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1.0 Brief Introduction 
 

1.1 Stephenson House is a commercial property occupying the site of 75 Hampstead Road.  It is L shaped 
on plan with its frontages onto Hampstead Road to the east and Drummond Street to the south in the 
London Borough of Camden.  The property is understood to date from the late 1950s and is of RC 
framed construction apparently bearing onto spread foundations at basement level.  The building is 
approximately 17,600 m2 GEA inclusive of the single storey underground car park. 

 
1.2 The building extends over a varying number of storeys, rising up to 6th floor level on the Hampstead 

Road elevation and up to 5th floor level on the Drummond Street wing, all over a basement.  On the 
Drummond Street elevation, the accommodation extends to second floor level immediately adjacent to 
the street as also occurs at the rear of the property.  The existing basement is mainly used as a car 
park, with ramped access from Drummond Street.  

 
1.3 The building is to be extensively refurbished and it is proposed that additional floor area will be created 

by its extension, including a varying number of additional storeys.  The following outline brief provides 
some preliminary information on the likely scope of works for a Ground Investigation at Stephenson 
House.  The final details will be confirmed following liaison with the current occupants of the building. 
 

1.4 Some of the original drawings for the building are held at LB Camden’s Archive and these have revealed 
the apparent foundation layout and soil strengths assumed for the building’s design in 1957.  This 
information is included in Appendix A for information.  The basement perimeter walls are noted as being 
made up of a combination of reinforced concrete retaining walls and underpinned party walls. 
 

1.5 A desk study for the site has already been undertaken which has recommended that a detailed UXO 
risk assessment is undertaken prior to undertaking the works.  This piece of work is currently being 
commissioned, however if for any reason this has not been undertaken prior to the SI, allowance should 
be made for the attendance of a UXO engineer. 
 

1.6 It is proposed that the existing column grid will be retained throughout the refurbished property and that 
where any additional storeys are proposed, these will follow the same arrangement, thus resulting in an 
increase in load on the existing foundations.  Where any new structures are to be taken to basement, 
such as the new stair and lift cores and some new columns, it is presumed that these will either be 
supported off new spread foundations, or alternatively that mini piles could be employed.  The proposed 
foundation system will need to minimise the amount of differential settlement that could result between 
the existing and new structures.  The ground investigation is required to ascertain the following: 

 
• The form of construction, size and depth of the existing foundations to a number of concrete 

columns; 
• The form of construction of the perimeter retaining and underpinned walls; 
• The geotechnical properties of the sub-soils, suitable to enable the design of the new foundation 

system (including potential pile design) or to ascertain whether the existing bases could be used 
to support the increased loading; 

• Monitoring of ground water levels; 
• Whether contaminants exist within the subsoils; 

1.7 Please refer to the accompanying existing and proposed architectural floor plans along with some 
photos of the existing basement areas which indicate the constraints of the working area for the 
investigations. 
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2.0 Itemised Schedule 

2.1 Provisionally allow for a UXO engineer to oversee the intrusive works. 

2.2 Allow to carefully break out the existing slab (assume 300mm thick including screed) and to excavate 
6No. Trial Pits a minimum of 600 x 600mm wide, or as necessary to ascertain the depth and form of the 
adjacent foundations in the locations as annotated as TP01 – TP06 on the accompanying plan.  Please 
note that TP05 and TP06 are located against a presumed underpinned wall & an RC retaining wall 
respectively. 

2.3 Allow to record the form and depth of the foundations of the adjacent columns. 

2.4 Allow to carry out in situ and laboratory testing of samples taken from the base of the trial pits suitable 
to confirm the geotechnical properties of the soils at the base of the existing foundations. 

2.5 Allow to backfill the trial pits and for reinstating the finishes to match existing. 

2.6 Allow to drill 2 No. 20m deep boreholes using a cut down cable percussion rig in the locations indicated 
as BH01 & BH02 on the accompanying plan. 

2.7 Allow to carry out in situ and laboratory testing of the borehole samples to obtain soil parameters for the 
use in the design of the new foundations to the proposed infill structures including to allow for the design 
of piling.   

2.8 Allow for providing barriers local to each area of investigation and for leaving in a safe state when 
unattended. 

2.9 Allow for backfilling and full compaction of the trial pits and for reinstating the basement slab and finishes 
to match existing on completion of the works. 

2.10 Allow for removing any waste material from site and for leaving the area in a clean and tidy manner at 
the end of each working day and on completion of the works. 

2.11 Allow to carry out contamination testing sufficient to provide advice and guidance for the classification 
of contaminated materials for waste disposal and for providing associated risk assessments. 

2.12 Allow to provide a discussion and recommendations with respect to on-going or historical geo-
environmental issues particularly in relation to the risk of any contaminants to building materials, 
construction workers and the end users of the proposed development. 

2.13 Allow to prepare an interpretive report covering both the geotechnical and geoenvironmental aspects of 
the project and for providing recommendations for the form of foundations for the new structures. 

2.14  Allow to install a groundwater monitoring pipe in boreholes BH01 & BH02 and for recording the ground 
water levels. 

2.15 Provisionally allow to carry out 5 further visits to record the water levels at fortnightly periods over a 
three month period. 

2.16 Provide extra over itemised costs for the site based works if undertaken ‘out of hours’.  
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Appendix A – Presumed existing foundation layout (based on Archive information) 
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Appendix B - Site investigation location plan  
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Appendix C – Existing and proposed architectural layouts 
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Appendix D – Existing site photos at basement level 
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2.0 Site
2.11 Existing Building

Existing basment car park
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