General code of practice for
controlling rats and mice

I nspection

Equipment requirements:

A conventiond torch with good batteries and a spare bulb, a
pocket notebook or a

clipboard, PPE including overadls, adust mask, safety shoes
and gloves as appropriate need

to beworn.

The5 principles of rat and mouse control
- Stopthem comingin.

- Stop them moving around

- Deny them shelter and harbourage

- Deny them food

- Prevent them from breeding

During aservicevist for rats and mice the most important
agpect isingpection, this must be methodical. Equal attention
isgiven to: upper areas, such as ceilings voids, dead spaces,
wall cavities, service ducts, riser cupboards, lift shafts and
cdlars. Equaly spend time noting the adjacent and externa
surroundingsto gain even more vauable informeation. Rets
and mice can be found in many circumstances so dways
have an open mind regarding the seet or point of infestation.

1 Thefirst step isto carry out the survey
What isthe speciesinfesting the premises?

How wide isthe distribution?
How largeistheinfestation®?

What isthe site history, are there supporting records of
treatment, what recommendations have been made and what
previous action has been taken?

What work has been carried out on the premises to proof
againg rodentsin the past?

Where are the most obvious harbourages?

How rdiable and what sightings have been logged by ste
qaff?

Arethere any known water sourcesif thereisarat
infestation?

What are the food sources; can this source be eliminated or

controlled?
Isthere an issue regarding waste management?

Whereistheinfestation coming from?
A) Isitin suppliers goods?
B) Isitviathe fabric and services?
C) Isitendemic?
D) How can re-infestation be controlled
E) Isthere any threst posed to non-target species?

A) Neighbours

On every steingpect prior the areaprior to applying
rodenticides and the carrying out theinitia trestment:
Establish who are the next-door nelghbours on both sides
and where appropriate who is above, below and behind.
Carry out arisk assessment to ascertain any probable
infestation. Are there any domestic premises adjoining where
rodents could be feeding, you might have difficulty getting
access to these. Which adjoining premises could be involved
in catering or have foodstuffs stored that could support
rodents? Which premises are suitable for rodents breeding,
they could be living and breeding in one premises and
feeding next door. Build up a scenario of theimmediate area
and if necessary draw asimple sketch.

Are neighbours placing refuse on the pavementsor inayard
that could attract rodents? Are neighbouring empty
properties supporting infestation? Are there local reports or
do you have knowledge of others nearby with problems that
will help build up apicture?

B) EXTERNAL SERVICES AND SURROUNDINGS
Assess the premises being covered from the outside prior to
interna ingpection. Ensure that

you are familiar with its extent. Etablish if there are any of
thefallowing: -

Communal refuse storage area - Waste compactors and
skips - Dustbin areas or rooms

Service cupboards or plant - boiler - plenum rooms
Disused or derdlict property adjacent or nearby - Waste
land or overgrown areas

Arethere any low growing shrubs planted which could be
providing cover?

Railway and other embankments

Isthere loose rubble about, are there stonewalls?

Isthe ground soft or ahard gpron around buildings?
Streams, brooks, rivers, cands, ponds, lakes and
watercourses

Isthere arefusetip or landfill Site nearby?

Isthere a sawerage treatment plant nearby?



Arethere any mine workings, tunnels, caves or underground
passagesin the vicinity?

Are peoplefly tipping?

Isthere any old machinery, equipment or lumber stored
which will afford harbourage?

Is demolition work being carried out nearby?

Are buildings being refurbished or constructed nearby?
Isthere work being carried out on services such as gas,
electricity, water or sawers?

C) External fabric

What isthe generd condition of the fabric of the building?
Wheat defects are there: -

Holes, missing bricks, masonry, Missing drain covers and
services covers?

Are airbricks defective?

Isthere any evidence of building shrinkage (interna or
externd)?

Are any holes evident around pipes and services entering the
building?

Arethere any uncovered ducts?

Arethere any overhead pipes or services connecting
buildings?

Aredrain down pipes defective alowing access up into
guttering and eaves?

Arethere any gaps evident under doors and between doors?

D) Internal defectsand conditions

Arethere: -

Disused lift shafts or adumb-waiter shaft in the building?
Riser cupboards going through the building?

What isthe generd condition of theinternd fabric of the
building?

Generd holesand cracks and crevices?

Arethere any missing bricks and defective bricks?
Masonry defects?

Poor coving and gaps beneath tiles?

Missing drain covers?

Isthere any evidence of building shrinkage?

Holes around pipes and services entering the building?
Arethere any gaps evident under doors and between doors?
Istherestud walling

Voids and dead spaces caused by shop fitting /refurbishment
and refits

Isthere a suspended ceiling?

Do the celling tiles push out for accessinto thisvoid

What services pass through walls from neighbouring

buildings?

2) Signs of infestation

Sghtings

Have there been any sightings, which could positively
identify a species on the premises. Recent dead bodies will
give areasonableindication that infestation is il active.
Sghtingsin the daytime may indicate that alarge population
may exist or that harbourages have been disturbed. Sightings
aonewill not give an accurate level of infestation present.

Droppings

The size and shape of droppingswill indicate the species
present and to some extent the age range of the population
whether they arejuveniles or adult. Bear in mind that brown
rats may deposit up to 40 spindle shaped droppings daily
and house mice approximately 50- 80 droppings. If these
droppings are glistening and shining this could indicate an
active infetation. In dryer warm environments they become
dull or matt after afew hours.

Gnawed materids

Rats produce a distinct serrated edge whilst a smoother
edgeis produced when mice gnaw on products. Damaged
grain can eadly beidentified, because rats tend to leave cut
or haf grainswhilst mice nibbledl around the grain leaving
the core and grain husks. Thisis sometimes known as
kibbling. The presence of droppings doneisnot agood
indication of current activity because these may be old and
not been cleaned away. Observe for other signssuch as
footprintsin dust, gnawing, nest materiasetc. If therearea
large quantify dwaysingst that old droppings are removed.
Smaller number these should be removed at the time of the
survey and trestment. Look for chewed paper, cardboard
and plastic aso. Electrica wiring /darm wiring, water and
gas pipes are vulnerable to attack.

Smdl.

Rats and mice do have adigtinctive smell which some
describe asa“stale€”’ odour while others describeit as
reminiscent to biscuits’. The odour remains sometimes long
after rodents have been brought under control.

UrineRillars.

These are formed from the sediment contained in urine being
deposited and often cons s of grease from the animals
coats, dirt and debris. These pillars are often an indication of
large long established colonies.

Smears



Rodents use habitua routes or runs and adark coloured
smear or deposit left by grease from Thelr fur will eventudly
build up asthey brush againgt surfaces. These are normaly
found around holes or along pipes, up walls, dong beams
and girders and even on bait monitors. Smearsin the form of
loops benesth exposed celling rafters or joistswill indicate
rat activity, acontinua pattern indicates brown ratsand a
broken pattern suggests black rats.

Hairs
These are sometimes found stuck around the entranceto
holes and burrows, evidence of athriving colony.

Nesting materid

Thisis often composed of paper, cardboard, cellophane,
plastic, wool, feathers and fur and can be in a dead space,
under fixtures and fittings, deep insde stock or between
bags or boxes stacked on a pallet.

Rat runs and burrows.

Brown rat burrows are easy to see and are usualy found on
embankments, doping banks, in ditchesand are usudly
partialy disguised by nearby logs, stones and vegetation.
Earthworks excavated from the Ste will indicate asystemin
general use. Conversaly cobwebs over the entranceto a
burrow or hole, grass or weeds growing over ahole or
covering arun will denotethat it isnot in use. All rat burrow
systems need to befilled in after treatment to seeif
re-infestation or occupancy takes place.

Domedtic pet excitement.

This might denote residence of arat or mousein apremises
and their attention to acertain areamight give an early
warning of activity.

Rodent control and eradication service procedures

1) Rats External steboundary and building
perimeter treatment.

A) Gassing burrowsand fumigation

When it comesto fumigation there are four distinctive
methodsin usetoday. It can be avery effective but
potentialy hazardous method for the operative. It isdways
the most effective method when employed.

|. Useof afumigant in outdoor burrows

li. Thefumigation of stacks and commoditiesunder
gas proof sheetsor in containers

lii. Thefumigation of buildingsand silos

Iv. Thefumigation of aircraft, bargesand shipsholds

I. Theuse of afumigant in outdoor burrows

The most common method isto use the tableted duminium
phosphide preparation, which isformulated in 3gm tablets.
Thismaterid isvery toxic and liberates atoxic and
flammable gas when exposed to water. Each flask contains
30 tablets.

Equipment requirements. Overdls, gloves, safety shoes,
pade or shovel

Material requirements. Detia gasflask. (Aluminium
Phosphide (57.0% wiw)

Method statement.

Identify the extent of the burrow system in an embankment
or planted bed. Ensure that you work more than 10 metres
away from abuilding, it isnot safe to work closer than this
to buildingsin case of drainage channels, windows, doors or
building fabric defects because the gas could find away into
other properties. Fill indl holesexcept for twointhe
system by placing smdll inverted turfsin holes and pack
down earth. Place two or three tablets into the holes left
open and sedl these with turfs and earth as described above.
Do not in any circumstances work with these gastabletsin
wet wegather. In norma circumstancesthegasis

produced in 40 minutes to an hour after placing theminthe
holes, thisis dueto the action of moisture contained in the
s0il. Use dl thetabletsin the flask; do not try to resedl the
flask. Any burrows are re-opened by rats after 48 hoursthe
treatment needs to be repesated.

B) Control of ratsaround the perimeter of Sites

All rat infestation found insde buildingsis bound to have
originated outsde at sometime and their access has been
either viaopen doors, building defects or viaservices. To
prevent this Stuation arisgng it isimperative to control rats
outside long before they decide to Start to enter properties.
There are two fundamental methods: -

Site boundary baiting / monitoring.
i) As pure monitorsto detect infestation
i) Pulse baiting for asignificant infestation

Building perimeter baiting / monitoring.
i ) As pure monitorsto detect infestation
i) Pulse baiting for asignificant infestation



Method statement

Siteboundary baiting/ monitoring

| ) As pure monitors to detect infestation Site boundary
baiting refersto placing bait/monitorsal around the
perimeter fence, walls, hedgerows or an embankment that
marks the boundary of that property. The bait stations
should be sited between 15 and 30 metres gpart. The site
boundary bait / monitorswill give an early indication of rat
activity and could well help control migrating individuals
entering apremises. Thetheory isthat ratswill feed from
these bait stations and be despatched before they can make
incursonsinto buildings.

In redlity the bait takes are often the result of voles, field
mouse, dugs and even bird activity if not protected

correctly. Site boundary batswill certainly give early sgns
of infestation but often afull system necessary to protect a
large property can be expensveto ingal and time
consuming to maintain. Mot site boundary systemsfollow
the fences and should dways be placed in purpose-made
containers, which are tamper proof and substantia in
congtruction. Place abait point near avisible run, nesting or
feeding Ste at entrances to burrow systems. Once Sited
mark on abait plan and number the bait sation with a
reference number or letter so that it can be found again by
others. Stake it into the ground if on soft earth or another
medium and fix to afence or wall if practica. If under shrubs
and bushestry to identify exactly where the location ison the
plan. If you are using the metal hopper feed bait box use
only abait containing an anti mould inhibitor.

Once sited check after three daysto seeif there are takes
and follow up every 3to 5 daysif there has been atakein
the first two weeks replacing bait. If it has all been taken
increase the quantity in the container. Do not stop baiting
until the feeding has stopped. After dl takes have stopped
check the baitsin another two weeks to confirm clearance.
(The exception iswhere the client specification asksfor
more regular attention e.g. every other day for three clear
vigts).

Site boundary baiting / monitoring

i) Pulse baiting for asgnificant infestation

“Pulse baiting” isamethod where chronic poisonis
normaly laidinlarge quantities

(200-400gm) gtations. The stations need to be 10 metres
apart.

Dominant (apha) ratsfeed first. This meansthey feed over

severd daystaking morethan is needed to kill them. Use

2nd generation poisons, - Bromadiadone/ Difenacoum.

New bait isthen laid after 10 days which meansthe new
(apha) dominant rats start to feed, these were the less
dominant rets previoudy (usudly juveniles). Pulssbaiting
savestime and bait on astethat isinfested. Y ou can place
block bait directly down holes aslong asthe holeisthen
covered to prevent non-target species feeding.

Method statement

Building perimeter baiting/ monitoring.

I ) As pure monitorsto detect infestation.

Building perimeter baiting refersto placing bait /monitorsall
around the perimeter of buildings, they may be near boiler
houses, plant rooms, refuse areas, good inwards, reception
areas, warehousing or canteens. They may be sited near
accessroutes into abuilding or in areaswherethereisa
defect in the building fabric such asahole. The building
perimeter bait / monitorswill give an early indication of rat
activity and could well help control migrating individuals
living around a premises. They could be feeding from refuse
waste aress, effluent treatment or from spillage from goods
reception areas. There may well be aproblem in sewersor
the drainage system. Thetheory isthat ratswill feed from
these bait stations and be despatched before they can make
incursgonsinto buildings. In redlity the bait - takes result from
dugs and even bird activity if not protected correctly.

Perimeter baitswill certainly give early signsof infestation
but often afull system necessary to protect alarge property
can be expensveto ingal and time consuming to maintain.
Most building perimeter systemsfollow the site plans often
available from engineers and baits should dways be placed
in purpose made containers, which are tamper proof and
subgtantia in construction. Place abait point near to known
or sugpected run or feeding Site at entrancesto buildings.
Once sited mark on abait plan and number the bait ation
with areference number or letter so that others can find it
agan. Fix toawall or concrete gpron or Smilar if practical.
If you are using the metal hopper feed bait box useonly a
rodenticide containing an anti mould inhibitor. It ispreferable
to useloose grain in these containersif possible asthe bait is
much more paatable. Plastic bags used for grain baitsare
often dragged out of the container unless secured. Idedly the
quantity per bait station should be 200 gm. If the monitors
are purdly to ascertain infestation and not for control Site
monitor points use three to five blocks per bait sation



between 15 and 30 metres apart.

Once sited check after three daysto seeif there are takes
and follow up if there has been atake in the first two weeks
replacing bait. If it hasal been taken increase the quantity in
the container. Do not stop baiting until the feeding has
stopped. After al takes have stopped check the baitsin
another two weeksto confirm clearance. (The exceptionis
where the client specification asks for more regular atention
e.g. every other day for three clear visits).

Cage traps can be used; these are best baited with tinned
cat or dog food. Although very labour intensive the catch
numbers can be sometimes surprisngly high.

Building perimeter baiting/ monitoring.

i) Pulse baiting for asgnificant infestation

“Pulse baiting” isamethod where chronic poisonis
normaly laidinlarge quantities

(200-400gm) stations. The stations need to be about 10
metres gpart.

dominant (alpha) Ratsfeed first. Thismeansthey feed over
sved

days taking more than is needed to kill them. Use 2nd
generation poisons, - Bromadiaone/

Difenacoum. New bait isthen laid after 10 dayswhich
means the new (alpha) dominant

rats start to feed, these were the less dominant rats
previoudy (usudly juveniles). Pulse

baiting savestime and bait on astethat isinfested.

C) Controal of ratsinsde buildings
Using: - UV dust for monitoring activity, liquid baits, traps,
dust, gd, sticky boards, cage traps.

Methods

Liquid baits

In some circumstances it may be possible to establish liquid
baitsin buildings where thereis no dternative water or liquid
source but alot of foodstuffs available (stored or spilled)
and you cannot get rats to feed on conventional baits. The
ided usefor thismethod isin aflourmill, seed sore or dry
commodity producers premises especidly during the
summer months or when there arelong spdlls of dry
wesgther. Assuming there are no externd sources readily
avallable doseto buildings. Rats need to drink small
amounts throughout the day. Use Difenacoum liquid
concentrate 0.25%, mixed with water, see [abd for full
indructions.

A chick-drinking font containing the liquid bait should be
placed in the same way as you would an internd rat bait
point. These will need topping up every few days, asthe
liquid will eveporate. The liquid rodenticideisusualy of a
higher concentration and one concern isthat non target
species could be attracted to drink unless excluded, e.g.
farm animas and dogs. The poison has asoluble coloured

dyefor recognition.

Traps

Only stetrapsin circumstances where aclient wantsto see
that we have eradicated the rodent or where thereisan
embargo on using rodenticide formulations (some US
parented companies have these restrictionsin force.) Traps
are usualy made of metal but some people prefer wooden
ones (little nipper), Stetwo or three days before attempting
to bait or to arm the trigger device asrats exhibit new object

shyness.

Cagetraps

Cage traps can be used indoors such asin alarge
warehouse or storage arealif you need to ascertain capture,
these are best baited with tinned cat or dog food. Although
very labour intensive the catch numbers can be sometimes
surprisingly high. Sitetwo or three days before attempting to
bait or to arm the trigger device, asrats exhibit new object

shyness

Contact Dust,

Thismust only be used where arat has gained entry ina
void, cavity wall or ducting which isenclosed and where the
dust cannot get into air conditioning or be blown into other
areas or come into contact with food surfaces. Apply alight
sprinkling of dust 1cm thick in these runs or harbourages.
Do not use dust in acalling void where maintenance staff
might need access. Rats spend 20% of their time (4to 6
hours aday) grooming so the dust iseesly ingested. Dust
should be applied with either ablower, or gun or by spoon.

Sticky boards,

It isnot normdly the best method of capturing rats but
sometimes when arat has avoided capture and has not
taken baitsthisis the only method available. The boards
should be substantia at asize of 40 x 20 cm, use plywood
rather than cardboard otherwise ratswill drag them around
of they are caught by only one or two limbs. These boards
must checked ever hour if Sited and any captures



despatched. Site near known harbourages and where runs
have been established. Always ensurethe glueis applied
right to the edges when used for rats.

Chronic rodenticides

Pulse baiting methods described above are not normaly
necessary indoors unlessthereisalarge colony of rats that
have taken up residence in properties. Thefirst actionisto
establishif they are living in sewers under or adjacent to the
property, if so effect sewer baiting work procedures. If there
isalarge colony denoted by sightings, Sgnsetc. Use pulse
baiting techniques asfollows: -

“Pulse baiting” isamethod where chronic poison isnormaly
lad in large quantities (200-400gm) stations. Dominant
(apha) Ratsfeed first. Thismeansthey feed over severa
days taking more than is needed to kill them. Use 2nd
generation poisons, - Bromadiaone/ Difenacoum. New
bait isthen laid after 10 days which meansthe new (apha)
dominant rats start to feed, these were the less dominant rats
previoudy (usudly juveniles). Pulse bating savestime and
bait on astethat isinfested.

If theinfestation isasingle sghting or has atransient nature
and it isinsgde afood premises use the current company bait
formulation in asuitable enclosed bait monitor or if ina
non-food stuation where thereisno risk of spillage or
contamination use one of the following loose baits depending
on local feeding preferences: - Use the current company bait
formulation. Once Sited check after three daysto seeif there
aretakesand follow up if there has been atakein the first
two weeks replacing bait asrequired. If it hasdl been taken
increase the quantity in the container. Do not stop baiting
until the feeding has stopped. After dl takes have stopped
check the baitsin another two weeks to confirm clearance.
(The exception iswhere the clients specification asksfor
more regular attention e.g. every other day for three clear
vigts)

If the monitors are purely to ascertain infestation and not for
control site monitor points use three to five blocks per bait
station between 5 and 30 metres apart.

Using tracking powdersand UV senstive dust

Use the current company agreed formulation, Sitein known
harbouragesto ascertain activity. Thismust only be used
where arat has gained entry in avoid, cavity wall or ducting
which isenclosed and where the dust cannot get into air

conditioning or be blown into other areas or comeinto
contact with food surfaces.

Do not usein aceiling void where maintenance staff might
need access. Dust should be applied with either ablower, or
gun or by spoon. U V sensitive dusts areinert and can be
used to seeif rats are entering and leaving a suspected
harbourage or if thereisre-infestation. Place the yellow dust
into aCentro duster and blow asmall amount into ahole or
known harbourage. Using the UV lamp seeif footprints or
smdl amounts deposited on the rats fur have been
transferred onto surfaces. If the dust glowsin thelight, this
will indicate thet rats are leaving a harbourage for feeding
etc. action can then be taken to control populationsin

the harbourage.

D) Mouse control outside buildings

Itisnormdly not practical to bait externaly against mice.
Thefirg priority on theingpection isto locate the ingress
pointsinto the building and then to effect a suitable proofing
schedule taking into account neighbouring premises,
services, defects around pipes and the general fabric, gaps
beneath doors and building shrinkage. Are mice feeding
from waste compactors or dustbin areas (see section on
ingpection) if so effect aproper waste management regime.
In some circumstances mice might beliving in sorage
cupboards, service cupboards, cardboard storage areas
outsde abuilding, make surethese areas are

logged on atreatment plan.

E) Mouse control within buildings

Using: - Chronic rodenticides, alpha chloralose, traps, sticky
boards, contact dust, tracking dust and UV sensitive dugt,
Sorex checkatubes.

Initial visit all sites

During thefirgt treatment, athorough ingpection ismade to
determine areas of activity, cleaning issues, and Structurd
deficiencies.

Method statements -
1.When droppings are found they must be eliminated
immediately with avacuum.

2.A preventative gpplication of potential rodent harbourage
stes, whichinclude: voidsinwals, dead spaces, ductings,
pipe chases, services, lift shafts, fabric defect aress, etc.

3.Monitor placement - rodent monitors will be placed to
cover dl entry and potentid entry points. When placing



monitors keep in mind these three principles:

A) Do not place monitors where they can be observed by

the generd public.

B) Do not place monitorswhere our clients’ can easily
destroy them. Bear in mind the cleaning methods used —
isthere apossbility that exposed monitors might be
cleaned away by Staff

C) Maintain thorough coverage of the premises, reducing

when there are no takes and increasing baitsin the take
area.

D) Number of monitors - No one can tell you exactly how
many monitorswill be needed in agiven area. Each
premisesisvery different and will therefore, have
different monitoring points. The number of monitors
placementswill be reduced during the regular follow up
servicevigts, will haveto beincreased if reinfestation
ocCurs.

Low level of infestation or monitoring only

If theinfestation isasingle sghting or has atransient nature
and it isinsgde afood premises use the current company bait
formulation in asuitable enclosed bait monitor or if ina
non-food stuation where thereisno risk of spillage or
contamination use one of the following loose baits depending
on loca feeding preferences. Once sited check every other
day to seeif there are takes and follow up if there has been
atakein thefirst two weeks replacing bait asrequired. If it
has al been taken increase the quantity in the container. Do
not stop baiting until the feeding has stopped. After al takes
have stopped check the baitsin another two weeksto
confirm clearance. (The exception iswhere the clients
specification asksfor more regular atention e.g. every day
for three clear vigits)

If the monitors are purely to ascertain infestation and not for
control site monitor points use one block per bait station
between 2 and 3 metres apart. Gdl bait must be applied at
5gm amounts in each box and this should be checked every
day for thefirst 4 days and the bait replaced as necessary.
Baits should be sited 1 to 2 metres apart.

Seriousinfestation

Mice will often take a seed based bait when there are plenty
of food sources available, thisis because mice are partia to
canary seeds and will feed on them readily asanovelty.

Alpha Chloralose

Also consider dphachloraosein cold environments where
the temperature isbelow 15F and 6 centigrade. Only leave
down for 1 week and collect up all baits, do not repeat for
at least 4 to 6 weeks. Mice eating dpha chloraose, will sart
to be affected in 5 to 10 minutes with feeding ceasingin 20
minutes. Mice get hypothermia and the metabolismisdowed
down with the rodent dying rapidly. However sub lethal
doseswill lead to bait shyness.

Traps

Only stetrapsin circumstances where aclient wantsto see
arapid reduction in the numbers of mice or where you want
to get afast clearance prior to going on to monitor baitsto
record trangent populations or re-infestations. Trapsare
usually made of metal or wood, some prefer wooden traps
(little nipper) these can be sited in runs so that mice are
captured whilst running to and fro or set with bait for them to
feed from. Place any one of these suitable baits on the trap :-
sultanas, raisins, chocolate, bacon rind, ham with fat,

tomato, moist bread, moist cake. All traps must be marked
on aplan and then be checked the following morning
(company rules) Traps must not be left down for longer than
thistimein case mice have been caught by alimb or another
part of the body and are suffering, they must be despatched
humanely. A dead mouse will often distress some people
and will inevitably smdll and could attract flies.

Sticky boards

Thisisavery effective method of capturing mice but
sometimes mice will avoid them in some metropolitan aress.
These are mice that are bait box and feeding shy. The
boards need to be 15 x 10 cm; you can use cardboard,
hardboard or plywood. These boards must checked ever
hour if sted (company rules) and any captures despatched.
Site near known harbourages and where runs have been
established. They must not be left down longer in any
circumstances even in voids or ductings. Y ou can ring sticky
boards around a stack, item of plant or machinery, stored
items such as cardboard or an old mattress etc. Once
flushed mice will try to escape and be captured on the
boards.

Contact Dust

Thismust only be used where mice havegained entry ina
void, cavity wall or ducting which is enclosed and where the
dust cannot get into ar conditioning or be blown into other
areas or come into contact with food surfaces. Apply alight
sprinkling of dust 1cm thick in these runs or harbourages.



Do not usein aceiling void where maintenance staff might
need access. Mice spend 20% of their time grooming so the
dug iseasily ingested. Dust should be gpplied with either a
blower, or gun or by spoon.

Using tracking powdersand UV sensitive Dust

Dust can be sited in, known harbourages to ascertain
activity. Thismust only be used where mice have gained
entry inavoid, cavity wall or ducting which isenclosed and
where the dust cannot get into air conditioning or be blown
into other areas or come into contact with food surfaces. Do
not usein aceling void where maintenance staff might need
access. Dust should be applied with either ablower, or gun
or by spoon. U V sendtive dusts are inert and can be used
to seeif mice are entering and leaving a suspected
harbourage or if thereisre-infestation. Place the yellow dust
into aCentro duster and blow asmall amount into ahole or
known harbourage.

Using the UV lamp seeif footprints or small amounts
deposited on the rats fur

have been transferred onto surfaces. If the dust glowsin the
light, thiswill indicate that mice

areleaving aharbourage for feeding etc. Action can then be
taken to control populationsin

the harbourage

Sorex checkatubes

The principa istwo impregnated wicks are incorporated
ingde along tube through which mice chase each other,
explore and play. The wicks paint insecticide onto the
mouse fur and subsequent grooming ensuresingestion of the
poison. These areided when building stacks of foodstuffsin
sacks or bags which are intended for long term storage.
They dso work well insde machinery where mice have
copious amounts of food materia and will not reedily take
baits from monitors. Tubes should be sited aso in mouse
runswhere feeding is difficult to achieve.



