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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

Schedule 18 - Heritage Agreement Approval
Address: 

Obelisk to Baron Southampton

St James's Gardens

Cardington Street

London NW1

Proposal:

Method Statement for Dismantling and Storage of the Obelisk to Baron Southampton in St. James's Gardens in accordance with Part 2 2(a) dismantling and 2(b) storage.of the Heritage Agreement between HS2 Ltd, LB Camden and Historic England dated 5 May 2017. 

	Drawing Nos: HS2 Dismantling Method Statement; Cover Letter dated 31/07/2018.


The Council as the Local Planning Authority & Qualifying Authority within the meaning of the above Act has granted permission subject to the following condition(s) and informative(s) listed below: 

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting approval:

This application seeks approval by the London Borough of Camden of the Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Dismantling and Storage of the Obelisk to Baron Southampton in St. James's Gardens.

The application site is a designated heritage asset, the grade II listed Obelisk to Baron Southampton, which is situated in the south-west corner of the former burial ground of St James' Gardens, Cardington Street, which was opened in 1788, and  was a public garden from 1887 until June 2017. The site is not within a conservation area. The monument dates from the early-mid 19th century and according to the listing description commemorates Charles Fitzroy, first Baron of Southampton, and his wife Anne (d.1797 and 1810). However, research undertaken for this application suggests it may be a monument to Lawrence Harman Parsons, Baron Oxmanton and Earl of Rosse.  

The Obelisk to Baron Southampton is identified in Table 1 of Schedule 18 ('Listed buildings') to the High Speed Rail (London-West Midlands) Act 2017 to enable the grade II listed obelisk to be removed from St James' Gardens and later re-erected elsewhere.  

HS2 Ltd entered into a Heritage Agreement with London Borough of Camden and Historic England dated 5 May 2017 that requires HS2 Ltd to submit method statements concerning the relocation of the obelisk to the Council for approval. (The Heritage Agreement also requires HS2 Ltd to submit method statements to Historic England and the relevant Amenity Societies at the same time for but independently of this application for consultation.)  

Part 2.2 of Schedule 1A of the Heritage Agreement sets out requirements for the content of method statements covering removal, storage, identification of a suitable site for reinstatement and the process of reassembling in accordance with Historic England guidance. This is pursuant to approval under Part 2.1 of Schedule 1A of the method statement recording the designated heritage asset, its setting and constructional details (application reference 2017/4383/HS2, approved on 19/09/2017).

The submitted method statement covers Part 2 items 2(a) how the monument is to be dismantled and 2(b) how component parts of the monument are to be protected, transported and stored.  A further method statement will be submitted subsequently to address the remaining items: 2(c) the process for identification of an appropriate site for re-erection, and 2(d) the process of re-assembly of the component parts during re-erection of the monument.

The method statement provides extensive details on the dismantling and storage of the monument, provides a general overview and has sections covering Access arrangements, protective measures and monitoring; Initial investigations and removal of the partially buried obelisk shaft; a Dismantling Methodology including optional methods for dismantling; and handling, transport and storage of salvaged blocks.



	2 
	A consultation exercise was undertaken for this application by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England commented on the method statement in a letter dated 12 September 2018, stating that it welcomes the comprehensive and detailed nature of the method statement.  It confirmed that HS2 Ltd provided clarification relating to the condition of the monument; the need for a suitably skilled and experienced historic monument contractor to undertake the dismantling work; the need to monitor the condition of the marble throughout the dismantling work; and the need to store the monument in appropriate conditions for the longer term.

Historic England recommends that the environmental conditions for storage of the monument should be stable and monitored. Parameters for storage of marble should be above 4°C (to prevent the likelihood of water freezing) and relative humidity 40-60%, or if salts are an issue 20-30%. The transfer from site to site storage and then longer term storage should allow the stone elements to adapt to environmental conditions. HS2 Ltd should consider lower relative humidity levels and a well-ventilated environment to prevent the development of biological growth and salt efflorescence. 

It is considered that in terms of scope and content the submitted Heritage Agreement Method Statement for Dismantling and Storage of the Obelisk to Baron Southampton in St. James's Gardens will safeguard the grade II listed monument and sufficiently meets the requirements of Part 2.2 of Schedule 18 (Work to Listed Buildings) to warrant approval by the London Borough of Camden.



	3 
	You are reminded that Part 2 of Schedule 1A of the Heritage Agreement items 2(c) identification of new site, and 2(d) details of re-assembly, are outstanding and require details to be submitted and approved by the Council before the relevant works are undertaken. 




Yours faithfully
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David Joyce

Director of Regeneration and Planning
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