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Appearance
Materiality

Turned brick & window cuff detailingBrick facade with perforated pattern Natural slate Rear garden landscaping
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General Precedents
Brick Colour & Texture
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alma-nac
Profile

Alma-nac is a London-based studio that emerged in 2010 out of 
a desire to focus on construction rather than paper architecture.  
There was a yearning to ask open questions and to go back to 
first principles.  The founding partners – Chris Bryant, Caspar 
Rodgers and Tristan Wigfall – are also keen on design as having a 
role in making something worthwhile out of perhaps an unlikely 
starting point like a difficult site or unusually small space. 

This investigative attitude goes hand in hand with Alma-nac’s 
interest in research-based architecture and in using temporary 
structures and installations as way to explore our environment. 
Arup invited Alma-nac to do just this as part of the BEL 
Installation for their headquarters in London. The result was a 
fresh look at this major engineering firm’s own office both from a 
social as well as an environmental perspective.

Alma-nac‘s built work includes commissions for creative and 
forward-thinking individuals from the music industry, publishing 
and politics.  On each project, the architects touch on themes 
that have a real resonance in the profession and our experience of 

places. Slim House in Clapham, London is an example of this type 
of innovative use of a pocket-of-space that only became valuable 
through insightful design. The project led onto fresh thinking 
about micro-living and the practice is currently working on two 
multi-unit housing projects that further explore the notion of 
compact homes.

A distinctive aspect of the working methods at Alma-nac is the 
use of wit together with direct engagement with the public and 
the design community as a sounding board for their work.  To 
this end, the studio has been actively involved in setting up 
groups and events such as BOW DIY , Free Architecture and 
Guerilla Tactics.  

In July 2015 Alma-nac was named as one of the ‘emerging 
architectural talents’ of the world by Wallpaper magazine as 
part of their Architects Directory.  More recently Alma-nac 
won named as a finalist in the Royal Accademy’s ‘Urban Jigsaw’ 
ideas competition looking at new and innovative ideas of how to 
address brownfield sites in the capital.
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alma-nac
Hereford Square

Renovation and reconfiguration of a five 
storey, grade II listed townhouse in the 
borough of Kinsington and Chelsea
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alma-nac
Cornwall Mews, Kensington

Light weight interventions and structural glass 
floors ensure the two windowless floors to be 
entirely naturally lit.
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alma-nac
Bell House, Hampstead

An open, spacious dwelling arranged to shield 
itself from the busy city surround

Pilgrim’s Lane - Design & Access Statement


