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Executive Summary   Eight Associates has been appointed by Kyson to carry out a Tree Survey and 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment to the British Standard 5837:2012 ‘Trees in 
relation to design, demolition and construction’ at 24 Heath Drive, London NW3 7SB. 
 
A site visit was made on the 7th December 2015 to survey the trees, hedges and 
vegetation to the British Standard. The condition of all trees on site was 
assessed and a Category Rating was allocated; this information is located table 
form in Appendix 1. 
 
Tree positions and Root Protection Areas (RPA) have been outlined on the Tree 
Constraints Plan (TCP) using AutoCAD. It is recommended that both this report and the 
Tree Constraints Plan be used within the design process to help achieve a proposal 
with minimal impact on the trees. 
 
In general the trees on site are of good and fair health and vigour. There are a limited 
number of trees that are poor condition (T14 cherry, T17 oak and T25 oak), or dead (T11 
cherry) with some recommendations to fell or remove dead wood. See Appendix 3 
Tree Survey Results for more detailed information. 
 
An arboricultural Method Statement should be produced to ensure the protection of the 
trees on site through the construction phase. 
 
Summary of the trees on site with their category rating (explained on page: 
 

BS 5837 
Category Rating 

No. of 
Individual Trees 

No. of Groups Total 

A 3 0 3 
B 7 0 7 
C 12 2 14 
U 3 0 3 

Total 25 2 27 
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Introduction   Eight Associates Ltd has been instructed by Hannes Voss of Kyson to carry out a Tree 
Survey, included within a contextual report, on specified trees and vegetation in and 
adjacent to the site as identified at 24 Heath Drive, London NW3 7SB. 
 
The tree survey and following report are based on documents and information 
provided,  including a topographical survey (March 2015) and a proposed landscape 
drawing (No. PSBF 16/LAND/01, May 2016). 
 
The survey was undertaken on 7th October 2016 in partnership by Rosie Lodge from 
Eight Associates Ltd and Oliver Booth from Writtle Forest Consultancy Ltd. 
 
The Tree Survey included within this report categorises and evaluates trees to identify 
those suitable for retention. The Tree Survey list details species name, dimensions of 
the trees, observations of the structural and physiological condition of the trees and 
categorizes the trees as to their retention value. The survey is based on the Visual Tree 
Assessment (VTA) method developed by Mattheck and Breloer (1994); it is preliminary 
in nature and should not be interpreted as a detailed tree condition inspection. Works 
are recommended to those trees that present an immediate and serious hazard to life 
or property, or maybe affected by a pest or pathogen that may spread to other trees on 
the site.  
 
This report includes a Tree Constraints Plan (TCP), showing the position of the trees 
and the root protection area (RPA). Consideration of Modified RPA is made once 
knowledge of proposed development/ works are known unless otherwise specified. 
Considerations of light obstructions can be made if so requested. 
 
There are some aspects that are not dealt with within report (please also refer to 
Appendix 4). The Tree Survey does not include recommendations in regard to future 
management of the trees. Neither do the works recommended consider works that 
may be required prior to development works or to facilitate access to the site. This 
report does not include an Arboricultural Implication Assessment (AIA), an Arboricultural 
Method Statement (AMS), or Tree Protection Plan (TPP).  
 
The report and survey does not deal with issues relating to Subsidence or Heave either 
as a result of retention or removal of trees. Neither does the report or survey consider 
the water demands of the trees present to enable decisions as to foundation type and 
depth. This can be done if so required. 
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Identification and location of the trees  The relevant trees are located within or adjacent to the site at 24 Heath Drive, London 

NW3 7SB.  
 
The locations of the trees are illustrated on the attached Tree Constraints Plan. The 
locations of the trees are based on the topographical survey provided. Trees not 
included in the topographical survey have been plotted using a laser distometer 
measured off from fixed points; whilst this method is questionable to provide utmost 
accuracy, it is considered sufficient to allow the plotting and consideration of Root 
Protection Areas. A scale is used for the purpose of plotting the RPA; it is not 
recommended that this scale is used for any further measurements. Where deemed 
appropriate some trees are considered as a group. 
 

Trees included in the Survey  Trees included are those present at the time of the survey, with a stem diameter 
greater than 75mm at 1.5m from ground level.  
 
Also included are those trees on adjacent land which are within a distance equal to 12 
times their stem diameter from the boundary, where the tree is identified/ observed. 
Such trees will be surveyed only from within the confines of the boundary of the site 
considered unless prior consent is obtained to inspect these trees. 
 

Categorization and Data collection  Trees are categorized in accordance with the cascade chart given as Table 1 in 
B.S.5837, a copy of this chart is included within Appendix 2.  
 
Data collected within the survey is explained within Appendix 1. This data is collected 
considering the guidelines given within B.S.5837:2012. 
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The Aim of the Tree Constraints Plan 
(TCP)  
 

 The Tree Survey enables the development of a Tree Constraints Plan (TCP). The TCP 
shows the influence that the trees on and adjacent to the site will have on a site 
development layout/ proposed works and to inform areas that can be developed.  
 
Where a site development has already been outlined the trees are none-the-less 
evaluated independently of the proposed development.  
 

What is included in the TCP  The plan identifies the Root Protection Area (RPA). This is the minimum area (in square 
metres) which should be left undisturbed around each retained tree.  
 
The RPA whilst not affecting the total area can be modified. This is according to the 
morphology and disposition of roots, the soil type and structure, topography and 
drainage. This is considered (if relevant) within an Arboricultural Implication 
Assessment.  
 
The report does not consider in this instance a consideration of the growth potential of 
the trees or possible effects of obstruction of daylight to the building. 
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Further considerations  An Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA) will take into account issues relating to 

tree preservation orders, conservation area protection as well as the effect on the 
amenity value of the trees.  The assessment will further take into account issues 
relating to the TCP and deal with issues relating to the proposed design and layout of 
the site. This in turn will affect possible relevant tree work proposals and new tree 
planting.  
 
The Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) is a methodology for the implementation 
of any aspect of development that has the potential to result in loss of or damage to a 
tree. The AMS is generally drawn up along with a Tree Protection Plan (TPP) after the 
layout proposals have been finalized. The TPP outlines trees to be retained, removed, 
location of barriers and type of barrier to be installed.  
 
The AMS will take into consideration construction operations undertaken in the vicinity 
of the trees. It will deal with such issues as site access, intensity of construction 
activity, space needed for works, location of materials and location of service runs. 
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Limitations of the Tree Survey and Scope 
of the Report  
 

 Please also refer to the Introduction of the report.  The survey was based on unaided, 
visual observations made from ground level only.  
 
No climbing inspection or below ground inspections were carried out at the time of the 
survey. The survey preliminary in nature and should not be interpreted as a detailed tree 
condition inspection. Trees with ivy encroachment or twig proliferation significant that 
inspection of the tree stem is obscured or impeded are recorded in the tree schedule; 
the obscuring ivy or twigs should be removed and the tree re-inspected.  
 
All observations were made from within the boundaries of the property, or from public 
land unless otherwise stated. Trees within neighbouring property are inspected as 
closely as is reasonably possible from within the boundaries of the property or from 
public land.  
 
The report only details trees and vegetation as identified in the instructions and/or 
outlined within Composition of the tree constraints plan section of this report.  
 
This report does not consider the possible implications to any present or future built 
structures. This will be dealt with by further reports as deemed necessary/ as and when 
instructed by the client.  
 

Findings of the Survey and the Report  
 

 Validity, accuracy and findings of the report will directly relate to the accuracy of 
information provided at the time of the survey. No checking of independent data 
provided will be undertaken.  
 

Timing of the Survey and the Report  
 

 The considerations/ findings in this tree report and tree survey are only valid for one 
year. Such considerations/ findings will become invalid if any building works are 
undertaken, soil levels are altered or tree work undertaken.  
 
If there is any alterations to either the property or soil levels, or if tree works are carried 
out, it is recommended that a new tree survey/report is undertaken.  
 

Trees in relation to other Properties  
 

 This report/survey only considers the trees in relation to the site as identified. It does 
not comment on possible effects of trees on neighbouring properties, including in 
relation to subsidence or heave, or with regard to possible hazards presented by trees 
surveyed.  
 
Neighbouring owners of trees that are identified as posing a possible risk to the 
property/site in question should seek their own advice as to possible effects of the 
recommendations given within this report.  
 
Damage to, or possibility of damage to, any other structure that is not referred to within 
the report is not considered unless otherwise specified. This includes both 
neighbouring structures and any other structure on the property.  
built structures and surrounding vegetation.  
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Trees in Relation to Subsidence, Heave 
and Direct damage  
 

 This report does not deal with issues relating to subsidence or heave in relation to any 
built structures and surrounding vegetation. However, it may be prudent to consider the 
effects of heave on any property if trees are removed.  Similarly the issue of direct 
damage (when the roots of a tree have physical contact with a structure) is not 
considered within this report. 
 

Trees subject to statutory controls  
 

 It has not been established whether or not any of the trees mentioned within the report 
are covered by any statutory controls. This can be done if requested.  
 
If the trees are covered by a Tree Preservation Order or are located in a conservation 
area it will be necessary to consult the local authority before any pruning works, other 
than certain exemptions, can be carried out.  
 
The works specified above are necessary for reasonable management and should be 
acceptable to the local authority. However, tree owners should appreciate that the local 
authority may take an alternative point of view and have the option to refuse consent.  
 

Trees are subject to changes outside 
man’s control  
 

 Trees are living organisms subject to changes outside man’s control. Trees and 
environment alter with the seasons it is as well to inspect trees whilst in full leaf and 
when out of leaf.  
 
If there are any harsh or unexpected weather conditions, or heavy storms it is also 
prudent to inspect trees.  
 
Changes to ground water conditions will affect the root growth of a tree. Such changes 
are not always the result of man’s influence and others factors may be involved.  
 
The considerations/ findings in this tree report and tree survey are only valid for one 
year.  Such considerations/ findings will become invalid if any building works are 
undertaken, soil levels are altered or tree work undertaken 
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