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Access Statement Section 
 
Project: Provision of a STEM classroom at Argyle Primary School 
 
Development 
 
The existing two-storey annexe building situated on the school grounds, but not connected to 
the school building, will be refurbished and remodelled.  The ground floor is currently used by 
the school as a family learning centre.  The first floor was previously used as a caretaker’s 
dwelling, but has been unused for some time. 
  
The project will provide a STEM classroom on the first floor and the reception office function on 
the ground floor.   
 
The ground floor reception office will have level access from the street.  All visitors to the school 
will use this entrance and, therefore, will not be able to access the school building until they 
have been granted access by reception staff.  This will improve the current position which allows 
visitors to access the school grounds once they have been granted access through the main 
gate. 
 
Access to the STEM class 
 
Access to the STEM classroom will be via the existing external stairs.  Consideration has been 
given to the provision of a lift.  However, following consultation with a Senior SEND Advisor, 
who works closely with the school, a lift will not be included in the development.  The reasons 
for this decision are as follows: 
 

 The school does not have a lift in the main three-storey building and so providing a lift 
to a single classroom would be extremely disproportionate; 

 The school does not have any pupils who are unable to use stairs; 
 Should pupils who are unable to use stairs join the school, they will be able to access 

similar facilities at a nearby primary school.  Netley Primary school is 1.2m miles from 
Argyle Primary school and has an accessible STEM classroom that provides food 
technology facilities; 

 The existing external stairs will be modified to even out the risings and goings, and 
nosings or paint of an easily distinguishable colour applied; 

 The project budget is limited and the inclusion of a lift would preclude the delivery of key 
teaching and safeguarding elements. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


