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1.0 Introduction

Purpose of this Document

This document is submitted to the London Borough of 
Camden as supporting information for the application 
for a new boundary wall along College Crescent in 
Hampstead NW6. The application is being made on 
behalf of the Girls Day School Trust (GDST), for the 
South Hampstead High School (SHHS). 

The Girls Day School Trust

The GDST is a registered charity and has the largest group 
of independent schools in the UK.  Its existing 26 schools 
are rooted in and responsive to the local communities they 
serve. They offer an ‘all-through’ educational approach, 
within distinct phases, for pupils from the age of three or 
four, up to age 18. 

South Hampstead High School

SHHS was established in 1876 by the GDST and moved 
to the present site at Maresfield Gardens in May 1882. 
The GDST is a charity, set up in 1872 to stand up for 
and provide education to young women and which has 
established 26 schools throughout the country dedicated 
to this goal.  

SHHS is ranked as the top academic School in Camden 
and is within the top ten leading academic schools 
nationally. It is, however, predominantly a local school with 
the majority of pupils coming from the local catchment 
area. As such, the School is a significant asset to the 
community. 

Introduction

This application is to seek consent for the construction of 
a new brick pier and painted metal railing wall along the 
southern boundary of the School, on College Crescent. 
The proposed design and materials will be in keeping 
with typical boundary treatment in the area, and to the 
existing boundary treatment to the north of the School 
along Maresfield Gardens.  

Pre-Application Meeting   

Pre-Application materials were submitted to Camden 
and a Pre-Application meeting held on 5 May 2016 at 
the School. The proposals were generally agreed to be 
appropriate. A copy of the letter received from Camden is 
included on the following page.

A further meeting was held at Camden’s offices on the 
22nd September 2017, to discuss concerns raised by the 
Transport Officer. Guidelines for the amended proposals 
were agreed to the satisfaction of all present.  

Supporting Information

This document should be read in conjunction with the 
corresponding application drawings. These are:

• 2001_Location Plan, 1:1250 at A3
• 2100_Existing and Proposed Plans, 1:100 at A0
• 2200_Existing and Proposed Elevations, 1:100 at A0
• 2300_Existing and Proposed Sections, 1:100 at A0

Existing Maresfield Gardens Elevation

Existing College Crescent Elevation
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The School underwent a partial redevelopment, 
completed in 2014, including a new entrance building, 
classrooms, art studios, and sports hall. New trees were 
planted along the southern boundary and a brick wall 
constructed to enclose the refuse and recycling area to 
the south-east. 

The main entrance to the School is to the north, along 
Maresfield Gardens. Pupil drop-off and pick-up take place 
at this main entrance. Deliveries and refuse collection 
take place to the south off College Crescent. 

The School adjoins the Holy Trinity Primary School to the 
west and the TA Centre to the east. 

Aerial photograph showing wider school site

Finchley Road

Fitzjohn’s Avenue

College Crescent

Trinity Walk School 
Premises

TA Centre

Holy Trinity 
Primary 
School

Maresfield Gardens

School ownership boundary

2.1 The Existing Site
 Location Plan
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2.2 The Existing Site
 Plan and Elevation

Existing Elevation

Existing Plan

No existing 
pavement 

connection to the 
north

Bin storePotential direct sight lines 
into gymnasium through 

south facing glazing

No existing pavement 
connection to the south

Pedestrian Access
Access to Bin Store
Vehicular Access

Location of unsightly 
temporary barrier

No direct 
pedestrian access 

out to road

Lack of secure 
boundary

College Crescent
Gate

Refuse and 
Recycling

N

The original planning proposal allowed for an open 
boundary at the rear of the School including a delivery 
bay. Since the original planning approval, the political 
climate has changed significantly both in terms of 
safeguarding and national security measures. As a 
School, SHHS has a duty of care to their students to 
ensure they are safe and secure. 

Since the building project was completed in November 
2014, the School has had to put up a temporary and 
unsightly barrier, to protect the building. Both SHHS and 
their neighbours are keen to see a more aesthetically 
pleasing barrier. The School has received constructive 
comments from neighbours to this end on a regular basis. 
SHHS wish for a barrier that meets their safeguarding 
needs, secures the site, and provides an attractive 
streetscape in line with the rest of the building, and the 
surrounding area. 

The School’s concerns are twofold:

• Without a barrier, external parties would be able to 
walk right up to the classroom windows, including the 
Sports Hall where girls could be seen in their gym 
attire. SHHS has a duty of care to provide a safe 
environment. Placing a boundary wall at the edge of 
the site will stop individuals from doing this. 

• Without a barrier, external parties would be able 
to access the area of the school where the most 
expensive departmental assets can be found, such 
as Design Technology, Science and Art. Without a 
physical barrier, the School would be at great risk of 
crime or substantive physical damage to the property 
from vehicles, and indeed of security during the day 
as they have no physical reception presence at the 
rear of the school.

With regards to the proposed layby, SHHS has no 
servicing needs at the rear of the school bar a twice 
weekly refuse collection, which is conducted from the 
top of the site beyond the original proposed boundary as 
refuse lorries load from the rear. They keep two vehicles 
at the rear of the school; one being a school van (used 
once per week), and another as a space for a staff 
vehicle (2 movements per day).

SHHS has an unusual site in the fact that they have 
roads to three of four sides of the building. The School 
hopes the council will look to support them in ensuring 
their students are safe, their building secure, and their 
neighbours are content.             

Temporary 
fence line

10m50
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2.3 The Existing Site 
       Temporary Barrier

Fence at corner of site

Panorama of existing street elevation

Temporary fence Vehicular access

There is currently a temporary wall and fence along 
the School’s boundary to College Crescent, which only 
provides one point of access into the School’s property. It 
is not in keeping with the design of the school or adjacent 
buildings and needs to be replaced with a permanent 
solution.
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2.4  Local Precedents

Maresfield Road houses Maresfield Road houses Maresfield Road houses

South Hampstead High School Maresfield Gardens wallSouth Hampstead High School Maresfield Gardens wall brick pier detail Wall on College Crescent 

The boundaries of local properties are characterised by 
low brick walls and piers, with iron railings and planting 
behind. This has been reflected in the new South 
Hampstead High School perimeter wall to Maresfield 
Gardens. We are proposing to use a similar language for 
the wall along College Crescent.
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Proposed ElevationYellow Rose example

3.1  Design Proposal
 Plan and Elevation

Proposed Plan

5 10m0

Gate Gate

College Crescent

MUGA

Art and DT 
Building Science 

Building

Refuse and 
recycling

Our design proposal looks to create an elegant brick 
and metal railing wall along the full length of the school’s 
southern boundary, to clearly define the school’s property 
and reconnect it to the street.

The wall will be constructed from the same red brick 
as used in the 2014 redevelopment, with painted metal 
railings and gates, in between brick piers. Planting behind 
the railings will be used to soften the boundary edge, as 
well as providing more privacy to the gymnasium beyond. 
This new planting will be a flowering shrub, such as a 
yellow rose as shown below. Three new trees will be 
added to complete the row of trees along the gymnasium 
elevation. 

The existing solid brick wall that encloses the refuse and 
recycling area is proposed to be extended, so that it also 
encloses the compound where the school park their mini-
bus, etc. 

The height of the wall reflects the scale of the adjacent 
property’s boundary wall, and steps down the slope of the 
site to maintain its scale relative to the street.

Planting in between 
existing trees in front of 

sports hall

Three new trees to be planted 
to complete the row of trees 

along the gymnasium

Solid brick wall Bin store reconfigured to 
create direct access from 

the street

Application site boundary

N
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The proposal looks to rationalise access into the site from 
College Crescent. The key features are as follows:

• Pedestrian gates have been incorporated into the 
wall to align with the two existing pedestrian routes, 
providing clear access out of the school’s property.

• A new sliding/ pivoting gate has been provided to the 
compound, with intercom access to ensure the yard 
is secure. 

• The existing refuse and recycling store has been 
reconfigured to better align with the existing building, 
and new painted metal gates have been designed to 
allow for direct access into the store from the street.

3.2  Design Proposal
 Access

Pedestrian Access

Pedestrian Access

Access to Refuse and Recycling Store

Vehicular Access

Intercom Access

Gate Gate
College Crescent

N

MUGA

Art and DT 
Building Science 

Building

Refuse and 
recycling

10m50


