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The Society examines all Planning Applications relating to Hampstead, and assesses them for their impact on conservation and on the local environment.

To London Borough of Camden, Development Control Team

Planning Ref:    2017/6074/P 

Address:           17 Oakhill Av   NW3   

Description:      Replacement conservatory

Case Officer:
 Oluwaseyi Enirayatan
                 Date:   13 December 2017

We have no comments on the principle of this conservatory replacement, but we object to the proposed replacement materials.

The house plainly dates from the late C19, and at first glance the existing conservatory glazing dates from the same period.  Closer inspection, and notes provided on its Planning history, show that the decorative  glazing was installed in 1988, following an Appeal decision.  It may not, therefore, be original, but it is nevertheless of some architectural quality and character.

We take the view that replacement must  be on as close to a “like for-like” basis as possible.  This means   timber construction, with members (glazing bars etc ) matching existing.  We appreciate that aluminium is likely to be cheaper, and thermal insulation easier, but the architectural character of this house must be retained.

The house is locally listed (that is, its contributes to Conservation Area character) , and it clearly forms part of the local Quennell  architectural tradition.  This must be preserved.  It is plain that the owners appreciate the design quality of their house;  the interior photos presented show its charm.  We believe that this must be fully preserved.

Unless revisions on these lines are made, we must call for refusal                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

