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1. Introduction  

• 47 Mecklenburgh Square is a Grade II listed building. 
• The balcony is formed with stone slabs, supported on cast iron brackets, with a perimeter ornate 

cast iron handrail. The current surface of the balcony comprises mastic asphalt applied to the stone 
slabs. 

• The handrail is grouted into the stone slabs and into the brickwork, as this returns on the balcony. 
• The balcony is currently supported by temporary scaffolding and supports. 
• There is evidence of plant and vegetation growth, stone spalling and paint deterioration to the 

structure. 
• There is evidence of previous concrete repair to the surface of the stone slabs, particularly by the 

external vertical brickwork.   

2. Strategy for Works   

2.1 Strategy to be adopted for proposed remedial works to balcony 

• Site investigations have been carried out to review the existing balcony, its structural stability and 
proposals to remedy. 

• The information is contained in the following report and detail drawings which should be read in 
conjunction with this method statement. 

• 17023-CBP-XX-XX-RP-A-0001- 47 Mecklenburgh Square - Balcony Report 
• 17023-A-0001-Existing Overall Elevations  
• 17023-A-0002-Existing Balcony Details   
• 17023-A-0003-Site Location Plan – Existing Balcony  
• 17023-A-4001-Proposed Overall Elevations  
• 17023-A-4002-Proposed Sections  
• 17023-A-7001-Balcony Details – Findings and Proposals  

2.2 Cast Iron Bracket Stabilisation 

• The stone balcony is supported on six existing cast iron cantilever brackets built into the front wall. 
The brackets project approximately 780mm out from the wall and are built up to 50-60mm approx. 
back from the inner face of the brick wall. 

• A flat steel tie will also be integrated to the soffit of the stone, tied back to the existing stone and flat 
steel to the top of the stone slab. This support steelwork will be painted white to match the soffit 
colour, and also to match the application material to the surface of the stone.   

2.3 Proposed Remedial Works       

• Carefully remove by hand the mastic asphalt covering, to expose the stone slab/ concrete repairs. 
The mastic asphalt will be removed from under the metal bottom rail to allow water runoff. When 
carrying out localised on site research, the mastic asphalt came away from the stone/ concrete 
substrate without leaving marks/ surface damage. 

• At this remedial stage, it is proposed to leave the existing handrail in situ. The handrail is to be tested 
to ensure the loads encountered can be met for the balcony for the current Building Regulations, and 
the fixings/ bedding checked, once the existing mastic asphalt has been removed to expose the 
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fixings into the existing stone. It will be important to ensure water is shed away from the vertical rails 
and not allow water to rest, which would promote future corrosion. A small fillet may require to be 
installed to allow water to shed away from the bottom of the vertical rail fixings.  

• Carefully remove by hand all the vegetation from the stonework, and expose the existing substrate. 
• Carry out repairs to the damaged stone, integrate stainless steel Heli-Bar system of reinforcement 

across stone joints, and within the repaired areas to tie existing stone/slabs together. 
• Cracks adjacent to the window jambs should be remediated using a low viscosity or thixotropic epoxy 

resin injection grout (Fosroc Nitofil LV/HV), applied under pressure. 
• To infill the voids behind the brackets/ stone embeded within the brickwork, carefully drill small 

diameter holes into the stone/ brickwork, approximately 30mm from the face of the bracket and at 
75mm centres. These holes should extend to within 75mm of the inner face of the wall. They should 
then be filled with a low viscosity or thixotropic epoxy resin injection grout (Fosroc Nitofil LV/HV), 
applied under pressure to ensure any minor cracks and voids located within the wall depth are 
suitably filled and sealed ensure the rear of the void is shuttered and infill to the full thickness of the 
external wall.  

• Apply a mid-grey non-slip breathable Fosroc Brushbond FLXIII treatment to the surface of the 
balcony stone/ concrete repaired areas to allow water run off to the perimeter, to match the adjacent 
property, check for cross falls. 

• This method proposed minimal intervention: the alternative is to carefully dismantle the balcony and 
reinstate it ensuring it is structurally sound. However, this method would very likely result in the 
irretrievable loss and breakage of historic fabric. Therefore, it is deemed a proportionate intervention.  

2.4 Stonework Repairs  

• Stonework repairs will be limited only to work that is necessary to replace existing stonework that is 
sufficiently decayed to be no longer structurally sound (for example where more than 25-30% of the 
face has been lost/ or where existing concrete repairs exist and have failed). Damaged stonework 
will not be replaced for purely aesthetic reasons and there will be no restoration of lost features. The 
cleaning of stonework for aesthetic reasons will generally not be permitted. Cleaning should only be 
undertaken with an approved system (Doff or equal approved) to remove plant growth where this is 
causing damage to the balcony.  

2.5 Choice of Materials and Specification  

• Any necessary stonework repairs will use new stone of a suitable provenance that matches as 
closely as possible the original, in terms of colour and appearance as well as physical and chemical 
characteristics. Artificial reclaimed stone will not be used.  

• New stonework will be carefully matched and blended with the existing so as not to detract from the 
appearance of the building, but the repairs will be generally carried out without attempting to disguise 
or artificially age the new work. Consequently, replacement stone will not be distressed to match the 
finish of the existing.  

• Where it is deemed necessary to repair any functional and/or decorative stonework, the replacement 
stone will be moulded to match the original form.  

• Mortar (or ‘plastic’) repairs are usually not deemed acceptable for works to historic stone work. 
However, if this instance they are deemed appropriate. The existing asphalt was probably applied 
innocuously to even out spalled stonework. However, it is now potentially trapping moisture between 
it and the historic stonework. The asphalt will be carefully removed by hand and replaced with an 
epoxy breathable anti-slip surface, the product and specification to be agreed with the local planning 
authority.  
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2.6 Repointing Stonework and Brickwork  

• Repointing of stonework and brickwork will be limited only to work that is necessary to prevent damp 
and water ingress, usually where sacrificial mortar has been lost, or when inappropriate cement 
based mortar can be removed by hand, without damaging surrounding stonework and brickwork.  
 

2.7 Choice of Materials and Specification   

• Re-pointing of stonework and brickwork should be kept to the absolute minimum necessary and 
comprehensive re-pointing for cosmetic reasons is not acceptable. If inappropriate cement based 
mortar is identified, this should only be removed, by hand (i.e. no mechanical tools), if loose.  

• Joints should be carefully raked out by hand to a depth of at least two times their width or a maximum 
of 18-25mm. No mechanical tools should be used for raking out: this must be undertaken with hand 
tools only.  

• Joints should be flushed out and saturated with clean water, to limit suction.  
• Stonework or brickwork should be re-pointed or bedded in an appropriate mortar mix (that is weaker 

and more porous than the adjacent masonry and usually a lime based mortar).  
• Mortar mixes should be designed to suit each individual building, location and exposure. The 

material, texture and colour of the existing or original construction mortar should be determined and 
matched. 

• New mortar should be well pressed into joints, and struck to match existing.  
• Proprietary coloured mixes or colouring additives should not be used. Mortar for repointing should 

be coloured using an appropriate sand to match the original joints before weathering.  
• A sample of the proposed mortar mix should be approved by the local planning authority prior to the 

commencement of re-pointing works.  
• Joints should be finished to match any specific original feature (for example, lined out or tuck pointed 

mortar joints in brickwork).  
• The use of putty lime, rather than hydrated lime, is preferred, as is the preparation of coarse joints. 

Samples of mortar mixes, finishing and surface texture should be agreed on site before undertaking 
the work. Where large areas of repointing are proposed, the local planning authority may require a 
sample panel or panels be undertaken using the proposed mortar prior to repointing. The agreed 
sample should be kept on site for reference until the works are complete and approved.  

• The specification for repointing should take into consideration the time of year, provision of skilled 
crafts-persons, aftercare needed and be detailed enough on items such as placing, compaction and 
protection of mortars to ensure high quality work.  

• Where stone is being pointed, joints should be filled with new mortar as far back as possible and 
finished flush, then brushed back with a bristle brush to expose both the aggregate and the edges of 
adjacent stone, compacting the joint and promoting carbonation.  

• Joints should on no account be struck or finished proud of the masonry to form ‘strap’ or ‘ribbon’ 
pointing or feathered over the edge of eroded blocks. Care should be taken to finish the joints to 
match the surrounding work and the width of the original joints should not be increased.  

• Where existing masonry is generally eroded, the face of the mortar should be kept back to the point 
at which the joint remains the original width. Repointing should not increase the width of the original 
joints.  

2.8 Render Repairs 

• Re-rendering or render repairs should be carried out in a mix that matches the original/existing 
historical render or a mix approved by local planning authority. The material, texture and colour of 
the existing or original render should be determined and matched. 
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2.9 Choice of Materials and Specification  

• The mix should match the strength of the original/existing render and new render should be generally 
applied in three coats.  

• No metal beads or stops should be used externally: arises and angles should be formed in the 
traditional manner.  

• Cracks in existing render or areas of loose render should be cut back to sound surrounding render 
and the masonry face. The surrounding render should then be undercut to provide a key except to 
the bottom of the area, where the sound render should be cut square.  

• Sample panels of new render may be required for agreement by the local planning authority where 
extensive re-rendering is undertaken. The agreed sample should be kept on site for reference until 
the works are complete and approved.  

• Redecoration of rendered areas must be appropriate to the render used. Therefore, lime wash and/or 
silicate paints will normally be appropriate. Smooth, water based masonry paint systems may be an 
alternative.  

• Textured or impermeable spray coatings may not be acceptable.  
 

2.10 Paintwork 

• The careful specification of paint type and colour is essential to maintain the unity of the whole.  
  

2.11 Choice of Materials and Specification 

• Previously unpainted surfaces should not normally be painted over.  
• Painted stucco walls should be repainted every three to five years to preserve their appearance and 

to stop water from entering the fabric via paint flakes.  
• When repainting stucco, brilliant white should never be used as that is a twentieth century 

development.  
• All paint colours and specifications should be agreed by the local planning authority.  
• Advice should be sought from the paint manufacturer prior to commencement of work. 
• The removal of existing paint, by hand & Stonehealth Doff system, should ensure the cast iron/ 

stonework is not damaged.  
• A paint system for cast iron/ stonework must be compatible with the ironwork/ stone, and act as a 

protective barrier to the elements, including inhibiting corrosion. 
• In general, it is advisable to use an oil-based paint system on cast iron, both for new castings and 

on existing ironwork. As oil-based primers are slowing-drying, the corrosion inhibitors are better able 
to penetrate the small particles of rust or scale which will inevitably exist on the surface of historic 
ironwork. COSHH guidance sheets are to be reviewed. 

• Three coats for breathable mineral based Keim Soldalit paint system are required - primer, undercoat 
and finish coat. All three coatings must be mutually compatible.  

• The optimum technique for applying paint to ironwork in situ is using traditional bristle brushes. 
Narrow rollers may be suitable for long, flat sections, but other systems such as spray guns do not 
compare with the effectiveness of brush application on intricate decorative patterns.  

• Colour - the existing and adjoining cast iron is finished with black paint; therefore, this colour should 
be used.  
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2.12 Sample of Materials, Applications:  
Paint systems to: 

• Render 
• Cast iron brackets/ new steelwork/ existing handrails  
• Stonework 

 
Pointing to, including repairs: 

• Stonework 
• Brickwork 

 
Concrete repairs to: 

• Stonework 
• Render, bracket supports 

 
Reuse of existing Historic fabric/ materials: 

• Where possible, any existing historic fabric if/ when removed is to be re-used within the overall 
refurbishment strategy.  

 

Use of the balcony by public: Access to be fully restricted. 

The Client will restrict any access to the balcony by any persons, and monitor the use, nor used to store any 
type of materials, chairs, landscaping tubs, plant pots and the like. No access into/ out of the residence will 
be permitted via the balcony area for use as furniture removal/ placing, and the like that may impose any 
additional load on the existing structure in any way.  
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Appendix A 
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