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5 Lifetime Homes and Wheelchair Housing 
KEY MESSAGES 

• All residential development should meet the 16 criteria that form the 
Lifetime Homes standards. 

• The standards will be applied flexibly to existing buildings, but 
applicants should justify failure to meet any of the criteria. 

• 10% of market housing development should meet wheelchair housing 
standards, or should meet the 13 key Habinteg wheelchair housing 
criteria so that they can be easily adapted to meet wheelchair housing 
standards. 

• 10% of affordable housing development should be designed, built and 
fitted out to meet Wheelchair Housing standards in full. 

What does this section cover? 

5.1 This section provides advice on how proposals can made be accessible 
to all by incorporating “lifetime home” standards and creating wheelchair 
accessible homes.  It supplements Camden Development Policies policy 
DP6 – Lifetime homes & wheelchair housing, as well as DP29 – 
Improving Access and Camden Core Strategy policy CS6 - Providing 
quality homes. 

5.2 In line with policy DP6 all new residential development will be expected 
to meet the following standards. 
LIFETIME HOMES 
All housing developments should meet lifetime homes standards. A 
lifetime home is an ordinary home incorporating 16 design features for 
accessible living. These make homes easier to occupy for the entire life 
cycle of a household, whether its members are young, old, healthy or ill. 
WHEELCHAIR HOUSING 
A minimum of 10% of new housing should either meet wheelchair 
housing standards, or be easily adapted to meet them. Wheelchair 
housing provides independence and quality of life for wheelchair users 
and should be tailor-made for their specific needs. 

5.3 In addition, the following building regulations should be considered 
where appropriate: 

• Part M of the Building Regulations (2004 edition) – this sets minimum 
requirements for building standards in public buildings and new 
dwellings only. 

• BS 8300: 2009: Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the 
needs of disabled people – good practice guidance that covers non-
domestic buildings and details on specific building types. 

5.4 This planning guidance is applicable to all development. It applies 
equally to new build, refurbished, converted, extended and altered 
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premises. It should also be read in conjunction with the Council’s 
‘Camden Wheelchair Housing Design Brief 2010’. 

5.5 The application of Lifetime Homes and Wheelchair Housing Standards 
varies depending on the type of dwelling as follows (see also 
Development Policy DP6 and supporting paragraphs 6.7 to 6.9): 

• Lifetime Homes standards apply to all developments of self-contained 
housing (but does not apply to hotels or student housing); 

• Wheelchair Housing Standards apply to all developments providing 
10 or more self-contained homes and to student housing; 

• both sets of standards apply to housing in mixed-use developments 
as well as purely residential developments; 

• both sets of standards apply to new build development, conversions, 
reconfigurations and changes of use; and 

• the requirements will be applied flexibly to take account of the 
circumstances of existing buildings, particularly those that are listed. 
English Heritage has produced guidance on “Easy Access to Historic 
Buildings”. 

What is the guidance on Lifetime homes? 

5.6 Lifetime homes are ordinary homes built incorporating 16 design 
features for accessible living.  These features ensure a good level of 
accessibility from the outset, but they also allow a dwelling to be easily 
adapted for even higher levels of accessibility in the future should the 
need arise eg to cater for raising young children and declining mobility in 
old age.  

5.7 Lifetime homes standards are not designed specifically for disabled 
people or wheelchair users but allow for accessibility features to be 
easily incorporated at a later date if needed. There are separate 
Wheelchair Housing standards to guide the design of homes to meet the 
specific needs of people who are long-term wheelchair users (see 
paragraph 5.15)  

5.8 By planning for accessibility at the earliest stage, the Lifetime Homes 
features can be incorporated into the design of a dwelling without 
significant additional cost and can result in major cost savings to the 
building’s occupants in the long run (for a discussion of cost benefits and 
savings of Lifetime Homes, refer to ‘Costing Lifetime Homes’ by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation.)  

5.9 The table on the following pages gives key features of the 16 criteria 
forming the Lifetime Homes standards. These came into effect on 5 July 
2010. We advise developers to refer to www.lifetimehomes.org.uk for 
additional and detailed guidance on how specific requirements can be 
met, and also for news of any future revisions. 

http://www.lifetimehomes.org.uk/
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Lifetime Homes – Features 
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Lifetime Homes – Features (continued) 
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APPENDIX 1 - DEFINITION OF ‘ENTRANCE LEVEL’ FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
LIFETIME HOMES CRITERIA 
The entrance level of a dwelling for the purposes of the Lifetime Homes 
Criteria is generally deemed to be the storey containing the main 
entrance door as defined by Criterion 4. This will usually be the ground 
floor of a house, or the storey containing the entrance door of a flat 
approached a communal hall, stair, or lift.  
Where there are no rooms (habitable or non-habitable) on the storey 
containing the main entrance door (e.g. most flats over garages, some 
flats over shops, some duplexes and some townhouses), the first storey 
level containing a habitable or non-habitable room can be considered 
the ‘entrance level’ if this storey is reached by an ‘easy going’ stair with 
maximum risers 170mm, minimum goings 250mm, and a minimum width 
of 900mm measured 450mm above the pitch line.  
APPENDIX 2 - COMMUNAL CAR PARKING MANAGEMENT PLANS  
Where communal parking is provided, the Council may require a Parking 
Management Plan to ensure that adequate parking space is available for 
disabled people. The parking management plan should include a 
mechanism to ensure that the supply and demand of wider bays / blue 
badge bays are regularly monitored and provision reviewed, to ensure 
that provision equates to any change in the demand from disabled 
residents and visitors and that the bays are effectively enforced to stop 
abuse by non blue badge holders. The needs of residents who occupy a 
home designated for wheelchair users and any residents who hold a 
blue badge and occupy any other home should be addressed.  

Key requirements for lifetime homes standards: 

5.10 As the Building Regulations do not currently require dwellings to be built 
to lifetime homes standards it is necessary to check compliance at the 
planning application stage.  Therefore planning applications for new 
housing are expected to include information in the design statement and 
access statement showing how the proposed development addresses 
the 16 Lifetime Homes Criteria. Information on access statements can 
be found in the 'Access for all' section of CPG6 Amenity. 
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5.11 Applicants should specifically submit a schedule setting out how each of 
the 16 criteria will be met. Plans should particularly include sufficient 
detail of the following key internal space criteria, such as: 

• 6 - Internal doorways and hallways 
• 7 - all necessary circulation space within and between rooms 
• 8 - an entrance level living space 
• 9 – potential for an entrance level space that can be used as a bed-

space 
• 10 - entrance level toilet and shower drainage at entrance level 
• 12 – stairs and potential through-floor lift in dwelling 
• 14 - an accessible bathroom  

5.12 In the case of conversion of an existing building or other circumstances 
of a development may mean it may not be possible for new homes to 
meet all 16 criteria. In this case, the development should still seek to 
meet Lifetime Homes Standards as far as possible to maximise 
accessibility and demonstrate to the Council’s satisfaction why it is not 
possible to meet particular criteria.  

5.13 Applicants should include a schedule within the design and access 
statement for their development that sets out: 

• how each of the 16 Lifetime Homes criteria will be met; 
• identifying any Lifetime Homes criteria that will not be met; 
• demonstrating that these criteria cannot be met, or otherwise 

justifying failure to meet them. 

5.14 The Council will expect developments involving listed buildings to 
incorporate accessible features.  English Heritage has produced 
guidance on “Easy Access to Historic Buildings”. This guidance 
document should be referred to for further advice. 

What is the guidance on wheelchair housing? 

5.15 In addition to requiring residential development to meet Lifetime Homes 
standards above, policy DP6 requires a minimum of 10% of all new 
housing designed to be suitable for permanent occupation by wheelchair 
users or be easily adapted to meet them. Wheelchair housing standards 
go significantly beyond Lifetime Homes standards, which do not provide 
for permanent wheelchair occupation. 

5.16 The 10% requirement will be applied individually to each tenure within a 
given development scheme (ie applied to each affordability category 
whether market housing, social rented housing or intermediate 
affordable housing).  

5.17 We may agree to increase the percentage of social rented wheelchair 
homes and decrease the percentage of intermediate affordable 
wheelchair homes (or vice versa) where this will better enable us to 
meet the needs of identified future occupiers. 



Camden Planning Guidance | Housing | Lifetime homes and wheelchair units 

 
 

75 

For market housing:  

5.18 We will encourage the provision of fully fitted out Wheelchair Housing, 
but will accept provision of 10% homes designed to be easily adaptable 
to meet the standards.  

5.19 New homes that are capable of being easily adaptable should 
incorporate the key space criteria set out in the Habinteg Wheelchair 
Housing Design Guide (see Figure 10 below) and ensure that any 
fittings and fixtures required at a later date can be easily provided 
without enlarging or structurally altering the home.  

For affordable housing:  

5.20 The 10% wheelchair requirement should be designed, built and fitted out 
to meet Wheelchair Housing standards in full. These affordable homes 
should comply with the Camden Wheelchair Housing Design Brief 2010 
produced by the Council. 

5.21 As far as possible, the Council will seek to identify future occupiers of 
affordable wheelchair housing and seek to ensure that it is tailored to 
their needs.  

5.22 The Council's Housing Partnerships Team should be consulted for any 
specific design requirements required to meet the needs of future 
occupiers of affordable wheelchair housing (see Further Information at 
the end of this guidance). 

5.23 The Council may use its affordable housing fund to support the creation 
of fully-fitted out affordable wheelchair housing.  

Habinteg Wheelchair Housing Design Guide: 

5.24 All wheelchair housing should be designed in accordance with the 
standards set out in the nationally recognised Habinteg Wheelchair 
Housing Design Guide (WHDG).  

5.25 The standards include guidance for main entrances, doors, hallways, 
storage space, bedroom space, windows, etc. Below are the 13 key 
space criteria relating to the internal layouts of individual dwellings. The 
main entrances and common parts should be designed in accordance 
with the relevant guidance (WHDG p30 & 31) 
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Figure 10. Summary of the 13 key Habinteg wheelchair housing 
criteria 

1. Dwellings should normally be designed on one level storey. Where a dwelling is 
arranged in two or more floors a vertical rise lift serving all floors must be 
provided. (WHDG p63) 

2. The entrance door to the dwelling should provide a minimum clear opening width 
of 800mm (when accessed head on) or 825mm (when the approach is not head 
on). It should be weather protected and lit and be provided with a 300mm clear 
space to the leading edge (pull side of the door) and a 200mm clear space on 
the push side. (WHDG p36) 

3. The entrance hallway requires a manoeuvring space 1500 x 1800mm (enabling 
an occupier to open and close the door and turn into the living space) (WHDG 
p37 & 44) 

4. A space to store and charge an electric wheelchair should be provided as an 
extension to the circulation space of the dwelling. Care should be taken to 
ensure that storage of the chair does not restrict the minimum clear effective 
width of any corridor. Consideration should be given to how the facility is 
accessed and used. To guarantee sufficient manoeuvring space an overall 
space of 1100 x 1700mm should be provided. (WHDG p45) 

5. All halls and corridors (facilitating 90º turns) should have a clear unobstructed 
width of at least 1200mm and internal door clear opening widths of at least 
800mm. To facilitate a 180º turn a corridor with of 1500mm is required. (WHDG 
p57) 

6. All internal doors require a 300mm clear space to the leading edge (pull side of 
the door) and a 200mm clear space on the push side. (WHDG p58) 

7. A 1500 x 1800mm turning circle should be provided in the kitchen. (WHDG p7) 
8. In all bedrooms a 1200 x 1200mm clear space should be provided to one side of 

the bed, 1000mm circulation is required to the other sides and the foot of each 
bed. In single bedrooms access to one side of the bed is acceptable. All furniture 
and window controls should be reachable and usable. (WHDG p88) 

9. In all bathrooms space should be provided to facilitate frontal, side and oblique 
transfer to the toilet. The bathrooms and toilets should normally have outward 
opening doors or provide a clear space of 1100mm between the door swing and 
any fixture or fitting. (WHDG p78) 

10. All bathrooms should provide a 1500 x 1500mm square manoeuvring space, 
clear of all fittings (WHDG p78) 

11. In all bathrooms a drainage gully and services to facilitate the installation of a 
level entry shower (1000 x 1000mm) should be provided. (WHDG p85) 

12. A clear ceiling-track hoist route (suitably constructed and with a ready power 
supply) should be provided between the bathroom and the main bedroom 
(WHDG p80 & 15) 

13. Windows should be able to opened from a seated position. Controls should be 
located no higher that 1000mm above finished floor level and suitable for use by 
people with limited manual dexterity (WHDG p99) 

For the latest edition of these standards, please refer to: “Wheelchair housing design guide” edited 
by Stephen Thorpe and available from Habinteg Housing Association: 
www.habinteg.org.uk/pages/whdg.html (available from BREbookshop.com ISBN 1860818978) 

http://www.habinteg.org.uk/pages/whdg.html
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Key requirements for wheelchair housing standards 

5.26 Planning applications will need to show which units are wheelchair 
accessible and how they are wheelchair accessible or how they can be 
easily adapted to be suitable for wheelchair users. Full wheelchair 
housing standards should be met within affordable housing and will be 
negotiated within market housing on a case by case basis. 

5.27 Applications for planning permission should show full details of how 10% 
of homes will comply with wheelchair housing standards or, in the case 
of market housing, design features that ensure than 10% of homes are 
easily adaptable to meet the standards.  

5.28 Plans should identify all wheelchair housing (or homes easily adaptable 
to the standards) and applications should include drawings setting out 
how the 13 key space criteria identified in Figure 10 will be met. 

5.29 Applicants should include a schedule within the design and access 
statement for their development that sets out: 

• how each of the 13 key space criteria will be met; 
• identifying any key space criteria that will not be met; 
• demonstrating that these criteria cannot be met, or otherwise 

justifying failure to meet them. 

5.30 In the case of conversion of an existing building, we will apply the 10% 
requirement flexibly to take into account any constraints that would 
prevent the inclusion of entrances and internal spaces suitable for a 
wheelchair user. 

5.31 For further design guidance on wheelchair housing please refer to the 
Mayor of London’s SPG: 'Accessible London – Achieving an Inclusive 
Environment' (April 2004) - 
http://static.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/accessible_london.jsp 
(accessed April 2011). 

Additional considerations 

Requirements in other residential buildings 

5.32 In general, mobility difficulties and the need to provide for wheelchair 
users should be considered in the design of all forms of housing. The 
type of provision will need to be individually tailored to suit the nature of 
the facility and the likely needs of future occupiers. 

5.33 In relation to student housing there is no requirement to meet Lifetime 
Homes standards, however, 10% of student bedrooms/ study flats 
(together with supporting communal spaces) are expected to meet 
wheelchair standards. Suitable design layouts are included in Approved 
Document M (known as Part M) of the Building Regulations. 

http://static.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/accessible_london.jsp
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Key building regulation requirements 

5.34 The accessibility of accommodation should be considered whether the 
proposal is for new build, conversions or refurbishments.  

5.35 Part M of the Building Regulations sets minimum accessibility 
requirements for building standards in new residential dwellings and is 
required in addition to Lifetime Homes and wheelchair accessible 
housing standards being met. They apply at the Building Regulation 
approval stage and, as such, are not a matter for consideration in the 
planning process.   

5.36 BS 8300:2009 ‘Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the 
needs of disabled people – Code of Practice’ (BSI) provides good 
practice guidance for various types of non-domestic buildings. 

5.37 For further information on part M of the Building Regulations or BS 
8300:2009 please contact the Council’s Building Control Service or refer 
to the regulations on the Department for Communities and Local 
Government’s website: 
www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/buildingregulations/  

Securing lifetime homes and wheelchair housing through 
conditions and legal agreements 

5.38 Homes need to satisfy specific layout and space criteria in order to meet 
Lifetime Homes and Wheelchair Housing Standards. If homes are not 
designed to meet these criteria from the outset, it may not be possible to 
accommodate the necessary spaces within the envelope of the dwelling 
as proposed. Consequently, if submitted applications do not show 
dwellings that meet Lifetime Homes and Wheelchair Housing Standards, 
they cannot be secured by condition. 

5.39 Conditions may be used exceptionally in connection with Lifetime 
Homes Standards where: 

• constraints of an existing building will prevent layout and space 
criteria from being met 

• key layout and space criteria can clearly be met by the proposed 
housing, but other Lifetime Homes criteria have not demonstrably 
been met by submissions with the planning application. 
In each case, a condition may be used to secure submission of 
additional details of how specific Lifetime Homes criteria will be met 
before the development is implemented. 

5.40 Development policy DP6 requires the provision of the 10% affordable 
wheelchair housing to be designed, built and fitted out to meet 
wheelchair housing standards in full. It will always be secured through a 
planning obligation (also known as a section 106 agreement or legal 
agreement). In most cases, the terms will specify: 

• all wheelchair housing in the development 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/buildingregulations/
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• which wheelchair housing will be social rented and which will be 
intermediate affordable housing 

• arrangements to ensure that affordable wheelchair housing is fully 
fitted out to the agreed specifications, including payment of a bond 
where appropriate 

• arrangements to ensure that affordable wheelchair housing is 
completed and fully fitted out to an acceptable timescale. 

5.41 In some cases the terms may also specify: 

• arrangements for submission of revised or additional plans or 
schedules where key space criteria have not demonstrably been met 
by submissions with the planning application; 

• arrangements to ensure that affordable wheelchair housing can be 
viewed by potential occupiers before it is fitted out; 

• arrangements to ensure that affordable wheelchair housing is 
available to wheelchair users in the future. 

5.42 Provision of 10% wheelchair housing (or easily adaptable market 
housing) in market schemes is required but often future occupiers will be 
unknown until after the homes have been fitted out - under Development 
policy DP6 it may be exceptionally secured through a planning obligation 
where submissions with the planning application do not demonstrate that 
10% of market homes meet the key space criteria. In such cases, the 
terms will specify: 

• arrangements for submission of revised or additional plans or 
schedules showing that 10% of market homes meet key space 
criteria; 

• arrangements to ensure that wheelchair housing is completed to the 
agreed specifications. 
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Further information 
Lifetime Homes 
www.lifetimehomes.org.uk  

Mayor’s guidance at http://www.london.gov.uk/strategy-policy/accessible-
london-achieving-inclusive-environment (see Mayor's Priorities - Planning - 
Accessible London: Achieving an Inclusive Environment - July 2011):  
SPG 'Accessible London: Achieving an Inclusive Environment' (April 2004) 
'Lifetime Homes – case study examples' (September 2006) 
Best Practice Guidance 'Wheelchair Accessible Housing' (September 2007) 

Housing Supplementary Planning Guidance (Mayor of London, November 
2012) 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-
london/mayor/publications/planning/housing-supplementary-planning-guidance 
 (see Mayor's Priorities - Planning – Supplementary Planning Guidance) 

London Housing Design Guide (Mayor of London, August 2010) 
www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/housing/london-
housing-design-guide (accessed April 2011) 

Building Regulations 2010 Approved Document M - Access to and Use of 
Buildings (known as Part M) 

British Standard BS 8300:2009+A1: 2010 Design of buildings and their 
approaches to meet the needs of disabled people – Code of Practice (BSI) 

British Standard BS 9999:2008 Code of Practice for Fire Safety in the Design, 
Management and Use of Buildings (BSI) 

Camden Council Housing Adult and Social Care ‘Camden Wheelchair Housing 
Design Brief 2013’  
http://www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/housing/housing-policy-and-
strategies/camden-wheelchair-design-guide/camden-wheelchair-design-
guide.en 

 

http://www.lifetimehomes.org.uk/
http://www.london.gov.uk/strategy-policy/accessible-london-achieving-inclusive-environment
http://www.london.gov.uk/strategy-policy/accessible-london-achieving-inclusive-environment
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/planning/housing-supplementary-planning-guidance
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/planning/housing-supplementary-planning-guidance
hhttp://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/housing/london-housing-design-guide
hhttp://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/housing/london-housing-design-guide
http://www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/housing/housing-policy-and-strategies/camden-wheelchair-design-guide/camden-wheelchair-design-guide.en
http://www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/housing/housing-policy-and-strategies/camden-wheelchair-design-guide/camden-wheelchair-design-guide.en
http://www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/housing/housing-policy-and-strategies/camden-wheelchair-design-guide/camden-wheelchair-design-guide.en

