Planning Department
London Borough of Camden
2nd Floor
5 Pancras Square

c/o Town Hall 

Judd Street

London

WC1H 9JE
Dear Sir/ Madam,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (CONTROL OF ADVERTISEMENTS)          (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007
ADVERTISING BILLBOARD ADJACENT FILLING STATION, 95 CHALK FARM ROAD, LONDON, NW1 8AA
Please find enclosed an application for express consent under the above mentioned regulations for the following:
‘‘Retention of existing non -illuminated, static ‘48 sheet’ advertising billboard’’.
PROPOSAL

This application seeks consent for the continued display of the traditional 48 sheet advertising billboard at this location.
The billboard is a standard 48 sheet size, measuring 6m wide by 3m high, of the type that is a very common road-side feature and which has been in use for many years.
It accommodates a static poster which is periodically changed manually and usually promotes local businesses.

It is not illuminated.

This application seeks express consent for the standard period of five years with standard conditions.

ANALYSIS
The Regulations state that applications for express consent are to be determined only in the context of public safety and amenity (Regulation 3).

This is reiterated at paragraphs 67 and 68 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and amplified in the ancillary Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG). The NPPF states in particular that advertisements should be ‘’efficient, effective and simple in concept and operation’’.

Local policies are material insofar that they provide a useful framework against which proposals can be compared and contrasted. Greater weight should be given to the ‘conditions on the ground’.
PUBLIC SAFETY
It is argued that there are no public safety issues in relation to the retention of this advertising billboard. There are no moving images displayed, there is no automatic changing of the poster / image. There is no illumination. Anyone whether pedestrian, cyclist or motorist exercising a reasonable level of care would not be placed in any greater danger by the retention of this advertising billboard at this location and any road users paying due care and attention would be able to easily assimilate the messages without distraction.
Amenity 
The NPPF and ancillary PPG require PLAs to consider the local characteristics of the area alongside the particular merits of the case.

They also make clear that advertisements are less likely to pose an issue if they are within commercial or industrial localities.

This area of Camden Town is a very vibrant and busy commercial and retail centre based around the markets. It is characterized by gaudy over-sized high-level shop displays, market trading; street food retail and associated activities.
The advertising site itself is seen in conjunction with the high level corporate branding of Morrisons Filling Station to the south and is seen as significantly lower and smaller in comparison when viewed from either direction on Chalk Farm Road which tends to limit the impact of the advertising billboard. The billboard is at ground floor level and is similar in scale, colour and vibrancy as the many shopfronts along this road. The height of the billboard is no higher than shopfront and commercial signage on this road. This sense of the billboard being in scale is further enhanced by the setting of the office building of 100 Chalk Farm Road which dominates the skyline to the north and the mainline railway which dominates to the west.  It is not out of scale or out of keeping in this environment.
In amenity terms, therefore, the billboard has limited impact both in the immediate and wider sense and it is considered that the proposal is consistent with themes and objectives of the NPPF.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This application seeks express consent for a traditional non- illuminated billboard for 5 years. It is not detrimental to amenity or harmful to public safety and is a familiar feature in the urban environment and we request that consent be granted.

In the circumstances we hope that the council will permit this application.

Yours faithfully,

