




JAMES SINCLAIR JOHNSTON BSc CEng FICE FIStructE FCONSE

Position Director

Qualifications 

1970  BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering, Queens University, Belfast 

1983  Fellow   - Institution of Structural Engineers 

1999  Fellow   - Association of Consulting Engineers 

1992  Fellow   - Institution of Civil Engineers 

1996  Member   - Pyramus & Thisbe Club for Party Wall Surveyors 

2004  Engineer   - Accredited in Conservation (ICE/IStructE/CARE) Renewed to 2020 

2008  Associate Member - Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association 

Experience 

1983-present Founding Partner/Director of Sinclair Johnston & Partners Consulting Engineers. 

44 years’ experience of Structural design new and existing buildings including historic buildings and 
ancient monuments and conservation work.  Preparation of expert evidence for litigation. Assessment of 
listed buildings for planning departments. 

Clients have included, City of Westminster, Bedford Estates, Diocese of London, Lord Chancellor’s 
Department, Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea, Barts & London NHS Trust, The Crown Estates, 
The Portman Estates, The Church Commissioners and numerous public and commercial organisations and 
private owners. 

2005  Appointed Engineer, Cathedral Church of St. Nicholas, Newcastle Upon Tyne 

2007  Appointed Specialist Consultant, Structures, London Diocesan Advisory Committee 

2009  Appointed Specialist Consultant, Structures, Gloucestershire Diocesan Advisory Committee 

Professional 

1983  Lecture Use of Cast Iron in Building to Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust. 

1983-84  Structural Advisor to Care of Buildings Exhibition at Hampton Court Palace. 

1982-86  Initiate the CIRA Project Structural Renovation of Traditional Buildings. 

1987-89  Seminars Latent Defects on the assessment of structural defects. 

1987-97  Convenor, Clapham Society Planning Committee.  

1991  The London Programme Thames Television.  Subsidence problems.   

1992  Bonding Timbers in Old Brickwork - Structural Survey Magazine. 

1994  26 & 27 Bedford Square Construction Repair Magazine, July/August. 

1994  Autumn Lecture - Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 

1998  Structural Repair Course; Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 

2001-10  Committee Member, Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 

2002  Lecture “Conservation and the Structural Engineer” to Gloucestershire DAC.

2003  Lecture “James Gibbs and the Eighteenth Century Hospital”.

2005-16 RICS/SPAB – Training Seminars for student surveyors. 

2008 Lecture “Structural Assessment of Historic Churches” - Chichester DAC. 

2011-16 Member – Georgian Group Design Review Panel 

2013 RICS “Building Defects” CPD seminars

2013 Sky News – Opinion on collapse of plaster ceiling, Apollo Theatre. 

2010-15 Lectures to Conservation course, Oxford Brookes University. 

2010-16 Lectures to Conservation course, RSUA. 

2016 Oxford University – Lecture on ‘Condition Surveys of Historic Buildings’. 

TIZIANA MECIANI MEng CEng PhD MICE 

Position  Associate Director - Conservation

Qualifications 

2001                     Masters Degree Civil Engineering, Universita’ degli Studi di Pisa, Italy

2008                     Member, Institution of Civil Engineers

2009                     PhD Conservation of Historic Buildings, Universita’ degli Studi di Pisa, Italy

Experience

Tiziana has in excess of 15 years’ experience in conservation engineering, gained both in Italy and the UK. She 
has worked with Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments and within UNESCO heritage sites, with a focus on 
the assessment, conservation, retrofit and alterations to historic structures. Her background in seismic 
engineering has enabled her to work in the retrofitting of many existing structures in seismic areas and proved
valuable while dealing with underground train induced vibration in Kings Cross.

Principal Projects 

Clandon Park, Surrey
Specification and interpretation of drone laser scanning of the surviving fabric of the Grade I listed 
House post fire
Use of HBIM to build a virtual reality environment of the lost fabric

Lighthouse Building, Kings Cross London
Façade retention of Grade II Listed structure built over live cut and cover tunnels
Complex engineering involving design of anti-vibration design and careful movement and loading 
control to protect railway tunnels underneath.
Complex interface with two underground authorities for infrastructure protection.
IStructE award commendation 2016
Project values of £11m 

Hastings Pier
Structural assessment of the Grade II Listed pier both pre and post fire
Design of strengthening and repairs to below deck structures and load appraisal for proposed new 
above deck structures
Project value £14m 

Fort Nelson, Hampshire
Design of new visitors’ centre, a concrete domed structure with green roof
Design of new artillery gallery set within the defensive walls of the Grade I Listed fort and Scheduled 
Monument
Project value £6m 

Wells Cathedral
Design of new visitors’ centre and entrance cloister to the Grade I Listed cathedral
Alterations to the transept wall to provide new access to the adjacent Chapter House
Project value £7m 

Peninsula Tower, Knightsbridge 
Assessment of façade condition and design of repairs to the exposed concrete of the 37 storey tower
Project value of £1m 

Christ Church Library, Oxford
Design of a new roof hanging system to offset movement in the plastered bulkhead of the grand 
reading room, following assessment of cracking
Total project value £10m approximately

Basing House and Grange Farm, Hampshire
Design of repairs to the Grade I Listed barn complex, including timber repairs to the Great Barn
Masonry repairs to various agricultural buildings following condition assessments
Project value circa £4m.
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Refer to appended drawings for indicative locations of investigations. 
 

 

Intrusive Structural Investigations 
 

1. Trial pit 

Excavate slab in area indicated. Allow 1m x 1m on plan. 

Expose the existing footing for its full depth. Allow for suitable shoring to the surrounding soil. Do not 

undermine the footing. 

HTS to inspect. 

 

2. Remove finishes and confirm construction 

Remove finishes to slab/soffit/wall as indicated. Allow for 400mm x 400mm on plan/elevation. 

HTS to inspect. 

Allow for localised removal of concrete encasement to expose reinforcement or steel filler joists as 

instructed by HTS. 

Allow for reinstatement of finishes within KOKO only (TBC on site). 

 

3. Pavement lights 

Provide access tower to review soffit of Crowndale Road pavement lights at high level sub-

basement/basement. 

Allow for localised removal of any finishes and/or concrete encasement from existing structural 

support (as required by HTS) to enable confirmation of construction and condition. Allow for 2no. 

300mm lengths. 

HTS to inspect. 

 

 

Notes 
The contractor/specialist is to programme an initial site meeting with HTS to discuss the existing 

structure and confirm the scope of works. 

Allow for further investigations which may become apparent during the scheduled investigations and 

design development. 

No structural or load bearing elements are to be removed as part of these works. If the contractor is in 

doubt over what constitutes a load bearing element, contact HTS for clarification. 

HTS require a minimum of two working days’ notice prior to inspection of structural investigations. 

Reinstatement of all finishes to be confirmed with the client and design team. 
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