line	of	the	intended	link	structure	has	been	plotted	to	the	
tree	protection	plans	previously	approved	(by	way	of	discharge	of	conditions)	as	previously	described.	From	the	
plan	and	background	history	it	can	be	seen	that	the	pergola	link	does	not	compromise	the	root	protection	area	
of	any	significant	trees.	As	a	consequence	and	with	reference	to	permitted	schemes,	there	can	be	no	conflict	
with	the	proposal	due	to	previously	approved	analysis	and	details	of	tree	protection.	

Looking	further	into	the	detail	of	the	proposal	the	pergola	is	to	be	constructed	out	of	sustainably	produced	and	
highly	durable	Accoya	timber	and	will	benefit	from	being	planted	with	climbing	plants.	I	note	within	the	drawing	
set	that	training	wire	supports	are	to	be	provided	to	assist	plants	in	covering	the	structure	that	will	take	
potentially	just	one	or	two	years	to	achieve.	The	structure	will	rest	on	relatively	shallow	footings	and	as	a	whole	
will	contribute	to	the	gardens	design	and	layout	and	make	a	net	positive	contribution	to	garden	amenities.		

Conclusion	

The	proposed	pergola/	pool	house	link	has	no	arboricultural	implications	as	can	be	seen	by	overlaying	it	in	plan	
to	permitted	tree	protection	proposals	approved	under	2013/4736/P	and	2013/4737/P:	there	will	be	no	
incursion	to	tree	root	protection	areas.	New	ornamental	planting	and	use	of	climbers	will	rapidly	ensure	the	
structure	becomes	one	with	and	blends	into	the	garden	and	in	conclusion	there	should	be	no	arboricultural	
objection	to	an	otherwise	acceptable	scheme.	

Yours	sincerely	

Nick	Bentley	

	

HNDH,	RFS	Cert	Arb.		

Enc:		

Tree	Protection	Plan	to	site	as	permitted	under	2013/4736/P	with	pergola	overlain.		

Copy	Tree	Schedule	&	explanatory	notes	from	2013/4736/P	for	ease	of	reference.	
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