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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Robert West Consulting was appointed in April 2017 by Birkbeck, University of London to provide 

transport planning advice in relation to the proposed development at 32 Torrington Square, 

London Borough of Camden (LBC). The development is for a Centre for Brain and Cognitive 

Development (CBCD) to provide facilities for the study of toddlers with autism and other 

behavioural conditions. The location of the application site is showed in Figure 1.1. 

 

Figure 1.1: Site Location Plan 

Existing Site and Proposed Development  

1.2 The site currently comprises a four-storey building with basement level will has a total floor area 

of 405.2 m2 GEA, and vacant land to the north which was formal 33 Torrington Square. This 

vacant land has a vehicular access that runs along 32 Torrington Square to a yard located at the 

back of the properties, which serves the Warburg Institute. 32 Torrington Square is currently 

vacant due to structural issues.  

1.3 The proposal involves refurbishing works to the existing building at 32 Torrington Square and a 

proposed Annexe on land to the north. The development will provide for the CBCD and will result 

in a total floor area of 937.9 m2 GEA. The proposed site plans are contained in Appendix A of 

this report.  

32 Torrington Square 
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1.4 The proposed development will comprise Class D1 Use and will be used for academic offices and 

research. It is understood that 35 members of staff will be employed at the site and 10 visitors 

are expected to visit the site daily. It is anticipated that the staff members will have regular working 

hours and travel during the network peak periods.  

Scope of Document 

1.5 This Transport Statement (TS) report reviews the existing transport and highway conditions in the 

vicinity of the site. The TS reviews the surrounding area, identifies the transport and highway 

impacts, determines whether the proposal would have a material impact on the local highway 

network and outlines any mitigation measures necessary to address the impacts identified.  

1.6 The approach to the preparation of the TS was discussed with the Highway Officer at LBC 

following the submission of a scoping note. The methodology, content and the trip generation 

were agreed with the Highway Officer prior to commencement. The TS Scoping Note is included 

in Appendix B. 

Report Content 

1.7 Following this introduction, the remainder of this TS will be structured as follows: 

i. A review of relevant transport planning policy is undertaken in Section 2.0; 

ii. A description of the existing conditions at the site, including accessibility by non-car 

modes are described in Section 3.0; 

iii. Section 4.0 describes the local highway network and reviews personal injury 

accident data; 

iv. Section 5.0 outlines the proposed development; 

v. Section 6.0 summarises are predicted trip generation; 

vi. Transport impacts and the proposed mitigation strategy are set out in Section 7.0; 

and 

vii. Section 8.0 concludes the report. 
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2.0 POLICY REVIEW 

2.1 This section considers the relevant transport and planning policy as follows: 

i. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF);  

ii. Regional policy, namely the London Plan and Mayor’s Transport Strategy; 

iii. Local or Borough Development Planning Documents (DPDs) forming either part of 

the saved sections of the Camden Development Policy, Camden Core Strategy; and 

iv. Local Implementation Plan (LIP) policy for Camden. 

 NPPF, March 2012 

2.2 The NPPF was published by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on 

27th March 2012.   

2.3 The aim of the NPPF is to make the planning system less complex and more accessible, to protect 

the environment and to promote sustainable growth.  

“At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden thread running through both 

plan-making and decision taking”. 

2.4 The NPPF has a set of 12 core planning principles that underpin both plan-making and decision-

taking.  This includes a principle that should: 

“Dactively manage the patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, 

walking and cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are or can be made 

sustainableD” 

2.5 Section 4 of the NPPF, covering paragraphs 29 through 41, sets out the Government’s guidance 

on promoting sustainable transport.  It recognises that the smarter use of technologies can reduce 

the need to travel.   

2.6 Paragraph 32 states that development that generate a significant amount of movement should 

be supported by a Transport Statement or Transport Assessment and should take into account 

whether: 

“the opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending on the 

nature and location of the site, to reduce the need for major transport infrastructure; 
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Safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people; and 

Improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost effectively limit the 

significant impacts of the development.  Development should only be prevented or refused 

on transport grounds where residual cumulative impacts of development are severe.” 

2.7 Paragraph 35 states that, where practical, developments should be located and designed to: 

“accommodate the efficient delivery of goods and supplies; 

give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, and have access to high quality public 

transport facilities; 

create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists or 

pedestrians, avoiding street clutter and where appropriate establishing home zones; 

incorporate facilities for charging plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles; and 

consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport.” 

2.8 It is recognised that a key tool to delivering sustainable travel, and the principles set out in the 

NPPF, will be the implementation of Travel Plans.  Paragraph 36 states; 

2.9 “All developments which generate significant amounts of movements should be required to 

provide a Travel Plan.” 

2.10 The NPPF does not provide guidance on vehicle or cycle parking; however, it does provide 

guidance on what local authorities should take into account when setting their local parking 

standards.  This includes: 

“the accessibility of the development; 

the type, mix and use of development; 

the availability of and opportunities for public transport; 

local car ownership levels; and 

an overall need to reduce the use of high-emission vehicles.” 
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The London Plan  

2.11 The London Plan is the overall strategic plan for London, and it sets out a fully integrated 

economic, environmental, transport and social framework for the development of the capital to 

2036.  

2.12 Policy 1.1 (delivery of the strategic vision and objectives for London) states that the vision and 

objectives should be reflected in other Mayoral plans and strategies, decisions on development 

proposals and investment priorities, Borough DPDs and development decisions. 

2.13 Chapter 2 of the London Plan contains strategic policy for the sub-areas of London. Policy 2.6 

states that vision and strategy for outer London should be to enhance the quality of life of current 

and future residents as one on the key contribution to London.  

2.14 Chapter 3 of the London Plan contains policy for London’s people. Policy 3.16 (Protection and 

enhancement of social infrastructure) recognise requirements for additional and enhanced social 

infrastructure provision to meet the needs of its growing and diverse population.  

2.15 Chapter 6 – provides the policy and guidance relevant to London Transport strategy for the period 

to 2031. Policy 6.3 – Assessing Effects of Development on Transport Capacity (Planning 

Decisions) Approach state: 

i. “Development proposals should ensure that impacts on transport capacity and the 

transport network, at both a corridor and local level, are fully assessed. Development 

should not adversely affect safety on the transport network; 

ii. Where existing transport capacity is insufficient to allow for the travel generated by 

proposed developments, and no firm plans exist for an increase in capacity to cater 

for this, boroughs should ensure that development proposals are phased until it is 

known these requirements can be met, otherwise they may be refused. The 

cumulative impacts of development on transport requirements must be taken into 

account; 

iii. Transport Assessments will be required in accordance with TfL’s Transport 

Assessment Best Practice Guidance for major planning applications. Workplace 

and/or residential travel plans should be provided for planning applications 

exceeding the thresholds in, and produced in accordance with, the relevant TfL 

guidance. Construction logistics plans and delivery and servicing plans should be 

secured in line with the London Freight Plan and should be co-ordinated with travel 

plans” 
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2.16 Policy 6.9 (Cycling) states that “The Mayor will work with all relevant partners to bring about a 

significant increase in cycling in London, so that it accounts for at least 5 per cent of modal share 

by 2026.” The Policy requires developments to:  

i. “provide secure, integrated, convenient and accessible cycle parking facilities in line 

with the minimum standards set out in Table 6.3 and the guidance set out in the 

London Cycle Design Standards (or subsequent revisions) 

ii. provide on-site changing facilities and showers for cyclists 

iii. contribute positively to an integrated cycling network for London by providing 

infrastructure that is safe, comfortable, attractive, coherent, direct and adaptable and 

in line with the guidance set out in the London Cycle Design Standards (or 

subsequent revisions) 

iv. provide links to existing and planned cycle infrastructure projects including Cycle 

Superhighways, Quietways, the Central London Grid and the ‘Mini-Hollands’ 

v. facilitate the Mayor’s cycle hire scheme through provision of land and/or planning 

obligations where relevant, to ensure the provision of sufficient capacity.” 

2.17 The policy also provides the minimum cycle parking provision for land use, D1 (universities and 

colleges), which are as follows: 

i. Long-stay cycle spaces: 1 space per 4 staff and 1 space per 8 students.   

ii. Short-stay cycle space: 1 space per 7FTE students.   

2.18 The policy provides maximum car parking standards for employment land uses and it states that 

up to one space can be provided per 1,000 – 1,500sqm (GIA) in Central London (CAZ) locations. 

Blue badge parking bays should be provided at workplaces at a rate of one space per disabled 

employee, 5% of all bays for visitors with a further 5% of all bays provided as enlarged spaces 

for future provision. 

2.19 Policy 6.10 (Walking) states that “The Mayor will work with all relevant partners to bring about a 

significant increase in walking in London, by emphasizing the quality of the pedestrian and street 

environment, including the use of shared space principles, – promoting simplified streetscape, 

decluttering and access for all.” 
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Mayor’s Transport Strategy, May 2010 

2.20 The Mayor’s Transport Strategy sets out the Mayor’s transport policies for the period up until 

2031. The main goals of the strategy include supporting economic and population growth, and 

enhancing the quality of life and transport opportunities for Londoner’s. A modal shift away from 

private motorised transport to more sustainable modes, including public transport, walking and 

cycling, is sought. 

2.21 Central Activity Zone (CAZ) travel is highlighted in section 3.2.1 of the Strategy. It outlines in 

paragraph 86 that: 

“Morning peak travel into the CAZ is predominantly by public transport, with around 90 per 

cent of journeys made by bus, rail, or Underground. Within central London, walking is the 

predominant means of getting about, making up three quarters of trips wholly within the area, 

and plays a key role in the onward dispersal of passengers. While cycling makes up only a 

small proportion of the trips into and within the CAZ, it has increased significantly by around 

90 per cent between 2000 and 2007” 

2.22 The Mayor’s Transport Strategy includes proposals that will be brought about by the Mayor 

through working with TfL, the London Boroughs, developers and stakeholders. 

2.23 Proposal 60 supports walking to local facilities and includes the following: 

“Development of a ‘key walking route’ approach, to encourage walking and improve corridors 

between local destinations where people want to travel?” 

“Providing direct and convenient pedestrian access?” 

“Enhancing pavement space for pedestrians and removing guardrails and other obstacles?” 

“Supporting developments that emphasise the quality and permeability of the pedestrian 

environment?”. 

2.24 Proposal 53 supports an improved cycle infrastructure in London by stating: 

“The Mayor, through TfL, will work with the DfT, London boroughs and stakeholders to raise 

the profile of cycling, using information and behavioural change measures, including smarter 

travel initiatives and major events.” 
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Camden Local Plan (July 2017) 

2.25 The Camden Local Plan was adopted in July 2017. 

2.26 Section 10 provides policies relating to transport, which are as follows; 

i. T1 Prioritising walking, cycling and public transport; 

ii. T2 Parking and car-free development; 

“The Council will limit the availability of parking and require all new developments in the 

borough to be car-free. We will: 

a) not issue on-street or on-site parking permits in connection with new developments and 

use legal agreements to ensure that future occupants are aware that they are not 

entitled to on-street parking permits; 

b)  limit on-site parking to: i) spaces designated for disabled people where necessary, 

and/or ii) essential operational or servicing needs; 

c) support the redevelopment of existing car parks for alternative uses; and 

d) resist the development of boundary treatments and gardens to provide vehicle 

crossovers and on-site parking.” 

iii. T3 Transport infrastructure; and 

iv. T4 Sustainable movement of goods and materials. 

2.27 Policy T2 suggests that in future the Council will seek to promote car-free developments and will 

except developments to limit the availability of parking for accessible parking bays, but also 

recognised that: 

“Parking for disabled people for both residential and non-residential developments should be 

provided where it can be demonstrated as necessary, taking into account existing availability of 

on-street parking for Blue Badge holders.” 

2.28 Policy T4 states that “the Council will promote the sustainable movement of goods and materials 

and seek to minimise the movement of goods and materials by road??and will promote the 

provision and use of freight consolidation facilities.” 
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2.29 The Policy T4 states that “Developments of over 2,500 sqm likely to generate significant 

movement of goods or materials by road will be expected to??accommodate goods vehicles on 

site; and provide Delivery and Servicing Management Plans and Transport Assessments where 

appropriate.” 

Camden Planning Guidance 7 – Transport (CPG7) 

2.30 This guidance was produced to support Camden’s LDF and forms a part of the Supplementary 

Planning Documents (SPD) that provides additional advice in planning decisions.  

2.31 Chapter 2 discusses the need to assess transport capacity and states that LBC will require the 

submission of a transport assessment for developments that are likely to have any of the following 

characteristics: 

i. More than 1,000 person trips per day; or 

ii. More than 100 person trips during the morning or evening peak (07:00-10:00 or 

16:00-19:00); or 

iii. More than 500 vehicle movements per day; or 

iv. More than 100 vehicle movements in any single hour; or 

v. More than 20 heavy goods vehicles (over 7.5t) per day; or 

vi. Any heavy goods vehicle movements between midnight and 06:00.  

2.32 Chapter 3 gives guidance on Travel Plans and discusses the benefits of workplace travel plans 

for reducing single occupancy car use and provides guidance as to what a workplace travel plan 

should contain. 

2.33 Chapter 5 relates to car free and car capped developments and discusses in what cases the 

Council will support such development. The document details that this would be expected within 

the Central London area, town centres and other areas with a high public transport accessibility 

level.  

Summary 

2.34 This TS was prepared in accordance with the policies and guidance above. The proposed 

development is proposed as car-free and associated mitigation measures aiming to promote 

active and sustainable travel modes, thereby according with national, regional and local transport 

policy. 
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3.0 SITE ACCESSIBILITY AND NETWORK CONDITIONS 

3.1 This section describes the existing conditions in the vicinity of the site, the surrounding area and 

the accessibility of the site by non-car modes including: walking, cycling and public transport. This 

was informed by observations made during a site visit undertaken during the morning network 

peak period on Tuesday 9th May 2017. 

Site Location 

3.2 The application site is located on Torrington Square at the northern end of a terrace. The site 

fronts onto Torrington Square, which consists a large public realm space, and is surrounded by 

other Birkbeck, University of London buildings in close proximity as presented in Figure 3.1. The 

Warburg Institute is located to the north of the site, while The School of Oriental and African 

Studies (SOAS) is located to the south. The Student Central Building and Birkbeck, University of 

London are located opposite Torrington Square. Further University buildings are located on Malet 

Street to the west and on Bedford Way to the east of the site.  

 

Figure 3.1: The site location in the context of Birkbeck, University of London buildings 

3.3 There are variety of other land uses including residential properties, commercial properties and a 

number of squares providing green space in the wider area. London Euston, St Pancras 

International and London King’s Cross stations are located north of the site, within 16 – 17 

minutes’ walk; while Tottenham Court Road and Holborn stations are located to the south, within 

similar distance.  

  

The Site  
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Site Accessibility by Non-Car Modes 

Walking 

3.4 The area surrounding the site has a comprehensive and extensive footway network. These 

include: wide footways, off-road pedestrian links and well-placed crossing facilities, which 

optimise pedestrian movements in the area. It is noted that improvements were made to the 

streets surrounding the University and included implementation of a high quality public realm 

scheme on Byng Place.  

3.5 The footway on Torrington Square is in good condition and is approximately 2m wide. The footway 

is provided along the eastern side of the street and is adjacent to a frontage of terraced properties. 

The footway across the square is adjacent to the public plaza and connects to the large hardcourt 

public realm. 

3.6 A pedestrian crossing is provided on Torrington Square, 60m to the south of the site, which 

provides a continuous link between Torrington Square and Woburn Square Garden. The crossing 

is marked with a zebra marking and is facilitated with dropped kerb, tactile pavings and bollards.  

3.7 Zebra crossing points are provided on Byng Place: on the approach to the junction with Malet 

Street and opposite Woburn Square. The crossings provide dropped kerbs, tactile pavings and 

flashing beacons.  

3.8 A pedestrian link is provided between Malet Street and Torrington Square, to the north of Senate 

House, which provides an attractive option for pedestrians. In the area surrounding the site there 

are a number of parks which provide off-road links for pedestrian. 

3.9 The area surrounding the application site is considered to have a very good characteristic to 

encourage active travel through the extensive provision of good quality footways, parks, and 

areas to high quality public realms.  

Cycling 

3.10 The area surrounding the site has comprehensive cycle facilities including: wide network of 

segregated on-road cycle routes, extensive provision of public cycle parking spaces and 

generous provision of Santander bike hire scheme.  



 
 
 
 

32 Torrington Square  5663/001/R01A 
Transport Statement  Page 12 

Rail 
Buildings 
Infrastructure 
Transport & Environment 

3.11 Torrington Place, Byng Place and Tavistock Place have cycle lanes provided along either side of 

the carriageway. These cycle lanes are wide and segregated from traffic by physical kerbed 

islands, kerbed surfaces, delineators or bollards. A contra flow cycle lane is provided along Malet 

Street. Advance cycle stopping areas are provided at the junction of Tavistock Square with 

Bedford Way and at the junction with Woburn Place. There are numerous junction entry raised 

treatments in the area, which improve the overall cycling environment.  

3.12 Provision of pubic cycle parking spaces is extensive. These are provided in the form of Sheffield 

stands located on footways, along the street edge and outside the shops. Torrington Square also 

provides a significant provision of cycle stands. 

3.13 The site is well served by Santander Cycle docking stations. The nearest docking station is 

located outside the Birkbeck, University buildings on Malet Street, approximately 260m from the 

site (3 – 4 minutes’ walk). This docking station provides access to 47 bicycles. Other Santander 

Cycle docking stations are available on Bedford Way (300m, 3 – 4 minutes’ walk away) and on 

Taviton Street (280m, 3 – 4 minutes’ walk away). These stations provide 21 and 29 bicycle 

respectively.  

3.14 An extract from the TfL Cycling Guide 7 is contained in Appendix C of this report. This shows 

the off-road cycle routes on Torrington Place, Byng Place and Gordon Square and signed or 

marked routes on Malet Street, Russell Square, Montague Street, Tavistock Square and 

Marchmont Street. Other streets in the area are highlighted as being recommended by other 

cyclists and include: Gordon Street, Montague Place and Bloomsbury Square.  

3.15 The extensive cycle network in the area surrounding the site provides very good connectivity to 

other areas in Central London by bike.  

Public Transport Accessibility Level (PTAL) 

3.16 PTAL is an industry recognised way of measuring public transport accessibility throughout 

Greater of London. The PTAL methodology makes a series of assumptions with regards to the 

behaviour of public transport users. These are set out below; 

i. Pedestrians will walk a maximum of 960m (12 minutes) to reach a London 

Underground/Overground or National Rail Station; 

ii. Pedestrians will walk a maximum of 640m (8 minutes) to a bus stop; and 

iii. The average walk speed of a pedestrian is 4.8km/hour (80m per minute). 
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3.17 The PTAL of the application is ‘6b’ based on the use of the TfL Web PTAL website 

(http://www.webptals.org) which indicates that the site is located in an area of ‘excellent’ public 

transport accessibility and is the highest rating achievable.   

3.18 It is recognised that the tool available at the TfL Web provides PTAL that is calculated based on 

squared areas, distances measured is straight lines and showed the Accessibility Index (AI) of 

64.54. This was reviewed using more precise dimensions, measured along the available footway 

network from the site entrance to the transport nodes and showed the AI of 57.95. This still 

classifies the site as 6b. The PTAL outputs can be found in Appendix D. 

Bus Routes 

3.19 The closest bus stops to the application site are located on Gower Street, Russell Square and 

Tavistock Square. The nearest stop is located on Gower Street, 260m from the site (3 – 4 minutes’ 

walk) and it is served by routes nos. 14, 24, 29, 73, 134, 390 and some night routes. The nearest 

bus stop on Russell Square is located 350m from the site (4 – 5 minutes’ walk) and is served by 

routes 10 and 188. The bus stops provide flags, timetables, shelter seating and bus cages. 

3.20 The bus stops located on Tavistock Square are located 350m and 400m from the site (4 – 5 

minutes’ walk). The northbound bus stop provides a flag, timetable, bus lane and bus cage, while 

the southbound stop provides the aforementioned facilities and a shelter seating area. Both bus 

stops are served by routes nos. 10, 59, 68, 91 and 168 during the day and a night service also 

operates from these stops. 

3.21 The bus services available within a 640m distance of the site and the frequencies are presented 

in Table 3.1.  
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Service Destination AM Peak  
(08:00 – 09:00) 

Midday    
(12:00 – 13:00) 

PM Peak  
(17:00 – 18:00) 

8 Bow Bus Garage 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 

10 King’s Cross Station / York Way 6 – 8 vehs 6 – 8 vehs 6 – 8 vehs 

14 Putney Heath / Green Man 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 

18 Sudbury & Harrow Road Station 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 

24 Royal Free Hospital 6 – 8 vehs 6 – 8 vehs 6 – 8 vehs 

29 Wood Green Station 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 

30 Marble Arch Station 5 – 8 vehs 5 – 8 vehs 5 – 8 vehs 

59 Streatham Hill / Telford Avenue 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 7 – 15 vehs 

68 Ernest Avenue 13 vehs 10 – 30 vehs 15 vehs 

73 Stoke Newington Common 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 10 – 20 vehs 

91 Whitehall / Trafalgar Square 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 

98 Pound Lane 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 

134 New Oxford Street 7 – 12 vehs 7 – 12 vehs 7 – 12 vehs 

168 Dunton Road 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 

188 North Greenwich Station 5 – 8 vehs 5 – 8 vehs 5 – 8 vehs 

205 Bow Church Station 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 6 – 10 vehs 

390 Archway Station 6 – 8 vehs 6 – 12 vehs 6 – 12 vehs 

Total 123 – 210 vehs 120 – 231vehs 125 – 216 vehs 

Table 3.1: Bus Frequencies 

3.22 Table 3.1 shows that the bus routes operating in the vicinity of the site provide high frequencies 

during the day, with a minimum of 120 buses per hour per direction.  

London Underground (LU) 

3.23 Euston Square, Russell Square, Goodge Street Stations and Warren Street are located within 

960m from the site. These stations provide access to the Northern Line, Metropolitan Line, Circle 

Line, Hammersmith & City Line, Piccadilly Line and Victoria Line. 
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London Overground and National Rail 

3.24 London Overground services are also available at Euston Station, located 600m to the north of 

the site (7 – 8 minutes’ walk). These services run between Euston and Watford Junction. Euston 

National Rail Station is served by Virgin Trains and London Midland Trains. The trains operating 

from this station offer travel to destinations across the country.  

3.25 Additional rail services are available from St Pancras International and Kings Cross, which 

provide additional long-distance routes as well as serving locations within Greater of London. 

These stations are located approximately 1.2km away (circa 15 – 16 minutes’ walk) and can be 

reached in 8 – 10 minutes by using London Underground services or local buses. 

Summary 

3.26 The site is surrounded by a comprehensive network of footways, cycle routes and areas of public 

space. The infrastructure is of very good quality which is expected to be appealing to the road 

users that wish to travel by active modes. 

3.27 The site is in an area which has the highest accessibility level by public transport (PTAL of 6b), 

with very high number of bus services, London Underground and National Rail service. The site 

is served by minimum of 120 buses per hour per direction, seven LULs, Overground Lanes and 

numerous train lanes. 
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4.0 LOCAL HIGHWAY NETWORK 

4.1 This section of the report provides a description of the local highway network, informed by site 

visit observation, and provides a detailed analysis of personal injury accidents (PIA) in the 

surrounding area.  

Local Highway Network 

Torrington Square 

4.2 Torrington Square lies adjacent to the application site and meets with Byng Place to the north, in 

a form of a priority junction. The northern end of the street has a hatched area, a gate and the 

street narrows before connecting the public realm at Byng Place.  The street continues along the 

SOAS building, turns right and continues towards Malet Street through the provision of a gated 

arrangement. There are on-street parking spaces on Torrington Square and are marked as 

residential parking bays, which were observed to be circa 90% occupied during the site visit (9th 

May 2017 between 08:00 and 09:00).   

Byng Place 

4.3 Byng Place is a one-way road for eastbound movements. The road is approximately 150m long 

and continues as Gordon Square and Travistock Square to the east and Torrington Place to the 

west. The street provides marked cycle lanes along both side of the carriageway. The eastbound 

cycleway is segregated from the vehicles with kerbs, while the westbound cycleway is marked 

with white lanes.  

Malet Street 

4.4 Malet Street is a single carriageway connecting to Torrington Place to the north and Montague 

Place to the south in the form of priority junctions.  The northern section of road, north of the 

junction with Keppel Street, operates as one-way northbound only, while the southern section 

operates southbound only. Cycle movements are permitted in both directions and contra-flow 

cycle lanes are marked at each end of the road. The road is subject to a 20mph speed limit and 

raised tables are provided along the length of the road to mitigate speed. 

4.5 Parking lay-bys are located on both sides of the road indicated through the provision of slab 

paving and edging. The lay-bys are flush with the footways. These lay-bys have combination of 

dedicated usage that includes: disabled spaces, loading bays, pay & display spaces and car club 

spaces.  
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4.6 The lay-bys along the western side of the carriageway are subject to resident permit holder only 

and restrictions apply between Monday and Friday from 08:30 to 18:30 and Saturday from 08:30 

to 13:30. 

4.7 There are further residential lay-bys along the eastern side of the carriageway. One of these lay-

bys, adjacent to the Birkbeck College, is dedicated to disabled users and can accommodate 

approximately four cars. A loading bay and car club bays are located towards the northern end of 

the street. Pay & display parking bays are located towards the southern end of the street and are 

restricted between Monday and Saturday from 08:30 to 18:30. The disabled parking is located 

within 260m walking distance of the site, but blue badge holders can use pay & display bays free 

of charge. 

4.8 The occupancy of the parking spaces during the morning peak period on 9th May 2017 was 

observed to be approximately 30%. The dedicated disabled spaces were observed to be occupied 

by a disabled badge holder and by a taxi, resulting in 50% occupancy.  

4.9 Birkbeck, University of London has an on-site car park outside the Senate House and it is 

understood that this car park provides disabled spaces which were observed to be partially 

occupied during the site visit observation.  

Woburn Square 

4.10 Woburn Square is a cul-de-sac located to the east of the site and is parallel to Torrington Square. 

The street has a gated arrangement at the northern end of the street and is marked with double 

yellow lines along the eastern edge of the carriageway.  

4.11 Marked parking bays, including disabled spaces, are provided around the western edge of the 

street which are a mix of perpendicular and echelon bays. These parking spaces are not subject 

to parking restrictions and high parking demand was observed during the site visit. Disabled 

spaces on this street were observed to be fully occupied during the site visit.  

Gordon Square 

4.12 Gordon Square is a two-way single carriageway that runs around the perimeter of Gordon Square 

Garden. During the site visit the northern end of Gordon Square was closed due to construction 

works. 
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4.13 A mix of single and double yellow lines is present on the northern side of the carriageway. The 

section of street, to the east of Gordon Square Garden, has parking bays restricted to resident 

permit holders between Monday and Friday from 08:30 to 18:30 and Saturday from 08:30 to 

13:30. The section of street, to the west of Gordon Square Garden, has pay & display parking 

bays with parking restriction between Monday and Friday from 08:30 to 18:30 and Saturday from 

08:30 to 13:30. Gordon Square was observed to be approximately 30% occupied during the 

morning peak. 

Site Visit Observations 

4.14 A site visit was undertaken on Tuesday 9th May 2017 during the morning peak period. The key 

observations are as follows: 

i. The section of Torrington Square, directly outside the site, was observed to be 

subject to low pedestrian, cyclist and vehicle movements, while the square itself was 

observed to be heavily used by pedestrians and cyclists; 

ii. Cycle parking is available within Torrington Square (circa 458 spaces) in the form of 

Sheffield and M-Sheffield stands. Demand for these spaces was observed to be 

approximately 30%; 

iii. Byng Place is subject to high pedestrian and cyclist flows during the morning peak 

period, including heavy pedestrian demand across zebra crossings. There are 

approximately 40 cycle parking spaces provided along the edges of Byng Place. 

These spaces were approximately 50% occupied; 

iv. Malet Street was observed to be heavily used by pedestrians and cyclists during the 

morning peak period. Public cycle parking spaces and Santander Cycle Hire spaces 

are provided on this street and were observed to be intensively used; 

v. Minor queueing was observed on Torrington Place on the approach to the junction 

with Gower Street, which occurred due to heavy vehicle flows on Gower Street and 

the signal controls at the junction; and 

vi. Senate House, located due south of the site, has an on-site car park. The car park 

provides 20 spaces, of which seven are disabled. This car park was observed to be 

approximately 30% occupied, with none of the disabled bays occupied. 
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Personal Injury Accident Data 

4.15 PIA data for the three year period, ending 31st September 2016, was obtained from TfL for the 

roads in the vicinity of the site. The full data record is contained in Appendix E of this report, 

including a plan showing the study area with the location of accidents occurring within this area. 

A summary of the total number of accidents that occurred in the study area by severity is outlined 

in Table 4.1.  

Years 

Severity 

Total 

Fatal Serious Slight 

2014 0 10 62 72 

2015 0 7 47 54 

2016 0 2 49 51 

Total 0 19 158 177 

Table 4.1: Accident Data Summary (by Severity) 

4.16 This identified that the majority of accidents (158) that occurred in the area were classified as 

being ‘slight’ in severity. The remaining 19 accidents were classified as ‘serious’ and no ‘fatal’ 

accidents were recorded. It is noted that the number of accidents show reducing trend over time. 

The type of road users involved in the accidents were analysed and is summarised in Table 4.2. 

Road User Type 

Number of Casualties 

Slight Serious Fatal  Total 

Pedestrian 49 6 0 55 

Pedal Cyclist 53 7 0 60 

Pedal Cycle Passenger 1 0 0 1 

Driver / Rider of a Motorcycle 32 4 0 36 

Car Driver (inc Taxi) 22 1 0 23 

Car Passenger (inc Taxi) 14 0 0 14 

Goods Vehicle Driver 0 0 0 0 

Goods Vehicle Passenger 1 0 0 1 

Bus Driver 2 0 0 2 

Bus Passenger 9 3 0 12 

Total 183 21 0 204 

Table 4.2: Casualty Summary (by Road User Type) 
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4.17 Table 4.2 shows that a total of 204 casualties occurred as a result of the 177 accidents over the 

three year study period. A total of 152 (74.5%) of casualties were vulnerable road users, including 

motorcyclists, and the remaining 52 (25.4%) were drivers or passengers in a vehicle. 

Serious Pedestrian and Cyclist Accidents 

4.18 The analysis of the accidents identified that a high number of pedestrians and cyclists sustained 

injuries in the study area. The analysis of the 13 accidents has revealed that the accidents 

occurred on weekdays, at varied times and location, as such the record does not indicate a trend 

of accidents occurrences.  The accidents did not record any causation factors which suggest an 

issue with the road network and all resulted due to road user behaviours. 

Pedestrian and Cyclist Accident Causation  

4.19 Further analysis was undertaken to understand the causes of the accidents involving pedestrians 

and cyclists. All accidents which resulted in injuries to pedestrians and cyclists were analysed for 

causation factors that may suggest an issue with the local highway network, rather than road user 

behavioural factors. Of the 116 accidents eleven were found to include which behavioural 

causation factors. These are listed as follows; 

i. Vision affected by stationary or parked vehicles (8 occurrences); 

ii. Travelling too fast for conditions (2 occurrences); and 

iii. Exceeding speed limit (1 occurrence).   

4.20 Factors relating to the presence of stationary or parked vehicles were mentioned eight times. It is 

noted that three of these accidents occurred at the junction of Upper Woburn Place/Tavistock 

Square/Endsleigh Place. Two of these accidents involved pedestrians who were injured whilst 

using the zebra crossing and the third involved a cyclist, who collided with a motorcyclist while 

overtaking a vehicle. During the site visit it was noted that the pedestrian crossing has a form of 

a zebra crossing with zig-zag markings on both sides, that prevent parking. The carriageway is 

subject to a 20mph speed limit and visibility was considered sufficient. Thus, it can be concluded 

that the adequate highway facilities at this location are in place. 
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Accidents in the Immediate Vicinity of the Site 

4.21 The map of the distribution of accidents (contained in Appendix E) was assessed to understand 

the accident history in the immediate area surrounding the site. It is noted that accidents 

predominantly occur along busy traffic roach such as Tottenham Court Road, Gower Street and 

Woburn Place.  A total of nine accidents were recorded in the immediate area of the site and 

these occurred along Byng Place. These accidents involved eight pedal cycles, one motor cycle, 

nine cars and one goods vehicle. Two of these accidents were serious and all accidents resulted 

due to behavioural issues and these are listed below: 

i. A pedal cyclist sustained ‘serious’ injuries when a car failed to give way and collided 

with the passing cyclist. The accident occurred on 7th April 2014 at 08:30 at the 

junction of Malet Street and Torrington Place. The causes of the accident provided 

were that the car driver failed to look properly, was careless/reckless/ in a hurry and 

disobeyed give way or stop sign or markings; and 

ii. A motor cycle sustained ‘serious’ injury on 8th January 2014 at 06:45 at the junction 

of Byng Place and Gordon Square when it collided with a car. The causation factors 

provided were that: failed to look properly, was careless/reckless/in a hurry and poor 

turn or manoeuvre. 

Summary 

4.22 The area surrounding the site has a high-quality highway network, that includes: TROs, resident 

permit holder spaces, disabled spaces, loading lay-bys, pay & display parking spaces and car 

club spaces. Provision of on-street parking spaces have provision of disabled spaces and pay & 

display spaces, that can also be used by disabled users free of charge.  

4.23 Whilst the area is subject to a high number of accidents, the majority of which resulted in injuries 

to pedestrians and cyclists. This is due to the fact that the area is heavily used by pedestrian and 

cyclists. It is noted that the rate of accidents, recorded in the past three years, has reduced. 

4.24 The review of the accident data has determined that few accidents have occurred in the 

immediate vicinity of the site and all were associated with road users behavioural issues, rather 

than issues with highway network.  
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5.0 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

5.1 This section describes the proposed development indicating operational analysis. A plan 

illustrating the proposed layout of the development is contained in Appendix A of this report. 

Proposed Development 

5.2 The proposed development will provide a new facility for CBCD for the Birkbeck, University of 

London at 32 Torrington Square. The development will include academic offices and research 

units, and will continue to operate as Class D1 Use.  

5.3 The proposal is to refurbish the existing property and to extend 32 Torrington Square with an 

Annexe. The Annexe is proposed to be extended to the north on basement, ground, first, second 

and third floor level. The proposed development will result in a total of 937.9.3m2 of floor area. 

5.4 Due to the proposed development being for research and academic purposes, it is not expected 

to be attended by students. The site will have with 35 staff members and is expected to be 

attended 10 visitors per day. It is understood that the staff is likely to travel during the network 

peak periods and keep a standard office working hours. 

Access Arrangements 

5.5 The access to the building will continue from Torrington Square. The existing pedestrian entrance 

to 32 Torrington Square will remain unchanged. A new step-free entrance will be provided to the 

Annexe, which will lead to the main reception. The access is proposed to be levelled with the 

footway and thus, is considered to be suitable to address accessibility needs of disabled users 

with varying levels of disability and visually impaired. 

5.6 The existing servicing road provides access for small vehicles (golf carts) only. The vehicular 

access will be converted to a 1.8m wide access road, which is sufficient to maintain the current 

operation. This access has the form of a ramp and will access the cycle parking spaces, for the 

proposed development. The access arrangement is suitable to be used by disabled users. No 

vehicular access is proposed as part of the proposed development.  

Car Parking 

5.7 The development is proposed as car-free and will not provide any parking spaces. The Local Plan 

states that parking for disabled people should be provided where necessary and should consider 

availability to on-street parking spaces for blue badge holders in the area.  
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5.8 The site visit undertaken during the morning peak period identified that the existing accessible 

spaces in the area of the development have residual parking capacity. Four accessible spaces 

on Malet Street were observed to be occupied by one blue badge holder only, and residual 

parking capacity was observed in pay & display spaces. The pay & display spaces provided on 

Gordon Square were observed to be 50% occupied.  

5.9 As such, it can be concluded that during the morning peak period, when the majority of staff will 

be expected to arrive, residual on-street parking capacity exists. Should demand for accessible 

spaces be generated, it is expected to be accommodated on-street.  

Cycle Parking 

5.10 A total of 12 cycle parking spaces, in the form of six Sheffield stands, are proposed to be provided 

within the application site. Additional cycle facilities such as shower, changing facilities, a drying 

cupboard and nine lockers will also be provided at the basement level of the Annexe to make 

cycling more feasible for the users. 

5.11 This level of proposed cycle parking spaces exceeds the amount required by the BREEAM 

standards, that requires minimum 1 space per 10 staff/students. As the proposed development 

will be occupied by 35 staff and 10 visitors, provision of five cycle spaces is considered 

acceptable.  

5.12 LBC expects new developments to comply with the cycle parking standards as published in the 

London Plan i.e; (i) Long-stay cycle spaces -1 space per 4 staff and 1 space per 8 students:  and 

(ii) short-stay cycle space - 1 space per 7FTE students (minimum 2 spaces).  Should this standard 

be applied, the proposed development would have required 11 cycle spaces: including 9 long-

stay spaces and 2 short-stay spaces.  

5.13 It is understood that Camden has a high level of bicycle use, when compared to different areas 

within the Greater of London. To ensure that the proposed provision is adequate, the Census of 

Population 2011 data, on the method of travel to work (Survey set QS701EW), was reviewed. 

The data suggests that 7.1% of people in LBC cycle to work, compared to 4.3% across the 

Greater London. The parking provision provided within the development is sufficient to 

accommodate demand for 17% of staff and visitors, and therefore is considered to be sufficient.   

Deliveries and Servicing 

5.14 Birkbeck operates a University site wide delivery service from the post room located on Malet 

Street. The majority of deliveries for the proposed development will be send to the post room, 

from where deliveries will be distributed within the University estate twice a day. This is 

undertaken by using a hand trolley. As the majority of deliveries to the development are expected 

to by the Royal Mail, the proposed arrangement will allow for effective consolidation of deliveries. 
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5.15 A loading bay is not proposed as part of the development and the refuse collections and deliveries 

will fall under the Birkbeck, University of London site wide servicing strategy. 

5.16 The strategy for the proposed refuse collection is that all waste and recycling bins will be taken 

to a waste compound located at the main storage area for all Birkbeck, University buildings. The 

waste compound is located across the Torrington Square approximately 50m from the site. 

Refuse is collected daily from Monday to Saturday, which ensures that waste storage capacity is 

always available. No additional refuse vehicle trips are anticipated as part of the proposed 

development.   

5.17 It is expected that occasional deliveries by large vehicles will take place and this is predicted to 

occur approximately twice per year. Should these deliveries be required, it will be arranged from 

Torrington Square. When these deliveries will be required, the date and time will be arranged to 

ensure that the deliveries outside morning or evening peaks. Furthermore, assistance from staff 

members will be provided to ensure that loading/unloading take place in a time-efficient manner. 

The arrangement allows for efficient consolidation of deliveries between the proposed and 

existing Birkbeck, University buildings.   

5.18 The LBC standards require a dedicated loading bay to be provided within the plot of the 

development for developments over 2,500m2 in floor area. The proposed development falls below 

this threshold (937.9 m2 GEA) and therefore is compliant with the local policy. As such, this 

servicing arrangement is considered suitable for the development of this scale, for which a 

number of deliveries is expected to be low. 

Summary 

5.19 The proposed development is for a CBCD facility for Bickberk, University of London and is 

proposed to be located at the 32 Torrington Square and land to the north (proposed Annexe).  

The building will operate as a Class D1 Use and will accommodate 35 members of staff and 10 

visitors per day. 

5.20 The development is proposed as ‘car-free’ and will not provide any disabled spaces or a dedicated 

loading bay. Refuse collection and delivery will be arranged from Malet Street and will form part 

of the Birkbeck, University site wide strategy. 

5.21 The site will provide two pedestrian access points to the front of the buildings, with one remaining 

as per existing arrangement and the second being a step-free access. An access to the rear of 

the properties will have a reduced width of 1.8m.  The development will have 12 cycle spaces on-

site and other cycling facilities including showers and storage lockers. 

 



 
 
 
 

32 Torrington Square  5663/001/R01A 
Transport Statement  Page 25 

Rail 
Buildings 
Infrastructure 
Transport & Environment 

6.0 PREDICTED TRAVEL BEHAVIOUR  

6.1 This section of the report summarises the multi-modal trip generation projection for the proposed 

development. The approach to calculating trip generation was discussed and agreed with the 

Highway Officer at LBC.   

Trip Generation based on TRICS database  

6.2 In order to determine the trip generation for the proposed development, the TRICS database 

(Version 7.4.1) was reviewed to find comparable sites, including College/University sites. These 

were deemed to be educational land use rather than research buildings and had car parking on 

sites, and therefore were considered unsuitable.  

Trip Generation based on TfL Report  

6.3 Based on the finding of the TRICS search, an alternative methodology to estimate trip generation 

was considered. The “Travel in London Report 9”, published by TfL in 2016, provides “Mode share 

data of people entering central London in the weekday morning peak, 2000 to 2015”. This mode 

share data is considered to be comparable to travel pattern that future staff and visitors at the 

CBCD. It was assumed that trips to and from work by staff and trips by visitors will be made in 

accordance with this mode and this is summarised in column 2 in Table 6.1. 

6.4 It is noted that the “Travel in London Report 9” states that the average number of trips per person 

per day is 2.8. It is assumed that staff makes 2 trips per day that forms trips to and from work, 

and the remaining 0.8 of trips are made during lunch times and to attend business meetings 

during the day. Thus, it is expected that 35 staff will generate 70 trips to/from work, and 28 trips 

that are expected to be made within the Central London. These trips are expected to present 

different travel pattern.  

6.5 The above-mentioned report also provides “Weekday mode share by trip origin and destination 

within Central London” in Figure 2.5, which is considered to be applicable for the 28 staff trips 

made during the day. This mode share is summarised in column 5 in Table 6.1. 
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Travel Mode 

“Mode share data of people 
entering central London in the 
weekday morning peak, 2015"  

“Weekday mode share by 
trip origin and destination 

within Central London” 
Total 

% Staff  Visitors % Staff Staff/Visitors 

National Rail 25.6%  18   5  0.0% 0  23  19% 

LUL/DRL 56.7%  40   11  9.0% 3  54  45% 

Bus  7.9%  6   2  6.0% 2  9  7% 

Coach/minibus 0.7%  0   0  0.0% 0  1  1% 

Car  4.6%  4   1  1.5% 0  5  4% 

Taxi 0.5%  0   0  3.0% 1  1  1% 

Motor-cycle  1.0%  1   0  0.0% 0  1  1% 

Pedal-cycle  3.0%  2   1  2.5% 1  3  3% 

Pedestrians n/a  -   -  78.0% 22  22  19% 

Total  100.0%  70   20  100.0% 28  118  100% 

Table 6.1: Predicted Trip Generation based on “TfL Travel in London Report 9” 

6.6 Table 6.1 shows that a total of 118 two-way person trips would be generated by the development 

over the course of a day, with the majority of these trips undertaken by public transport (71%).  

6.7 A total of six car trips would be undertaken by vehicles. It is expected that staff would generate 

four car trips (2 vehicles) and one taxi, and one visitor trip (vehicle). This suggests that two staff 

members may use vehicles to travel to the site and would generate demand for two parking 

spaces.  

Trip Generation based on 2011 Census of Population 

6.8 Although the above approach was considered acceptable, it was recommended by LBC to 

present the reference to the 2011 Census of Population data (Ref; QS703EW - Method of Travel 

to Work) for trips made in the area of “Central London”. Mode share data were extracted for five 

Boroughs in Central London (Camden, Islington, City of London, Southwark and Westminster) 

and are summarised in Table 6.2.  
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Travel Mode % (Census)  % (TfL Report) 

National Rail 9% 0.0% 

LUL/DRL 31% 9.0% 

Bus 21% 6.0% 

Coach/minibus 0% 0.0% 

Car 12% 1.5% 

Taxi 1% 3.0% 

Motor-cycle 1% 0.0% 

Pedal-cycle 8% 2.5% 

Pedestrians 17% 78.0% 

Table 6.2: Predicted Trip Generation based on 201 Census of Population 

6.9 It is recognised that mode share data for trips made in Central London, extracted using the 2011 

Census of Population, showed different results. It is noted that the Census data showed 12% of 

trips being made by cars, which is not considered representative for a new car-free development, 

where staff is expected to arrive to the site by non-car modes. 

6.10 The TfL Report presents a high proportion for pedestrian trips (78%), however as the 

development will have a site-specific Travel Plan which will aim to encourage staff to undertake 

the mid-day short trips by walking and cycling, as far as possible, this is considered realistic.  As 

such the mode share data derived from the TfL Report is considered to be representative for the 

proposed development. 

Summary 

6.11 A trip generation exercise was undertaken using the statistic published in the “TfL Travel in 

London Report 9”. It was determined that the majority of trips will be undertaken by public 

transport (71%) and only two member of staff are predicted to arrive by car and generate demand 

for parking.   
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7.0 TRANSPORT IMPACT AND MITIGATION STRATEGY 

7.1 This section of the report considers the transport impacts of the proposed development on the 

surrounding area and summarises the mitigation strategy that will be implemented to address the 

transport strategy for the development. 

Transport impacts 

Traffic impact 

7.2 The proposed development is designed as car-free and trip generation estimate, undertaken in 

Section 6.0, identifies that the majority of trips will be made by public transport. It is anticipated 

that only four trips will be made by cars by staff and will generate parking for two parking spaces 

per day. Additionally, two trips are predicted to be made by visitors, that will generate short-term 

parking, or most likely to be drop-off/taxi trips. This level of traffic is non-material and will not have 

an adverse impact on the operation or capacity of the existing network.  

Parking impact 

7.3 The car trips made by staff are anticipated to be made by disabled users only and these can be 

accommodated within the disabled parking spaces or in the pay & display spaces on Malet Street 

or Gordon Square. The site visit observation showed that residual parking capacity in these 

parking spaces exists in the morning peak.  

Road safety 

7.4 It is noted that whilst the wider area has a history of accidents, which are consistent with the busy 

nature of the surrounding area, the immediate area is subject to low number of accidents. The 

proposed development is anticipated to produce low number of trips and therefore is unlikely to 

increase the risk of road accidents in the area. 

Mitigation Measures 

7.5 The implementation of soft measures incorporated within a Travel Plan (TP) is considered to be 

the most effective method to ensure that staff and visitors travel by sustainable modes and that 

car trips are limited to deliveries, servicing and trips made by disabled uses. 

Travel Plan 

7.6 The development will have a site-specific Travel Plan in operation that will include measures and 

initiatives to ensure that use of sustainable modes of travel is encouraged and that staff and 

visitors are given information on travel options.  The Travel Plan will include the following 

measures:  
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i. Travel Plan Coordinator; 

ii. Web page information; 

iii. Welcome Pack; 

iv. Travel Information Pack; 

v. Personal Journey Service in emergency; 

vi. Policy on flexible hours and adoption of ‘smart’ working practices; and 

vii. Secure covered cycle parking and cycle facilities. 

Cycle Parking Spaces 

7.7 The development will provide 12 cycle parking spaces, in the form of six Sheffield stands, that 

will be provided within the application site. Additional cycle facilities such as shower, changing 

facilities, a drying cupboard and nine lockers will be provided at the basement level of the Annexe 

to make cycling more feasible for the users. Cycling will be promoted through the Travel Plan.  

Delivery and Servicing Strategy  

7.8 The development will comply with the Birkbeck, University site wide delivery and servicing 

strategy. The majority of deliveries for the proposed will be send to the post room on Malet Street, 

from where deliveries will be distributed within the estate twice a day by using a hand trolley. As 

the majority of deliveries to the development are expected to by the Royal Mail and the proposed 

arrangement will allow for effective consolidation of deliveries. 

7.9 The strategy for refuse collection will be that all waste and recycling bins will be taken to the main 

waste compound located across the Torrington Square. Refuse is collected daily and no 

additional refuse vehicle trips are anticipated as part of the proposed development.   

Summary 

7.10 The proposed development is anticipated to have a negligible impact on the local highway 

network, on-street parking or road safety. The development will implement a Travel Plan to unsure 

that trips to and from the development are encouraged by sustainable travel modes. The 

development will comply with the University site wide strategy for delivery and servicing and 

generous cycle parking spaces with other facilities will be provided on-site.   
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8.0 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 Robert West was appointed by Birkbeck, University of London in April 2017 to provide transport 

planning advice on the proposal located at 32 Torrington Square. The proposal is to provide a 

CBCD for Birkbeck, University of London. The development will provide academic offices and 

research units and will be attended by 35 members of staff and 10 visitors on a typical day. 

8.2 The proposal includes refurbishing works to 32 Torrington Square and an Annexe to the north. 

The access to the buildings will continue to be take place from Torrington Square. The existing 

pedestrian entrance to 32 Torrington Square will remain unchanged. A new step-free entrance 

will be provided to the Annexe from Torrington Square. The existing vehicular access will be 

converted to a 1.8m wide access that leads to the yard behind the properties. The development 

is proposed as car-free and will have 12 cycle spaces on-site. 

8.3 The area surrounding the site has an extensive network of footways, cycle routes and areas of 

public space. This provides an excellent opportunity for sustainable travel, and particularly 

walking and cycling. The site is in an area which is highly accessible by public transport (PTAL of 

6b), with over 120 bus services available within five minutes’ walk of the site and London 

Underground and National Rail stations nearby, which provide services to country-wide 

destinations.  

8.4 The on-street car parking is under the CPZ operation and includes: dedicated space for disabled 

users, residents’ permit holder spaces, pay & display spaces and loading bays. Parking regulation 

in place allows the blue badge holders to use pay & display parking spaces free of charge. 

8.5 The review of the accident data shows that few accidents have occurred in the immediate vicinity 

of the site, and all of them were associated with road users behavioural issues. Pedestrians and 

cyclists accounted for a high proportion of casualties as travel by those is high in this area. No 

issues with the local road network were identified. 

8.6 The proposed development will result it 98 trips made by staff and 20 by visitors. The majority of 

these trips are predicted to be made by public transport. Proportion of car trips are expected to 

be very low and was estimated to be: four car trips (two vehicles) by staff and two car trips by 

visitors. This level of traffic and parking impact is non-material and will not have an impact on the 

operation, capacity or safety of the existing network. 

8.7 The development will comply with University site wide refuse collection, and delivery and service 

strategy. This will take place from Malet Street and will allow for more effective consolidation of 

deliveries and servicing.  
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8.8 A Travel Plan was produced to support this planning application and provides the development 

with a guidance on measures that will seek to encourage staff and visitors to travel by sustainable 

mode and limit car trips to disabled users only. These objectives are supported by generous 

provision of cycle spaces and cycle facilities proposed on-site. 
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CBCD - Transport Scoping Note 

The Centre for Brain and Cognitive Development (CBCD) - Toddler Laboratory  

Transport Scoping Note 

 

1. This scoping note has been produced in order to attain feedback in regards to the proposed development 

at 32 – 33 Torrington Square to inform the production of a Transport Assessment / Transport Statement 

(TA/TS) to support the forthcoming planning application. 

The Proposal 

2. The application site is located at 32 – 33 Torrington Square, London Borough of Camden (LBC). The site 

is currently vacant as a result of a structural issue. It is proposal is to develop the site as the Centre for 

Brain and Cognitive Development (CBCD) for University of London that falls under B1 land use i.e. 

office/research. The building will be used as research units for a Toddler Laboratory and academic offices. 

The building will accommodate 35 members of staff and is predicted to have 10 visitors per day.  

3. The proposed building will have approx. 1,000m2 GEA and the existing vehicle access leading to a small 

yard will be removed. The development is proposed as car-free and aims to achieve BREEAM ‘Excellent’.  

Transport Assessment / Transport Statement  

4. It is understood that LBC requirements provided within Camden Planning Guidance 7 – Transport, states 

that a TA is required for developments that generate “more than 100 person trips during the morning or 

evening peak (0700 – 1000 or 1600 – 1900)”. Development Policy DP16 that TS is required for 

developments with a floor area of 1,000m2, and a TA for developments with a floor area of 2,500m2 . 

5. The trip generation exercise (presented in next section) showed that the development will generate 118 

trips per day. A worst-case scenario can be assumed that all staff arrive in the same hour and all visitors 

will arrive and depart within a single peak period. This results in a maximum of 55 two-way trips in the peak 

hour, which is below the threshold value of 100 trips. The proposed GFA is below the threshold value for 

the TA of 2,500 m2, and as such it is anticipated that a TS report would be sufficient to assess the impacts 

associated with the proposed development. It is proposed that the TS report has the following structure: 

i. Section 1.0: Introduction and Background; 

ii. Section 2.0: Policy Context; 

iii. Section 3.0: Site Accessibility by Non-car Modes; 

iv. Section 4.0 Local Highway Network Conditions; 

v. Section 5.0: Development Proposal; 

vi. Section 6.0: Transport Impact  

vii. Section 7.0: Mitigation Strategy; and  

viii. Section 8.0: Conclusion; 
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Trip Generation 

6. In order to determine the trip generation for the proposed development the TRICS database (Version 7.4.1) 

was reviewed to find comparable sites. This included review of College/University sites, however these 

were deemed to be educational use rather than research buildings and had car parking on sites, and 

therefore were considered unsuitable. As such office sites were searched based on the following site 

selection criteria: sites to be located within Inner or Central London, with little or no car parking and a PTAL 

rating 6. The following three sites were selected as comparable and these are summarised below: 

i. CI-02-A-01: An office located in Bank, City of London, 1,386m2 GFA of office space, 

providing 2 parking spaces. The site has a PTAL rating of 6b. The survey was undertaken 

on Wednesday 21st October 2009; 

ii. CI-02-A-02: An office located at Monument, City of London, 7,567m2 of office space, 

providing no parking provision. The site has a PTAL rating of 6b. The survey was 

undertaken on Friday 29th November 2013; and 

iii. CI-02-A-03: An office located at Monument, City of London, 1,951m2 of office space, 

providing no parking spaces. The site has a PTAL rating of 6b. The survey was undertaken 

on Friday 29th November 2013. 

7. The trip generation derived from the above sites showed a high proportion of the ‘main mode’ trips being 

walking trips (48%). This is not considered to the case with the proposed development as the 

office/research use of the building will require staff with specific and specialist skills and employees are 

expected to be arriving from the wider area rather than the local area where walking as a ‘main mode’ is a 

feasible travel option.  

8. Thus, an alternative methodology to estimate trip generation was considered. The “Travel in London Report 

9”, published by TfL in 2016, provides “Mode share data of people entering central London in the weekday 

morning peak, 2000 to 2015”. This mode share is considered to be comparable to travel pattern that future 

staff and visitors at the CBCD will present. It was assumed that trips to and from work by staff and trips by 

visitors will be made in accordance with this mode.  

9. It is noted that the “Travel in London Report 9” states that the average number of trips per person per day 

is 2.8. It is assumed that staff makes 2 trips per day that forms trips to and from work, and the remaining 

0.8 of trips are made during lunch times and to attend business meetings during the day. These trips are 

expected to be mainly made within the Central London and are expected to present different travel pattern 

to trips to/from work. The above-mentioned report presents “Weekday mode share by trip origin and 

destination within Central London” in Figure 2.5 of the “TfL Travel in London Report 9”, which is considered 

to be applicable for the additional trips made by staff during the day.  
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10. Based on the statistic published in the report and the assumptions discussed above, trip generation 

estimate for the proposed development was derived and is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Travel Mode 

“Mode share data of people 
entering central London in 
the weekday morning peak, 

2015"  

“Weekday mode share by 
trip origin and destination 

within Central London” 
Total 

% Staff  Visitors % Staff Staff/Visitors 

National Rail 25.6%  18   5  0.0% 0  23  19% 

LUL/DRL 56.7%  40   11  9.0% 3  54  45% 

Bus  7.9%  6   2  6.0% 2  9  7% 

Coach/minibus 0.7%  0   0  0.0% 0  1  1% 

Car  4.6%  4   1  1.5% 0  5  4% 

Taxi 0.5%  0   0  3.0% 1  1  1% 

Motor-cycle  1.0%  1   0  0.0% 0  1  1% 

Pedal-cycle  3.0%  2   1  2.5% 1  3  3% 

Pedestrians n/a  -   -  78.0% 22  22  19% 

Total  100.0%  70   20  100.0% 28  118  100% 

Table 1: Predicted Trip Generation 

11. Table 1 illustrates that a total of 118 two-way person trips would be generated by the proposal over the 

course of a day, with the majority of these trips undertaken by public transport (71%). 

12. A total of 5 trips would be undertaken by vehicles. It is expected that staff would generate 4 trips (2 vehicles) 

and one taxi trip by a visitor. This suggests that two staff may use vehicles to travel to the site and would 

generate demand for parking. This level of vehicle trips is considered negligible in terms of traffic of parking 

impact, and therefore is not considered to be assessed in the TS.  

Proposed Cycle Parking  

13. It is proposed that 8 cycle parking spaces are provided within the building. This provision exceeds the 

minimum requirements as set out in LBC Development Policies Document (DPD) (min. 6 spaces) and 

BREEAM requirements (min. 4 spaces).  
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14. The cycle parking provision required by the London Plan standards would require 13 cycle spaces. This 

provision would have resulted in providing cycle spaces for 28% of staff and visitors, while the predicted 

use accounts for 3%. Thus, this provision is considered excessive and the proposed development will seek 

to comply with LBC standards. The site will also provide a shower, changing facilities, drying cupboard and 

storage lockers. 

Parking and Servicing Arrangements 

15. The LBC DPD states that a servicing bay is required at sites above 2,500sqm. As the proposed 

development falls beneath this threshold a servicing bay is not proposed. Servicing options are currently 

considered.  

16. The development is proposed to be car-free and no accessible parking bays are proposed. The proposed 

development falls beneath the threshold value that would require parking spaces and therefore is compliant 

with policy. Disabled drivers will be expected to park on-street for free under Camden’s Policy. 

Mitigation Strategy 

17. The predicted transport impacts will be non-material and will be mitigated through the implementation of a 

Travel Plan, which shall provide appropriate site specific measures that will aim to encourage walking and 

cycling where possible. 

Summary 

18. A TS is proposed to be prepared as part of the forthcoming planning application and this will include an 

accident analysis, a review of the condition of the pedestrian environment and road network environment. 

An increase in traffic volumes is considered to be non-material and therefor traffic modelling is not proposed 

as part of the TS. LBC’s view on the enclose scope of work for the TS in order to address the transport and 

highways impacts of the proposed expansion would be appreciated. 

19. Feedback in regard to the proposed methodology for trip generation would be appreciated. 
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Appendix C – Cycle Network  
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Appendix D – PTAL Report  
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Day of Week M-F

Time Period AM Peak

Walk Speed 4.8 kph

Bus Node Max. Walk Access Time (mins) 8

Bus Reliability Factor 2.0

LU Station Max. Walk Access Time (mins) 12

LU Reliability Factor 0.75

National Rail Station Max. Walk Access Time (mins) 12

National Rail Reliability Factor 0.75
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Calculation data

Mode Stop Route Distance (metres) Frequency (vph) Walk Time (mins) SWT (mins) TAT (mins) EDF Weight AI
Bus HYG & TROP MEDICINE SCHL 8 334.45 10 4.18 5 9.18 3.27 0.5 1.63

Bus EUSTON SQUARE STATION 30 540.76 7.5 6.76 6 12.76 2.35 0.5 1.18

Bus EUSTON SQUARE STATION 18 540.76 17 6.76 3.76 10.52 2.85 0.5 1.43

Bus EUSTON SQUARE STATION 205 540.76 8 6.76 5.75 12.51 2.4 0.5 1.2

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 10 224 4.5 2.8 8.67 11.47 2.62 0.5 1.31

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 24 224 10 2.8 5 7.8 3.85 0.5 1.92

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 134 224 12 2.8 4.5 7.3 4.11 0.5 2.05

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 390 224 8 2.8 5.75 8.55 3.51 0.5 1.75

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 73 224 18 2.8 3.67 6.47 4.64 1 4.64

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 29 224 15 2.8 4 6.8 4.41 0.5 2.21

Bus GOWER ST TORRINGTON PL 14 224 13 2.8 4.31 7.11 4.22 0.5 2.11

Bus EUSTON BUS STATION 476 603.2 7.5 7.54 6 13.54 2.22 0.5 1.11

Bus EUSTON BUS STATION 253 603.2 12 7.54 4.5 12.04 2.49 0.5 1.25

Bus TAVISTOCK SQUARE 59 331.07 10 4.14 5 9.14 3.28 0.5 1.64

Bus TAVISTOCK SQUARE 91 331.07 9 4.14 5.33 9.47 3.17 0.5 1.58

Bus TAVISTOCK SQUARE 68 331.07 9 4.14 5.33 9.47 3.17 0.5 1.58

Bus TAVISTOCK SQUARE 168 331.07 9 4.14 5.33 9.47 3.17 0.5 1.58

Bus RUSSELL SQ NTH/WOBURN PL 98 522.88 9 6.54 5.33 11.87 2.53 0.5 1.26

Bus RUSSELL SQ NTH/WOBURN PL 188 522.88 8 6.54 5.75 12.29 2.44 0.5 1.22

LUL Warren Street 'Brixton-WalthamstowC' 763.18 15.67 9.54 2.66 12.2 2.46 0.5 1.23

LUL Warren Street 'SevenSisters-Brixton' 763.18 11.67 9.54 3.32 12.86 2.33 0.5 1.17

LUL Goodge Street 'Morden-Edgware ' 490.11 4.67 6.13 7.17 13.3 2.26 0.5 1.13

LUL Goodge Street 'HighBarnet-Morden ' 490.11 0.33 6.13 91.66 97.79 0.31 0.5 0.15

LUL Goodge Street 'Kennington-Edgware ' 490.11 14.67 6.13 2.79 8.92 3.36 1 3.36

LUL Goodge Street 'HighBarnet-Kenningt ' 490.11 5.33 6.13 6.38 12.5 2.4 0.5 1.2

LUL Goodge Street 'MillHill-Morden ' 490.11 1.67 6.13 18.71 24.84 1.21 0.5 0.6

LUL Goodge Street 'MillHillE-Kenningt ' 490.11 1.67 6.13 18.71 24.84 1.21 0.5 0.6

LUL Euston Square 'Hammersmith-Edgware ' 594.49 6 7.43 5.75 13.18 2.28 0.5 1.14

LUL Euston Square 'Barking-Hammersmith ' 594.49 6.34 7.43 5.48 12.91 2.32 0.5 1.16

LUL Euston Square 'Hammersmith-Plaistow' 594.49 1 7.43 30.75 38.18 0.79 0.5 0.39

LUL Euston Square 'Amer-AldgateFast ' 594.49 1 7.43 30.75 38.18 0.79 0.5 0.39

LUL Euston Square 'Ches-AldgateFast ' 594.49 2 7.43 15.75 23.18 1.29 0.5 0.65

LUL Euston Square 'Uxbridge-AldSlow ' 594.49 5.33 7.43 6.38 13.81 2.17 0.5 1.09

LUL Euston Square 'Watford-AldSfast ' 594.49 3.67 7.43 8.92 16.36 1.83 0.5 0.92

LUL Euston Square 'Aldg-WatfordSlow ' 594.49 3.67 7.43 8.92 16.36 1.83 0.5 0.92

LUL Euston Square 'Ald-HarrowHill ' 594.49 1.33 7.43 23.31 30.74 0.98 0.5 0.49

Rail Euston 'BLTCHLY-EUSTON 2B04 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'WATFDJ-EUSTON 2J06 ' 882.08 0.67 11.03 45.53 56.55 0.53 0.5 0.27

Rail Euston 'EUSTON-MKNSCEN 2K21 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'EUSTON-TRING 2T11 ' 882.08 0.67 11.03 45.53 56.55 0.53 0.5 0.27

Rail Euston 'EUSTON-TRING 2T19 ' 882.08 1.33 11.03 23.31 34.33 0.87 0.5 0.44

Rail Euston 'MKNSCEN-EUSTON 2W01 ' 882.08 0.67 11.03 45.53 56.55 0.53 0.5 0.27

Rail Euston 'TRING-EUSTON 2W02 ' 882.08 1 11.03 30.75 41.78 0.72 0.5 0.36

Rail Euston 'TRING-EUSTON 2W26 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'BLTCHLY-EUSTON 2W57 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'RUGBY-EUSTON 2W59 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'TRING-EUSTON 2W63 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'MKNSCEN-EUSTON 2W93 ' 882.08 0.33 11.03 91.66 102.69 0.29 0.5 0.15

Rail Euston 'WATFJDC-EUSTON 2C06 ' 882.08 2.67 11.03 11.99 23.01 1.3 0.5 0.65

Rail Euston 'EUSTON-WATFJDC 2D86 ' 882.08 3 11.03 10.75 21.78 1.38 1 1.38

LUL Euston 'Edgware-Morden ' 882.08 9 11.03 4.08 15.11 1.99 0.5 0.99

LUL Euston 'Morden-HighBarnet ' 882.08 14.67 11.03 2.79 13.82 2.17 0.5 1.09

LUL Euston 'Morden-MillHillE ' 882.08 4 11.03 8.25 19.28 1.56 0.5 0.78

LUL Russel Square 'Cockfosters-LHRT4LT ' 635.81 4.67 7.95 7.17 15.12 1.98 0.5 0.99

LUL Russel Square 'RayLane-Cockfosters ' 635.81 3.67 7.95 8.92 16.87 1.78 0.5 0.89

LUL Russel Square 'LHRT4LT-ArnosGrove ' 635.81 4.67 7.95 7.17 15.12 1.98 0.5 0.99

LUL Russel Square 'ArnosGrove-RayLane ' 635.81 0.33 7.95 91.66 99.61 0.3 0.5 0.15

LUL Russel Square 'ArnosGrove-Nthfields' 635.81 3 7.95 10.75 18.7 1.6 0.5 0.8
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Mode Stop Route Distance (metres) Frequency (vph) Walk Time (mins) SWT (mins) TAT (mins) EDF Weight AI

Total Grid Cell AI: 64.54

LUL Russel Square 'Oakwood-RayLane ' 635.81 0.33 7.95 91.66 99.61 0.3 0.5 0.15

LUL Russel Square 'Nthfields-Cockfoster' 635.81 1 7.95 30.75 38.7 0.78 0.5 0.39

LUL Russel Square 'LHRT5-Cockfosters ' 635.81 6 7.95 5.75 13.7 2.19 0.5 1.1

LUL Russel Square 'Uxbridge-Cockfosters' 635.81 3.67 7.95 8.92 16.87 1.78 0.5 0.89

LUL Russel Square 'Ruislip-Cockfosters ' 635.81 2.33 7.95 13.63 21.57 1.39 0.5 0.7

LUL Russel Square 'ArnosGrove-Uxbridge ' 635.81 1 7.95 30.75 38.7 0.78 0.5 0.39

LUL Russel Square 'Oakwood-Uxbridge ' 635.81 0.33 7.95 91.66 99.61 0.3 0.5 0.15

LUL Russel Square 'Oakwood-Ruislip ' 635.81 0.33 7.95 91.66 99.61 0.3 0.5 0.15



POI Alpoi PTAL

Alpoi PTAL

Mode SAPs Route Frequancy Dist Walk Time Headway SWT Raliability Access EDF AI mode

Bus Torrington Place (Stop C) 14 11 260 3.25 5.45 2.73 2 7.98 3.76 45.58

24 7 260 3.25 8.57 4.29 2 9.54 3.15

29 15 260 3.25 4.00 2.00 2 7.25 4.14

73 15 260 3.25 4.00 2.00 2 7.25 4.14

134 10 260 3.25 6.00 3.00 2 8.25 3.64

390 9 260 3.25 6.67 3.33 2 8.58 3.50

Tavistck Square (Stop N) 10 7 350 4.38 8.57 4.29 2 10.66 2.81

59 11 350 4.38 5.45 2.73 2 9.10 3.30

68 16 350 4.38 3.75 1.88 2 8.25 3.64

91 8 350 4.38 7.50 3.75 2 10.13 2.96

168 8 350 4.38 7.50 3.75 2 10.13 2.96

Tavistck Square (Stop K) 10 7 400 5.00 8.57 4.29 2 11.29 2.66

59 11 400 5.00 5.45 2.73 2 9.73 3.08

68 16 400 5.00 3.75 1.88 2 8.88 3.38

91 8 400 5.00 7.50 3.75 2 10.75 2.79

168 8 400 5.00 7.50 3.75 2 10.75 2.79

Euston Station (Stop H) 18 15 500 6.25 4.00 2.00 2 10.25 2.93

30 7 500 6.25 8.57 4.29 2 12.54 2.39

73 15 500 6.25 4.00 2.00 2 10.25 2.93

205 8 500 6.25 7.50 3.75 2 12.00 2.50

390 9 500 6.25 6.67 3.33 2 11.58 2.59

Russell Square (Stop E) 10 7 500 6.25 8.57 4.29 2 12.54 2.39

188 7 500 6.25 8.57 4.29 2 12.54 2.39

Great Russell Street (Stop R) 8 11 650 8.13 5.45 2.73 2 12.85 2.33

14 11 650 8.13 5.45 2.73 2 12.85 2.33

24 7 650 8.13 8.57 4.29 2 14.41 2.08

29 15 650 8.13 4.00 2.00 2 12.13 2.47

73 15 650 8.13 4.00 2.00 2 12.13 2.47

134 10 650 8.13 6.00 3.00 2 13.13 2.29

390 9 650 8.13 6.67 3.33 2 13.46 2.23

LUL/DLR/Rail Picadilly Line x 24 550 6.88 2.50 1.25 0.75 8.88 3.38 12.36

Northern Line Via Bank x 24 700 8.75 2.50 1.25 0.75 10.75 2.79

Northern Line Via Charing Cross x 24 550 6.88 2.50 1.25 0.75 8.88 3.38

Metropolitan Line x 13 600 7.50 4.62 2.31 0.75 10.56 2.84

Circle Line x 6 600 7.50 10.00 5.00 0.75 13.25 2.26

Hammersmith & City Line x 6 600 7.50 10.00 5.00 0.75 13.25 2.26

Victoria Line x 34 700 8.75 1.76 0.88 0.75 10.38 2.89

Overground x 3 700 8.75 20.00 10.00 0.75 19.50 1.54

Bus

Site Entry

57.95 6b
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Appendix E – Personal Injury 
Accidents Record  
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